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OUR COURSE OF

Next to our own lnngﬁago, English comes
first in importance in our school curriculum,
Its importance i8 stressed ' not only because it
i8 required By the local educational board, but
also because it is a medium of instruction for
further studjes both in the colleges and in the
technical schools, where the text-books are
mainli written in® English, ’

English is not an easy language to learn.
For mény vears language experts have endea-
voured to discover a suitable method whereby
a fair knowledge of English can be acquired by
a student in the time alloted to the study of it
in the middle school years. This method is the
direct method which Pooi To has adopted in its
systern of teaching for the last few years,

The foundation is laid in Primary 4, where
the pupil is tfained to hear and speak the new
language, By imitation and constant practice,
the learner’s ears become accustomed to the new

gounds and his tongue fluent to speak the new
words, TInitial lessons in reading and writing

ENGLISH STUDY

are given in Pfimary 5. Simple grammar les
sons are not introduced until the pupil is able
to understand, Spe;a'k, réad, and write simple
gentences, These lessons are presented in the
junior one and two olasses, and ar(: gradually
elaborated up through the Senior second S'ear,
leaving the Senior third year for preparatory
work, that 1is, preparing for college entrance
eXaminations,

If this standardized method of teaching can
be followed by our school successively without
any interruption or hindrance, our English si-
andard will be raised considerably. As it is, we
have been handicapped because of the chaotic
disturbances which have affected the movements
and the school life of our young sﬁndents.

‘We are hoping that this method of teaching

. can be pursued with a reasonable degree o fconsis-

teney here in Hongkong. If persistently pur-
sued, it will equip our students with a good c-

ommand of toe language which wunderlines the
purpose of the course of our English study.

by Mang Wu

an opportunity for the Christian girle to study more about the Bible, Jesus Christ, the church, and the
responsibility they should accept in carrying forward His Kingdom, This group meete each We-

dnesday afternoon., Hach week one class of the school go as a (group) to attend the worship serv-

jee at Kowloon City Baptist Church, The class sponsor with the goes girle, This gives an opoo-
rtunity to enlist all of the girls in church attendance and to encourage them to have the habit of
going to the house of worship each Sunday. The teachers have their prayer meeting each

Wednesday evening. At this time many of the tea chers also bring other members of their family

to join in the season of praver and to enjoy the excellent message brought by some special spekaer,

Jaxie Short October 17, 1950



the school in Hongkong found it absolutely necessary to comply with the order fom when the Board
of Trustees decided that the school should be complotelg independent of Pooi To Middle school tn
Canton and Miss Helen ﬁuen should become the prineipal, ,

This semester there are 69 members on the faculty and 1028 students in 29 classes, Every
month the school has to put' out: more than $2700 HK for rent, It is our cherishedhope that a large
building can be erected in the pear future to take*care of the many students who desire to enter
Pooi To to be developed socially, physically, mentally, morally, and spiritnally, for greater useful-
ness in life,

Truly God has blessed us during these five years in Hongkong. praige ye the Lord.....c.......
Whinch doeth great things and unsearchable, marvelous things withont number.”

Psalm 146, 1, Job 5. 9. . —Translted by Elaizabeth Luk
Junior II......The Parables of Jesus
Juniol (BE.oa. The Biography of Jesus

¥ach Thursday morning a religious assembly is held for the entire school. At this time the group
enjoys singing, reading the Bible together, praying, and listening to a sermon. Dr. J. D. Beiote
i8 the main speaker at this time. During the firsh port of October, Dr. Dake Me Call and Dr.
W. YA. Criswell of America brought special evangelistic messages to the student body. Many stud-
ents made a public professio¥ of faith in Christ at that time,

Every mor;ing there ig a brief devotional period in each home room before the lessons are started,
The dormitory students have a prayer meetirg in the"even.ing. the BYPMO of the school furnishes

\




—85—

In August ‘1.9{9, conditions were such that students eame from all parts of China to Hongkong
with the intention of getting into a good school like pooi To, The first thing Miss Huen had to
do was to open more classes, Altogether seven classes were added, one seﬁior two elass, two senior
one classes, an extra class for each of the junior classes, and one for the fifth grade in primary
school, The enrolment increased from about 500 to more than 900, Had there been space; the num
ber oould have been much larger because scores of students were turned away.

0o account of this large increase, the school borrowed $24,000 HK from the school in (fanton to
build four additional classrooms west of the main building, These rooms can seat 188 students.
Moreover, it was necessary to buy more eouipment, such as desks, chairs, apparatus, ete., which
cost more than $10,000 HK. The result of all this was that the school was hard pressed financially,
but the faculty members were so cooperative that the school was able to face the diffienlay happily.

In June the senior two students asked that the school open a senior 3 class, The school saw
the need and gladly granted théir request, Today we have all the classes from kindergarten through
senior three, _ ;

Again the school felt the need of additional equipment, In July a campaign to raise funds
was launched Three picture shows were presented at two different theatres and nearly $10,000 HK
was raised. With this money, more apparatus and books were purchased, At this time the school
should like to express her appreciation to all who have helped and sympathized with the school in
all her difficulties and trials, especially to the Foreign Mission Board of the American Southern
Baptist Convention which has already given much apparatus and has promised to give more.

It was also in June of this year that many parents asked that the school have more classes in the
primqry school for their children. The school got permission ‘to open an af ternoon primary school,
but when September came, many people went back to China, Consequently, the afternoon school has
only five classes; with an enrolment of approximately 110,

Although the Nanking Government had, in April 1947, said that the school in Hongkong
should no longer be considered a branch of the school in Canton, it was very difficult to sever rela~
tions after having been a part of that school for such a long time, In September 1950, however,

Senior I Of............37% Junior II Sing ...... 4%
Senior I Sing .........40% Junior I Oi............5%%
' Junior ‘I Sing.........50%

The material that is being étudied in the varions classes varies according to the interest and
needs of the students. The following is the lesson subjects that are being studied by each class,

Senior III...... The Old Testament Fulfilled in th‘e' new Testament
Senior II ... The Gospel of John
Senior I........Jesus Christ, the Servant.. ... The Gospel of Mark

Junior III ...Tntroductory Study of the Bible for Christians



EARLY DEVELOPMENT

In the year of 1947, the enrolment inereased to 518 so that the Education Building of the Church
plOVPd to be inadequate for the needs. In July the present building on Grampian Road  was
rented to accommodate the higher primary grades and all the junior elrsses, In all the school there
were fifteen c]as'soq Soon every room was filled to capacity and many other students who sought
entrance could not be accepted because of the lack of space, As time passed, the scheol bought more
. apparatus for the laboratory and: books for the library, with the ressult that the standard of the
school was raised.

Concerning religious retivities in thd school, students and toachers showed a good spirit from
the verp beginning, The studednts were eager to study the Bible and joined Bible classes and B.
Y.PM.O’s with much enthusiasm, The Christian students were always ready to tell others about
Jesus,

In February 1949, Miss Lee, the principal, went for q religious retreat in Toishan, which is
not very far from Canton, There she felt called by God to stay on and prepare to be a still better
worker for Him. Consequenrly, she resigned as prineipal of Pooi To, much to the regret of all, and
Miss Haftie Young substituted for a half year, During that time Miss Young served most effici-
ently and continues to be the same - loyal efficient person as she acts as business manager for the
school

RECENT GROWTH- 1949-1950

7

Since 'Miss Jessie Lee was not ready to return to the wore work in August of 19149, the Board
of Trustees invited MISS Helen Huen, who was then in Clanton, to come and take over the work as
principal. Miss Huen accepted the position with a deep sense of gratitude to Miss Tiee for the
good foundation she had laid during the years prior to Miss Huen’s arrival,

- RELIGIOUS REPORT OF POOI TO
JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH

In the junior and senjor high divisions of the school there are 159 students who are Christians.
These students are divided iﬁ the following proportion among the eleven sections,

Senior TIII..............48% unior IIT Oi........60%

Senior 1II Oi............99% Junior III Sing.....42%

Senior II Sing.........58% ... Junior 'TI Of .:s.ci.92%
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AN HISTORICAL SKETCH GF POOI TO SCHOOL IN HONGKONG :

As we celebrate the Fifth Anniversary of the founding of our school hore i Hongkong let us
pause to thank God for His wonderful grace and leadership through the sixty-two years that have
passed since Pooi To was founded in Canton in 1838, and especially during the five years here in
Hongkong, for, after the, surrender of the Japanese in 1945, it was the same loving Father that led.
in the founding of the branch school in Hongkong, where students might be given an opportunity
to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ and be saved and, at the same time, better prepare themselves for
stddy in college and university. :

As a part of this joyful occasion, we wish to presert this book with a brief history of Pooi To
School in Hongkong. The history may be divided into three parts, namely, the foundine of the
school, early development, and recent growth.

THE FOUNDING OF THE SCHOOL

In Aungust 1945, immediately after the close of the Second World War, Mr, T.F. Lam, Dr. P-
S. Yip, Mr. H.T. Taam, and some others were in Macao planning to start a Pooi To school in
Hongkong for the purpose of enlarging the scale of Christian educateon, They invited Miss Jessie
Lee to be the head of the school, :

On September 29, 1945, Miss Jessie Lee and Mr, I.P, Wan arrived in Hongkong, ready to be-
gin the work but confrorited with financial difficulties, for they had only $1500 in Hongkong cur
rency which had heen given by the school in Canton, Miss Lee rented the Education Building of
Kowloon City Baptist Church, a three-story building with nine classrooms, After equipment had

: béen bought, the school needed a manager to taker the responsibility of registering the school with
the Department of Education in Hongkong, Mr, T.F, Lam, who was chairman of the Board of
Education of the T.cung Kwang Baptist Association, was invited and he kindly accepted. Pooi To
i8 indeed thankful to Mr. Lam for the help he has rendered the school all during the five years
‘here in Hongkong, _

School opened in October with twelve aembers on the faculty and 194 students in nine classes *
from kindergarten through junior one, Although the school was short of funds and the students
were not up to étahdard, yer, under the léadership of Miss ILee and with the full cooperation of
the faculty, Pooi To was the very first school to open in Hongkong after the surrender of the Ja-
panese, The second semester, two classes were added, jﬁnior two and junior three. In July 1946,
the school had her first commencement exercises, /

The following year in April, the Nanking Government ordered thatthe Hongkong branch cease
being a braneh of the school in Canton and elect a separate principal, Miss Jessie Tiee becamee
the principal. Thank God for .such a capable consecrated Christian leader.

’
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