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“The jade is a rare treasure.! Your Majesty
desires to get it and has written a note to my
king. He immediately called a meeting of
councilors. They all said that you are austere
and tricky.* They fear lest the jade should go to
the palace of Chin, but that the cities should not
be forthcoming.® But I told them, ‘Nay, among
scholars there is always faith, how much more is
there in a mighty king such as you.” My king
fasted five days before he handed me the jade
to present to you. But you have not been honor-
able. You have shown it to your ministers and
concubines. That certainly has defiled the jade.*
Therefore I have taken back the jade. If you
press me for it," I will break the jade and die
here.”

So saying, Hsiang-ju tried to strike the jade
against the pillar. The king was greatly stirred®
by his speech. He liked the jade, and feared
lest Hsiang-ju would break it. He quickly
stopped him, saying, “I must keep my words
with Chao,” and called his officials to give
Hsiang-ju a map of his cities. Hsiang-ju mused’
that the offer might not be genuine and he would
be fooled thereby. So he said:

1. rare treasure, FH{lt ZW. 2. austere and tricky, W3 HEEE. 3.
would not be forthcoming, K783k, 4. defiled the jade, 8%, 6.
press me for it, FEE A MAFE. 6. stirved, ®). 7. mused, § BE.
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“You must fast five days before you can
receive the jade.” The king accepted Hsiang-ju’s
demands, and told him to lodge at a hotel.

Hsiang-ju thought, while he was at the hotel,
“The king is now fasting. He may not give me
the cities, then I shall have no face to see my
king.”* So he was dressed up as a poor man,
and returned to Chao. The king of Chao was
very happy indeed at the tactful way Hsiang-ju
had dealt with? the king of Chin.

Now on the sixth day, the king of Chin called
a grand meeting® to receive the jade. IHsiang-
ju had come to Chin for the second time. He
walked with dignity to the court of the king.
The king seeing Hsiang-ju empty-handed without
‘the jade,* asked:

«] have fasted five days; but where is the
jade?” To which Hsiang-ju replied, ‘“Your state
has been dishonest since the prince of Mu.® I
am afraid you were dishonest, too. So 1 have
taken back the jade to my king. Now 1 am
ready to die here.”

The king of Chin was angry at his words. He
ordered his soldiers to bind Hsiang-ju. But
Hsiang-ju remained reserved,® saying, ‘“Be not

1. no face to see my king, My H3: LRFE. 2. dealt with, 2ak, 3.
grand meeting, K. 4. empty-handed without the jade, 2% Rk
5. prince of Mu, s}y, 6. remained reserved, ()7 4R SAER.
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angry, O great King, I have a word to say. [f
you wish to get the jade, you must send a
messenger to Chao and present fifteen cities' to
my king. He will on receiving the cities hand
the messenger the jade. I know I have disap-
pointed Your Majesty, and am worthy of death,
and I have sent word to my king. But the world
will know that a messenger of Chao has been
killed by Chin, only because the latter? wants to
get the jade, and would lay all the blame on
you.” |

The king and his ministers were silenced by
Hsiang-ju’s eloquent appeal, and had to treat

him politely and send him away.

1. present fifteen cities, R -FH4E. 2. the latter, ;
3. lay all the blame on yuu,%uﬁﬂﬁf : ®’E (RRE)
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“Tf T could have that maid in green coat. . . .



9
TANG PO-HU!

Tang Po-hu was a literary genius.? Once when he
was drinking in a sailing boat,® he peeped out and
saw a beautiful maid in a boat passing by. He
then asked his boatman, “Whose boat is that?”
To which the latter* replied, It is of the Scholar
Hua of Wusih.”” He then asked the boatman to
sail after that boat. Soon the boat reached Wusih.
He hired himself to the scholar by an assumed
name® Kang Hsiian.” He told his master that he
could draw, and write; but his wife had recently
died, and that he would be willing to work as a
boy,® and that it would be a great favor if his
master could receive him.

Scholar Hua asked him, “How much shall 1 pay
you?”’

“I don’t expect any wages, except board and
lodging,® and if I find grace in your sight,'® give
me to wife one of your maids.””

The master was much pleased with Tang Po-hu’s
proposal. He asked him to study with his children,

1. Tang Po-hu, F{fiR. 2. literary genius, 7. 3. sailing boat,
RIAL. 4. the latter, 1% & (fE#fix). 5 Scholar Hua of Wumh 4 35,248
£, 6, assumed name, RFEZ4. 7. Kang Hsiian, JE70. 8. as a
boy, 1Bt 9. except board and lodging, I%ﬂi?.{"ﬂ 10. find grace
in your gight, 43 fr§. 11. give me to wife one of your maids, LI7R#}

B o PR .
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3
and gave him a name Hua An.! Hua An corrected

misprints of their books. Some time he would
write essays for the master’s children. Some time
he would drink wine with them and learned from
them that the maid whom the master liked
best was called Chiu-hsiang.? The master was
pleased with Hua An and his work, and asked him
to be an overseer of his household.! Hua An did
very faithfully and honestly the work for his
master.

Hua An’s mistress asked a go-between* to find
a wife for him. But Hua An said to her, “I have
found grace in the sight of my master and mistress,
I prefer one of the maids of my master to be my
wife.” The go-between reported that to the
mistress. The mistress granted his request, and
had that very night® her maids stand in a single
file, and asked Hua An to select one among them
to become his wife.

Hua An with a lighted lamp in his hand had a
general inspection’ of the maids, but he could not
find Chiu-hsiang. He held peace.® His mistress
knew this, and asked him, ‘ls there not one among
the maids-worthy to be your wife?’”

1. Hua An, #i9¥2. 2. Chiu-hsiang, #%. 3. overseer of his house-
hold, ##%2. 4. go-between, [ A. 5. very night, ¥ . 6. stand in
a single file, Hif—47. 7. general inspection, §i#F. 8. held peace, 3k
ERASE. 9. worthy to be your wife, FifiPRiEE.
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“Since 1 have found grace in your sight . . . you
have not asked all your favorite maids to let me
see and choose,”” was Hua An’s reply.

Then the mistress called out four of her favorite
maids, including Chiu-hsiang. The four maids had
no time to dress themselves; they came out in
ordinary clothes.! Chiu-hsiang was wearing the
same green coat that she wore when Hua An
first saw her. Hua An saw her, and recognized
her. He said nothing, but stood still.? “Whom
do you like?” the mistress asked.

Hua An, then pointing at Chiu-hsiang, said, *“Ii
I could have that maid in green coat, that would
be glorious.’”

The mistress granted his request. Hua An and
Chiu-hsiang were married. In the bridal chamber*
Chiu-hsiang asked, “Your face is very familiar to
me. I must have seen you somewhere before.
Judging from your appearance, you are a man of
remarkable ability.®? Tell me what you are® and
who you are.” ‘I am Tang Po-hu,” replied Hua
An. “It is God’s will’ that you shall be mine and
I yours. Since I have told you my real name, I
cannot stay here any longer, let us go to-morrow
morning.”’

1. in ordinary clothes, AN, 2. stood still, . 3. glorious,
K45, 4. bridal chamber, ijf2; % p§. 5. man of remarkable ability,

ek AA. 6. what you are, uf %48 A. 7. God’s will, K.



46 THIRTY FAMOUS CHINESE STORIES

Hua An packed up his things, returned all things
and furniture that his master had loaned him, and
made a detailed report,! and went away with his
bride.

Morning came. The master found that Hua An
and Chiu-hsiang were not in the chamber,” but
found everything in good order. He was totally
surprised, and desired to find out where he had
gone and who he was.

Months later, one of the scholar’s servants
saw Po-hu reading at a bookstore. He returned
quickly and told his master. But when the
master came to the bookstore, Po-hu had lett.
The manager told the scholar that the gentleman
that was reading books just a while ago was no -
other than® Tang Po-hu, the eminent* literary
genius.

The scholar was much pleased. He went and
called on Po-hu. Po-hu told him the reason why
he hired himself out as a boy.! He then asked
Chiu-hsiang to come out and meet her former
master. Po-hu made a great feast in honor of’
the master. They were very happy that day.

1. detailed report, $¥MMANER4. 2. chamber, BASE; FL%8. 8. no other
than, J:4]. 4. eminent, 344, 6. hired himself out as a boy, S
@@, 6. in honor of, B 2.
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LIU CHIEN-AN?

Liu Chien-an was a mighty man of Soochow.?
His father died, when he was a little boy. He
served his mother faithfully. There was a famine,
and his mother died of starvation.! Chien-an
buried her and traveled into a far country for
some ten years, during which time! his neighbors
did not know anything of his whereabouts.?

There was an evil man named Li, who amassed®
a fortune by rice dealing.” He schemed with® the
magistrate. All the farmers in the neighborhood
hated him very much, but they could not do
anything against him.®

One day there came a certain soothsayer,'® who
told the wicked rice merchant that in the eastern
section of the city there was a piece of fertile
land.®* If anyone could bury his dead there, his
offspring” would receive a great blessing.

The evil rice merchant listened to the soothsayer,
bribed the magistrate, made untrue deeds,'®* and
falsely accused the landlords. The magistrate

1. Liu Chien-an, #it5%z. 2. Soochow, gEM. 3. died of starvation,

. 4. during which time, F§Bf. 6. know anything of his where-

abouts, 41 F¥4. 6. amassed, §t¥. 7. rice dealing, i)}. 8. schemed

with, 1 B4F. 9. do anything against him, gE)Z ¥ fli. 10. soothsayer,

b#%. 11. a piece of fertile land, — =iy Hil. 12. offspring, th#&f. 13.
made untrue deeds, fiyEIEH. 14. falsely accused, 4.
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sonfiscated the lands! Thus after two months all |
the lands in that section had gone to? the wicked |
Li. And Chien-an’s land in which he buried his |
mother was also confiscated. All the coffins in -
which the farmers’ parents and grandparents were -
laid were now burned by the wicked merchant.
Oh, it was & pitiful land of dry bones!* Worse
still, the wicked landlord would not allow the
farmers to collect the bones of their fathers and |
rebury them. This made them more Dbitter |
against Li, but they could not do anything. |

One day there came unexpectedly to*the village
a certain gray-haired® man bearing a sword, and
wandering in the field as if® seeking something.
All the farmers thought the gray-haired stranger
must be a robber, and wished to drive him away.
But the stranger said: “Be not afraid. Do you
not know I am an old neighbor of yours?” I am
Liu Chien-an who left here more than ten years
ago.’”’

Hearing that the stranger was no other but®
Liu Chien-an, all the farmers were very glad.
They asked him how he fared.® But he told them
that he had no time to tell them his condition.

He asked, “Where is my mother’s grave?” Then

1. confiscated the lands, JZWkMili. 2. gone to, . 3. a pitiful
land of dry bones, — }= £j§. 4. rebury them, E.3%. 6. gray-haired, Hi{%2

A6 % thie A, 6. asif, Hghn. 7. neighbor of : o
other but, ;lpAgrj_ 8 ot EE Taved. E‘Eﬁm ;Ii of yours, YR\ REE no
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all the farmers told him the evil deeds the wicked
rice merchant had done.

“I must be avenged! What had my mother
sinned against Heaven that her coffin should
be burned? I must kill that wicked fellow!’?
Chien-an said.

“Nay, nay!”’ they all said, “for he has a large
army of guards. You cannot stand against
them.’’

“Yes, I can and will.* You just wait and see.”

In the second watch of that night, Chien-an
led the farmers to the magnificent® house of the
wicked Li. He said to them, ‘““You wait here. 1
will go in but will eome out soon.” So saying,
he sprang over the wall and after an hour he
jumped out and said, “I have avenged my
mother’s desecrated grave,® but I have to deal
with the magistrate, too. If misfortune should
befall” you and you should be caught and wrongly
accused, do not tell the magistrate that I have
done this. I will come to deliver you within three
days.””® He then departed.

Next morning, the farmers found that all the
members of wicked Li’s family were beheaded,

1. that wicked fellow, M 4. 2. Nay, nay! Ruf, &An]. 3. stand
against them, 3Kt fl{f. 4. can and will=can stand against and will
stand against them. 6. magnificent, 2 KX#). 6. desecrated grave,

s B . 7. befall, %, 8. within three days, = H 4.
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and their heads were hanging on & tree. That ©
night the magistrate lost his ears. There wasa |
note bearing this sentence,! “I have taken your ears - |
as a warning.? If you do not repent,® your head
will go off,* too.” |
The magistrate then reported the case to his ‘
superior official.® The superior official who was ¢
a just judge investigated® the matter, found out
the wickedness of the evil merchant, and restored’ |
all the lands to the rightful owners,® the farmers. !
But no body knew where Chien-an had gone.

e

1. bearing this sentence, [fi#7fy. 2. as a warning, fE—0&. 8.
Yepent, iﬁ'lﬁ 4. will go off, Jf%/t. 5. his superior official, fii#}_k &].
6. investigated, g§#¢. 7. restored, fffi#. 8. rightful owners, J§{ 3.
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“He wore a sorrowful face, packed up his bookecase.”

«“His sister-in-law knelt down.”



11
HOW SU CHIN! BECAME THE PRIME
MINISTER

Su Chin was an eloquent speaker,” but he was
very poor. He went to speak to King Hual of the
Chin® State on how to subjugate' the neighboring
states by means of a strong army. But the king
replied, “I thank you for your advice, but just
now we are not prepared to take your advice, we
may some day.”’

Su Chin then sent petitions ten times,® but they
were ignored by the king. He became destitute.”
His coat was worn-out® and his purse was empty.
He wore a sorrowful face, packed up his book-
case, and returned home.

The members of his family seeing him in such a
pitiful state did not welcome him. His wife did
not stop weaving®’ and greet him. His sister-in-
law'® did not cook food for him. They all despised
him. He sighed, “Why my wife, sister-in-law, and
even parents do not welcome me—for all that 1 am
to blame?”’

1. Su Chin, #%%. 2. eloquent speaker, F%. 3. King Huai of the
Chin, Z#4iF. 4. subjugate, 4EAR. 6. some day, 4§4; R H. 6. petl-
tions ten bimes, kZe#-Ik. 7. destitute, FHY. 8. worn-out, .
9. weaving, if. 10. sister-in-law, il
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He therefore broke open' his bookcase, and
took out a book by Chiang Shang, on military
tactics.? He read that book, marked, learned,
and inwardly digested® it. Very often he would
fall asleep, but he pierced his leg with a sharp
needle* and thus he kept awake, saying, “I must
speak to the king again, and become famous
thereby.” Years later he had mastered the book.
He then said to himself, “Now I can speak
to kings.”

He then went to speak to the king of Chao,
and the king of Chao was greatly pleased by
his eloquent speeches, and offered him the post
of premier, and presented him one hundred
carriages and large quantities of gold and silver.
He was a wise chancellor, and there reigned peace
and happiness in his kingdom. He was the glory
of the kingdom.® All the governors and princes’
of Chin showed great respect for him.®! None
could be like him in power and influence.

When his parents heard he was going to speak
to the king of Chu,’ and would pass Loyang,'® they
went out thirty li" to meet him. They made a

1. broke open, ¥TBi. 2. military tactics, & (g AR 2 ik !
3. inwardly digested, . WiFd €. 4. pierced his IegE Wkiiih ET sﬁarp nfaﬁiegg,
VgiEf%. 5. post of premier, &2z 4. 6. the glory of the king-
dom, % z5. 7. governors and princes, ' EE . 8. respect for
hil_l‘l.f 2. 9. king of Chu, 3¥. 10. Loyang, k5. 11. thirty 1L,
=1 4.
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feast in honor of him. His wite dared not look
straight at him, but bowed down. His sister-in-
law knelt down, creeping like a snake on the
ground.! He asked his sister-in-law, “Why were
you so impolite to me before, but now so humble
before me, sister?”’

“Because, Brother, you are now the most in-
fluential prime minister of the nation.”

““Oh, when a man is poor, his own parents will
not receive him; but the minute he becomes
wealthy, all his relatives® fear him. Man should

not neglect honor, position, and wealth,” sighed
Su Chin.

1. crooping like a snake on the ground, f@47. 2. relatives, FUAG.
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THE GENTLEMEN’S STATE?

In the Tang dynasty? when the Empress Wu?
was reigning, there was a scholar named Tang
Ao.* One day he and his brother-in-law Ling
Chih-yang® sailed to the Gentlemen’s State to
make their fortunes.® They landed after several
days’ voyage. Ling Chih-yang went to purchase
goods, but Tang Ao and his boatman To Chiu-
kung,” wandered on the shore.

Now the land was truly a land of gentlemen.
At the entrance to the city, there were written
the four characters:® “only righteousness is
precious.””® Entering it they found the city full
of people, who wore the same kind of dress, and
spoke the same speech, as the Chinese, yet all of
whom behaved very well.!

Tang Ao and To Chiu-kung came to a market,
the practice" of which place totally surprised
them. They found the customers would raise the
price,” while the clerks would decrease it.* That
is just contrary' to the practice in China. The

1. Gentlemen’s State, . 2. Tang dynasty, 5. 3. Empress
Wu, )5 (H]X). 4. Tang Ao, fE%k. 5. Ling Chih-yang, dikis. 6.
make their fortunes, [E#f]. 7. boatman To Chiu-kung, #ik %,z .
8. characters, ‘. 9. ‘“only righteousness is precious,” We¥f%7. 10.
Lehaved very well, 7y fhisi /7. 11. practice, WM. 12. raise the price,
e H. 13. decrease it, ykfil ({H). 14. contrary to, HHjL.
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customers believed that they would feel better if
they could raise the price. But in China even in
a one-price! shop there may sometimes be a
discount.”

Tang Ao went further and saw a farmer buying
things. The farmer paid the clerk silver and took
things away. The clerk examined® the silver and
found it of better quality.* He then ran atter
the farmer and stopped him, saying, ¢“Brother,
the silver we use is of medium quality.® Now
you have paid me silver of superior quality.”

“That is a small thing,” replied the farmer.

] may give you credit for the balance.” But
I am afraid that if I should not meet you again,
I should be punished in the other world,” re-
butted the clerk.

The farmer pulled away. The clerk still mur-
mured,® “good silver for poor goods.” While he
was talking, a beggar came by. The clerk then
gave the balance to the beggar.

Tang Ao met Wu Chih-ho® and Wu Chih-
siang,* councilors of the king."” and descendants of
Tai-po.* They invited Tang Ao to their home.

1. one-price, A . 2. discount, #ifn. 3. examined, FEE. 4.
better quality, 3 4FW)H fh. 5. medium quality, th% & . 6. superior
wality, E4%% . 7. credit for the balance, fizf. 8. the other world,
f. 9. murmured, §§ig. 10. Wu Chih-ho, %e::#r. 11. Wu Chih-
siang, Stiif. 12. councilors of the king, w4 13. descendants of
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After discoursing® on people and government, they
passed on to table manners? and food. Wu Chih-
ho said:

“I have heard you fared sumptuously,® you have
many courses of food' at dinner, and you have
desserts and fruits.® Your choice of food hinges
on the price of food, rather than on its taste and
nourishment.® Take, for instance, bird’s nests,’
which do not taste good, but the price of which
is ten times as high as ordinary food® in your
country. HEvery feast must have the bird’s nests,
without which the host’ cannot show pride to his
guests. Your rule regarding' a feast is: the more
money the host spends on the feast, the prouder
he feels. In my country, bird’s nests are abundant
and cheap. The poor" take them as food and in
the market one bushel of rice is exchanged for
one picul of bird’s nests. I simply can’t under-
stand why you take it as an indispensible dish'?
in a banquet.”*

Then Wu Chih-siang said also: ““I hear, too, that
your people are too extravagant,* you spend too
much on weddings and funerals.’* The rich may

1, discoursing, §R&E. 2. table manners, % E#if). 3. fared sump-
tuously, #& /F3¥3E. 4. many courses of food, 54 /28, 5. desserts and
fruite, /b JeR3E. 6. its taste and nourishment, fhiffskRiRgER. 7.
bird’s nests, J#. 8. ten times as high as ordinary food, --{& /s F &
. 9. host,-3: A. 10. regarding, §8%. 11. the poor, §4#%. 12. an
indispensible dish, R T#)—2 (2). 13. banquet, &@&. 14. extra-
vagant, &tF. 15. weddings and funerals, 1%,
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be able to afford to,' but how about the poor?
'The poor mostly are short of vision,” do not know
how to save, and are not thrifty. So you find
bandits and kidnapers® everywhere and every
day. If your people, both high and low,* are
thrifty, and put their emphasis® on simple living,®
‘then surely peace will reign throughout your
land.””

While the two brothers were talking, their
. gervant came in and reported the king’s messenger
 had just come, and said the king would come and
| gee them soon on some important business.
.~ Tang Ao then bade farewell® and returned to
his boat and sailed to other lands.’

1. afford tn, 8k, 2. short of vision, §iR¥. 3. bandits and kidnapers,
+PEEUREE. 4. both high and low, f{i§. 5. emphasis, 3. 6. simple
living, ﬁifﬁ.ﬁ’]&ﬁ 7. throughout your land, 2:[#. 8. bade farewell,
B &5 9. sailed to ﬂther lands, B4k fil 8.
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THE OLD WIDOW LIU

Long long ago, there was a certain man called
‘Wang Cheng.! His father used to be an official
'in the palace, and one of his relatives was a high
official at Nanking.? After his father’s death, he
‘became poor, and moved out to his native village.
Now Wang Cheng died also. His son, nicknamed
' Doggie,® married a girl from the Liu family.* She
' bore a son named Pan-erh® and a daughter named
Tsin-erh.®

Doggie was a farmer. He asked his mother-in-
law” to stay with him and help in the cooking.’

His mother-in-law had no children, but had only
two mow of land® that she tilled and lived on.
She helped her son-in-law'® all she could. But
Doggie’s condition was going from bad to worse."
She thought out a way and said:

“Twenty years ago, you were a good friend of
Mr. Wang of Nanking, and you stayed with him.
Wang’s second daughter is now the wife of Chia®™
of Nanking, an influential and wealthy family.
I have heard that she is a kind-hearfed lady,

1. Wang Cheng, F%. 2. Nanking, f§%i. 3. nicknamed Doggie, p4
¥ 5. 4. Lin family, %R. 0b. Pan-erh, #E K. 6. Tsin-erh, fF&. 7.
mother-in-law, #%; #t. 8. help in the cooking, #t#)Hfx. 9. two mow
of lnnd, G E. 10. son-in-law, Zc¥§. 11. going from bad to worse,

$ME. 12. Chia, 5.
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generous to the poor.! Why not go to her &nd'-,?:
ask for help?” ;.

Her son-in-law, moved by her words, 1ephed
and smilingly said, “Mother, would you go to her
to-morrow for me, since you have seen and known

each other?”

“What am I?” said the old widow. “She will
not receive me, and recognize me.”

“Never mind that. You can take Pan-erh with
you and see Chou Jui,® for he is an entrusted
steward® of that family,” answered Doggie.

“Then let my old bones* go to that family for
the good of all,”” said the old widow.

Next day early in the morning, she “dressed up
neatly and taught Pan-erh how he should behave
in the presence of a rich relative,’ and started on
her way.

The old widow with Pan-erh arrived at the
entrance of the Yung family.” They saw many
carriages and chairs. The old lady dared not step
in, but shook off the dust from her coat and shoes.
The guards stared at her and asked quite fiercely
whence she came. She replied that she wanted
to see the steward of the family, and she would

62 THIRTY FAMOUS CHINESE STORIES

1. generous to the poor, ¥#® A. 2. Chou Jui, fj#§. 3. entrusted

steward, B gl ae. 4. old bones, FEFi§ (§&13E3E). 6. for the good
of all, &R Z#|. 6. how he should behave in the presence of a rich

relative, 7&—EIFEH AL N &I §IE. 7. Yung family, SERHF.



THE OLD WIDOW LIU 63

foe much obliged* if the guards would call him
but. But they ignored her request. However,
ne of the guards told her, “The steward has gone
Jut, but his wife is at home, you may go by the
gback door, and there you will find her.”

| The old woman thanked the guard, and went.
IShe reached the steward’s. But the steward’s
wife could not recognize her until she looked
iat’ her for some minutes. Then she said, “Oh, I
isee! Old Lady Liu,® please have a seat and a cup
of tea, and how are you faring?”’

“I am coming to see how you and grandaunt
lare getting on. If you could take me to see her,
i80 much the better.* If not convenient, please
iconvey her my greetings,” said the old widow.
Now Chou Jui’s wife was a sensible, keen lady.
She at once’ knew why the old woman came to
see her, for she remembered that in former days®
her husband had received assistance from Doggie
in land dealings.” She therefore said:

“Old Lady Liu, rest yourself, you have come
from far, I must let you see the mistress and
convey your best wishes. But one thing you may
not know: grandaunt has now entrusted all the

house management® to her niece named Hgsi-feng.®

1. much obliged, ZEFpr%EL. 2. looked at, jf. 3. Old Lady Liu, &3,
4. so much the better, JfZ¥ 4. 5. at once, 37 #]. 6. former days,
#eRl; ¥ H. 7. land dealings, #BFEE(S,. 8. house management, 452,
9. Hsi-feng, BEJAL.
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I would advise you to see her rather than gra,nd"fﬁ__,
aunt.”” With that she brought the old widow t@#
Hsi-feng. _‘

The old widow then said to Hsi-feng, “I come
to see you to-day and ask you for help, for the
parents of that little boy (pointing to Pan- erh)
are starving to death.” Then she pushed Pan-er 'f:_k
forward, saying, ‘“Tell what your parents told
you to.” |

Pan-erh was a bashful boy.! He kept silent.
Hsi-feng was a keen shrewd lady. She therefore
said to the boy, “Don’t speak. I know.” She
asked Chou Jui’s wife to prepare a table of food,
and gave twenty taels to the old lady, saying,
“That is for the boy to buy clothes with. As
darkness is now fast falling,® I guess you will
have to hurry on your way.?! But come here
again some day, for relatives ought to see each
other.”

The old w 1d0w thanked Hm-feng gratefully, and
returned home with great joy.* With that twenty
taels, Doggie and his wife passed the year happily.

1. a bashful boy, 24y /hrE. 2. fast falli 3. h
your way £ {RAYEGH. ﬁmth great joy, ﬂﬂin%g N RN
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MO CHI!

In the Sung dynasty® there lived in Hsinan® a
head beggar named Ching.* He had a beautiful
daughter called Yu-nu.! He tutored® her writing
and at sixteen she could write verses’ and knit.

At a bridge not far from the Ching’s house, there
was a poor scholar named Mo Chi. A match-
maker® came to him and asked him if he would
care for the hand of the head beggar’s daughter.®
Mo Chi mused, “I am now as poor as a church
mouse.’® Nobody would care to marry me. The
head beggar’s daughter is beautiful, though she
comes from a lowly family.”" He accepted the
proposal and married Yu-nu.

Now Yu-nu proved a very helpful wife. She
encouraged Mo Chi to study hard, and Mo Chi got
the degree of han ling* The chief beggar was
very happy over the literary success™ of his son-
in-law, and made a great feast. The whole village
came out to see Mo Chi, saying, “What a glorious
son-in-law the chief beggar has now!” Mo Chi

1. Mo Chi, ##%. 2. Sungdynasty, J#§. 3. Hsinan, ¥ 4. Ching,
&. 5. Yu-nu, EH. 6. tutored, ¥:®. 7. write verses, ffti¥. 8. match-
maker, i A. 9. if he would care for the hand of the head beggar’s
daughter, 4% 580 05 {8 & W¥EA&. 10. as poor as a church mouse,
B ECR i, (Gei—Rekik). 11, lowly family, Bgi25. 12. han
ling, §tK. 13. literary success, S(4% kil iRs)y (RENERR).
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siiib ik ataad

hearing this was sore displeased. He repented

that he had married Yu-nu, and forgot what a

help Yu-nu had been to him.

'a

Soon after Mo Chi received an official appoint-
ment,' he started on his way with his wite in a
boat. The boat anchored? at the bank of the

Ts‘ashih River.! It was a bright night, and the

moon silvered upon* the boat. He thought out

an evil way to kill his wife and marry a rich and
noble one. He went into the cabin,® awakened
her, and lured® her to the deck, saying, “Let us
see the bright moon shining upon us.” He stood
behind his wife, and pushed her into the river,
and asked the boatman to set sail” quickly.

But Yu-nu was not drowned. She was saved
by a high official named Hsu Teh-hou® whose boat
was passing that way, and whose rank was
superior to® Mo Chi’s. Yu-nu told the high
official all that happened to her. He comforted
her, and asked her to be patient and hold her
peace.'’

Some one told Mo Chi that the inspecting com-
missioner'! Hsu Teh-hou had a beautiful daughter
not yet betrothed.” Mo Chi thought, “What a

1. received an official appointment, 5—" . 2. anchored, ¥Jf§. 3.
the Ts‘ashih River, R /HII.. 4. silvered upon, gi ¥ Fig. 5. cabin, #i4g.
6. lured, §|. 7. to set sail, M. 8. Hsu Teh-hou, 8. 9. rank
was superior to, FR{TEEAR.  10. hold her peace, §{imk. 1l. inspecting
eommissioner, ﬂjﬂﬁﬁ 12. betrothed, Jgig.
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glorious thing it would be if I could be the son-in-
law of the inspecting commissioner!” He therefore
gent matchmakers and handed them proposals.

Hsu Teh-hou consented to let Mo Chi marry his
daughter and the agreement was that the wedding
was to be held at the yamen of the inspecting
commissioner. There was feasting and jollifica-
tion.! No one on earth could be more happy than
Mo Chi who was now to be the son-in-law of the
inspecting commissioner. The feast was over,
and night came, Mo Chi went into the bridal
chamber. No sooner had he? entered the chamber
than six maids standing behind the entrance came
out and beat him.

‘“Help! help!”® Mo Chi cried, ‘father-in-law!”

“Stop beating that wicked husband,” the bride
said.

The maids then took the groom to the bride.
Mo Chi seeing the beautifully dressed bride was
no other than his former wife, Yu-nu, cried loudly
“Devil! Devil!’™*

Then Hsu Teh-hou came out, saying to Mo
Chi, “Dear son, this is not a devil, but my own
daughter I saved years ago at the Ts‘ashih River.”

“Forgive me and spare me,” Father,” Mo Chi
then begged.

1. feasting and jollification, 2. 2. nosooner had he ..., {fliff#..-.
3. Help! help! gfér! kfr! 4. Devill Devil! iii! ! 6. spare me, fi#¥L.
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“This i8 not my business. Speak to my

daughter,” Hsu Teh-hou answered.

Then Mo Chi besought Yu-nu to forgive all his
wrongs. She wept. Through the mediation® of

Hsu Teh-hou, Mo Chi and Yu-nu were reconciled,?
and lived happily for a number of years afterwards.

1. through the mediation, §S§Wf¥. 2. reconciled, #ifR.
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CHU MAI-CHEN!

In the Han dynasty there lived a poor scholar
named Chu Mai-chen. He made a living® by
chopping® wood and selling it. But to study was
his great delight. While carrying his wood he
would hold a book in one hand, and read it. He
would also sing songs while returning home after
he had sold his wood. The people in his neigh-
borhood liked him.

Young boys mocked* him, but he ignored them.
His wife saw the boys teasing® him and became
much displeased and unhappy. She said to him,
““You must quit the one or the other.® You cannot
study and sell wood at the same time. You are
. t00 old to act so. I am ashamed of you!”

“Tet those that mock me, mock me.” I study
so that I may become famous. I sell wood to
make a living. I don’t see any conflict® between
the two,”’ he replied.

“T have never heard of a wood seller be-
coming famous. You are dreaming,” his wife
retorted.

+. Chu Mai-chen, ¥ Ei. 2. made a living, #{1. 3. chopping, #R{E.
4. mocked, B4, b. teasing, BRFE: . 6. must quit the one or the
other, fi#wheH— (Faprsesti#). 7. Let those that mock me, mock
me, XTI 8. conflict, /T,
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“Fame depends more upon fate' than anything
else. Fortune tellers® told me that I should be an
official at fifty and become famous,” he answered.

“Nonsense! The fortune tellers must have
fooled you. You will not be able to carry wood
at fifty. Both you and I will be starved to
death.! To be an official and become famous,
why, that must mean that you will be a Jugger-
naut* in the other world!”

“Did you not know that Chiang Shang became
prime minister in the Chou dynasty® at eighty?
As to the prime minister of the present dynasty,®
was he not a swineherd at fifty-nine? But the
following year” he was offered the important post.
I shall be an official at fifty, only wait and see!”

“These two persons were men of remarkable
ability. But I don’t see ability in you, you fool!
I go my way, and you yours,” the wife said.

“I am forty-three; seven years from now I shall
be fifty, and be an official. If you cannot wait,
you may repent,” Mai-chen went on.?

“I will not wait for one day. If I should wait
for seven years, I would starve. You must let

1. Fame depends more upon fate, 4 %ilifr. 2. fortune tellers, %@y
JH:. 3. starved to death, f%E. 4. Juggernaut, &8 2’f. 6. Chou
dynasty, J§#.- 6. prime minister of the present dynasty, (%524
(#§42FR3h). 7. following year, 4. 8. went on, i F:.
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me go my way, so that I may live longer and
happier.”

Perceiving® that she could not be persuaded to
stay, Mai-chen at last set her free, and said, “‘Go
and marry a rich husband.”

“Anyway, the husband I am going to marry
will not be so poor and foolish as you are, Mai-
chen.” With that she bowed twice and departed
without sorrow and regret.? But the poor scholar
only gave forth a loud sigh, saying, “It 1s my
wife who has divorced me,? not I her.”

Now the tide of years rolled peaceably,* and
Mai-chen reached his fifty years of age. 1t
happened that the Emperor Wu T issued an
order to summon to his aid® the great scholars
of his time. Mai-chen wrote a petition to the
‘emperor, and was highly recommended by Yen
Chu,” a fellow countryman of Mai-chen. The
emperor made Mai-chen mayor of Kweichi.® The
attendants of the yamen heard that a new mayor
was coming and made great preparations.’

Now one of the attendants was the person who
had married Mai-chen’s former wife. She was in

1. perceiving, 7 it. 2. without sorrow and regret, 7RG
3 divorced me, HFHHE. 4. tide of years rolled peaceably, Y& B, iffi.
5. Emperor Wu Ti, Higair. 6. summon to his aid, §45R. 7. Yen Chu,

B gy, 8. Kweichi, €%, 9. preparations, H{fii.
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rags' and barefooted,® ocarrying meals to her
husband. Mai-chen in his official carriage saw
her and recognized her. He sent for her® and had
her sit in a carriage following his. They arrived at
the official residence.* The wife was frightened
and heartily ashamed.® She bowed down and
dared not look up. She humbly besought him to
forgive her past wrongs® and make her one of his
maildservants.’

Then Mai-chen brought a bucket of water® and
spilt the water on the ground, asking, “Is it
possible for the water already spilt to run into
the bucket again?” Mai-chen said, pointing at
the water. ‘‘However, for old time’s sake, I will
apportion a part of the garden to you, so that
you and your present husband may live by
growing fruits and vegetables.””

The neighbors and other attendants laughed
at’® her, telling the passers-by, “That is the garden
wherein the former wife of our mayor lives.” The
discontented wife! could not bear this kind of

ridicule, so she jumped into a well in the garden,
and died there.

1. rags, ##. 2. barefooted, #Ml. 3. sent for her, k. 4.
official residence, #i[™; 'WES. 5. heartily ashamed, H-4EHD. 6. past
wrongs, §RASF% 7. maidservants, #if¥. 8. a buoket of water,
—Hg7k. 9. wing fruits and vegetables, Ffilii ¥ 7 B 2Eas. 10. laughed
at, K. 1l. discontented wife, R4 EaFE. 12. bear, ¥ 2.
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A-CHI,! THE FAITHFUL SERVANT

In the Ming dynasty? there lived in Yenchowfu?®
three brothers, Hsu Ché,* Hsu Yen, and Hsu
Chao.! Their father willed” that they should live
together. They had a faithful old servant named
A-chi, who was sold to® the Hsu family years ago,
after his father’s death. He worked hard, rose
up early in the morning, and went to bed late at
night. He would give his sincere advice, when-
ever he saw anything not right.

Now Hsu Ché died. He was survived® by a
wife, two sons and three daughters. Hsu Yen
and Hsu Chao wished then to divide the property,
ignoring their father’s will. They called together
their relatives and neighbors. By agreement,™
" A-chi was to serve Hsu Ché&’s family, for they
thought he was old, and could not be of much use
to the widow.

Hsu Ché’s wife was not willing to have the
property divided." She made protest,” but her
protest was of no help.’* She went into her
chamber, crying, “O husband, how can I spend

1. A-chi, % 2. Ming dynasty, B{8§. 3. Yenchowfu, M fF. 4.
Hsu Ché, ##4. 6. Hsu Yen, #s. 6. Hsu Chao, %. 7. willed,

Wigw. 8. sold to, FHA. 9. survived by, i#F. 10. by agreement,
Eam. 1L to have the property divided, Ay iEE. 12, made protest,

. 13. of no help, $&H.
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such sorrowful days and hard times! .You are not
here. I have to bring up' the sons and daughters.
Of whom can I ask help? Who will help me?”

Just then A-chi was standing without. He
overheard® the weeping and was moved, and
sald, “Mistress, don’t be sad.! Though I am
old, I will do the best I can. I am still healthy.”

“What trade can you do?”’ the widow asked.

“That all depends upon money and oppor-
tunity. Just now I cannot say.”

Next morning, A-chi’s mistress gave him her
earrings’ and clothes and had them pawned for
twelve taels,® and asked him to trade therewith,”
saying, “Be careful, this is my last penny.® Don’t
fail in your trade, lest I should die of starvation.”

“Be sure, I will faithfully trade with your
money.”’ A-chi left his home and went to Ching-
yiin Mountain® where varnish trees were grown.
He bought paints and carried them to Soochow
where there was a great demand, and sold them
there, and gained twofold.’ With cash in hand,
he bought sixty piculs of rice and sent the rice
down to Hangchow' where there was a famine
and sold the rice there and gained threefold.

1. bring up, #3¥. 2. overheard, §5M. 8. don’t be sad, AR,
4. opportunity, f#&. b5. earrings, H¥E. 6. pawned for twelve taels,
Wi MR- 7. therewith, P12Z. 8. my last penny, B33 R i 0r

9. Chingytin Mountain, B¥@|l. 10. gained twofold, Ff—{#. 1l.
Hangchow, ¥iM.
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A-chi now returned home with great joy. The
two brothers did not believe in him. They
thought that he had lost all the money in busi-
ness, as he had no business experience at all.
They teased him, but he held peace, and put the
money he earned into a box.

Now in the neighborhood of the Hsu family
there was a rich beau? named Hsien Shih-pao,’
who had squandered all his money* with riotous
living, and he was in need of money badly. He
desired to sell all his houses and one thousand
mow of land at half price, fifteen hundred dollars.
A-chi hearing this immediately ran to the poor
landlord and said that he wished to buy the land.
He asked Hsu Chao and Hsu Yen to be inter-
mediators,® for that was an important bargain.’
_The two brothers agreed that they would, but
they wondered where the money would come from,

Next day Hsien Shih-pao came. A-chi said
to the landlord, “You cannot change the price
we agreed on yesterday.”

«Sure enough, I'll not change a whit. I can
sign the title deed® first,” said the poor landlord
for he was anxious to get money.

1. no business experience at all, ZEJE/l: BB, 2. beau, ELEAT.
3. Hsien Shih-pao, Jfii-dy. 4. squandered all his money, & $efi—14]

¢E¥Rt. 5. riotous living, /LR, 6. intermediators, h A. 7. an
important bargain, — B EMZS). 8. title deed, FLR.
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Then the brothers reading the title deed and

finding that the price was fifteen hundred dollars
for one thousand mow of land, doubted very
much how the poor servant could furnish so much
money. They signed the title deed. The poor
widow went in and took out a box full of silver,
and paid the landlord the price. No doubt the
brothers marveled very much, but they could
not do anything against her and the servant. The
poor widow could now live comfortably on the

land.

e L e
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She bade her parents farewell.



f o
1'%

MU-LAN,! A PATRIOTIC GIRL

Mu-lan was a patriotic Chinese girl. When
her father was sick, she nursed® him. When he
got better, he heard that the Turks® were invading
China. The government was enlisting all men,’
and Mu-lan’s father was on the list.® Mu-lan
feared lest her father be conscribed. She thought
that if her father was called to go to the front,’
she would be a substitute.’

General Ho Ting-yu® was the commander-in-
chief.? He sent messengers to recruit'® Mu-lan’s
father for service. When she saw the messengers
at the door, she went in and said to her father,
“Don’t go to the front yourself, but let me go
instead, for you are old and too weak. You can-
not bear the cold in the north.™ I will pass
myself off for a man,* and go for you, for I have
learned tactics.”*®

“How can it be, daughter? You are a girl. If
you be known by others, it may mean disgrace™
to me and your forefathers,” her father replied.

1. Mu-lan, . 2. nursed, FeE. 3. Turks, S8k, 4. enlisting all
men, 3. b. on the list, LM k. 6. go to the front, FhEgH. 7.
substitute, #%{t. 8. Ho Ting-yu, #EE. 9 commander-in-chief, {
fl4.  10. vecruit, §®. 11. bear the cold in the north, RAR%H /7 AR
12. pass myself off for a man, ${f . 18 tactios, L ¥§. 14. disgrace,

k. 15, your forefathers, PRl s
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“Girls should be as patriotic as' boys. If all
the national defense? depends upon men, what’s
the duty of women?” she insisted.

Her father seeing her strong determination®
granted her request and gave her his former
uniform and armor.* She put on® the uniform,
and looked just like a soldier, and even more so
than her father.

The messengers came in again and urged Mu-
lan’s father to start. She bade her parents fare-
well.® They shed tears. She started on her way,
and passed through vales and dales,” crossed
mountains and hills. She met many soldiers on
her way, and went with them to the field. After
days’ travel, she reached the battlefield.®. She saw
General Ho Ting-yu was fighting face to face’
with a foreign enemy, and was nearly killed by
the enemy. She quickly ran up, and helped him,
and defeated the Turkish general. The general
was very happy for the unexpected help® from
a strange soldier. He asked her who she was and
where she came from. She told him that she
was Hua Hu'" (using her father’s name), of Hsien-
an.’? The general then asked her to be a watch-
man® in his camp in the night.

1. as patriotic as, RI$FE. 2. national defense, FjE4. 8. strong
determination, B2 4. 4. uniform and armor, F]RRRZZER. 5. put
on, %z k. 6. bade her parents farewell, 4& Pl &8#. 7. vales and
dales, |UZFHIZRE. 8. battlefield, ERyL. 9. face to face, FI¥E. 10.

unexpected help, TR AREIAyiEEk. 11. Hua Hu, #38. 12. Hsienan,
EiZz.  13. watchman, g =,
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