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SICK

SHEL SILVERSTEIN

‘I cannot go to school today,’

Said little Peggy Ann McKay.

‘I have the measles and the mumps,

A gash, a rash and purple bumps.

My mouth is wet, my throat is dry,

I'm going blind in my right eye.

My tonsils are as big as rocks,

I've counted sixteen chicken pox

And there’s one more—that’s seventeen,
And don’t you think my my face looks green?
My leg is cut, my eyes are blue—

It might be instamatic flu.

I cough and sneeze and gasp and choke,
I'm sure that my left leg is broke—

My hip hurts when I move my chin,

My belly button’s caving in,

My back is wrenched, my ankle’s sprained,
My ’pendix pains each time it rains.

My nose is cold, my toes are numb,

I have a sliver in my thumb,

My neck is stiff, my spine is weak,

I hardly whisper when I speak.

My tongue is filling up my mouth,

I think my hair is falling out.

My elbow’s bent, my spine ain’t straight,
My temperature is one-o-eight.

My brain is shrunk, I cannot hear,
There is a hole inside my ear.

I have a hangnail, and my heart is—what?
What’s that? What’s that you say?

You say today is ...... Saturday?

G’bye, I'm going out to play!

How inventive she is. The reason she gives to explain
why she cannot go to school are funny and crazy. I think
that her miraculous and unexpected recovery can make
everybody laugh. All these remind me of a film. It talks
about how a school boy pretended to be sick in order to
get away from school.

Is there anything we can do?
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Name: STEVEN LESLIE WALSH.

Date/Place of Birth: 16/02/59 Manchester

Hobbies: Squash, swimming, running, walking, travel, reading, current affairs
School graduated: Leeds University (U.K.)

Experience in Teaching: 6 years.

Reporters: Silvia Tse

Ivy Lee

I : How long have you been in Hong Kong?

W : This is my third year in Hong Kong. I came in 1987. I spent two years working in a secondary
school. Its name is Sung Tsun which is in Sai Kung.

1 : How do you find Hong Kong?
W : I like it, of course. Otherwise, I wouldn't be here. It is a very interesting place to be in. It is very

exciting. [ particularly like Hong Kong because of the travel possibilities. I also like Chinese
food, especially Szechun.
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: Were you a teacher before you came Hong Kong?
: It was very interesting because the advantage in this school was that all the students had different

nationalities, for example, in one class, there might be fifteen or sixteen different nationalities.
So they had to use English to communicate with each other. Of course, this is the big difference
between Hong Kong and Spain. Here you can all use Cantonese. In fact, their English was very
good. The students were forced to speak English with their friends. I have also lived and worked
in France for a short term before I came here.

: How many years have you been a teacher?
: Six years. Before I became a teacher, I spent one year to decide what I was going to do. | worked

as a male nurse in a hospital. I also worked in a library for a temporary job. Then I went back
to the university to study a postgraduate course for teachers.

: Why did you came to teach in the College of Education?
: Before I came to Hong Kong, I received a Master's degree at Leeds University. It was always my

ambition to train teachers. The opportunity came sooner than I thought while [ was still in Hong
Kong. So I took this opportunity to apply for this job. That's why I am here now.

: Do you enjoy teaching in the College?
: Yes, I do. I find it very interesting. I have more time to think about what I am doing. 1 tind the

students are more motivated and interested in learning English than in secondary schools. So I can
probably offer them more. It is also interesting to teach others how to teach and help them
acquire different skills a good teacher needed.

: How do you feel about the students in the College, something about the studying atmosphere and

the potential of the students?

: | have been here for a few weeks only. It is difficult to say. I find the atmosphere of the College

is extremely pleasant and very friendly. The students seem willing to learn, mostly. They have a
very responsible attitude to their studies. That is all [ can say. I think it is important for people
to remember that these are times when they must try their best to use any free time they hare to
study on their own. [ think the biggest difference that I know between this College and
universities in the U. K. is that students seem to use very little time to study on their own, working
in the library, doing their own reading. I think it is important to remember that although these two
years or three years are primarily used to train as teachers, the important thing to learn is how to

be independent as students, and know how to organize your own time and your own studying and
so on.

: What are the differences between Hong Kong students and western students?
: I suppose the main difference is that Hong Kong students are a lot quieter in the classroom than

students in the west. Perhaps they are a little more passive. I think western students tend to be
louder generally. I think, because the teaching traditions of the west are quite different from the
east, students are more prepared to take risks in the classroom and less afraid of making
mistakes. In fact, I am not saying it is all students but generally. I think this is the case.

: Have you ever come across disciplinary problem?
: Not really. My school in Sai King was very pleasant and friendly like this College. And the

students were really village students. My colleagues who came in Hong Kong at the same time
did have quite serious discipline problems in some of the inner city schools. So I think people
should not under estimate discipline in hong Kong because there are some problems in some
schools. In Hong Kong, the classes are bigger, so you have to be especially careful.

: What problems do you find in teaching Hong Kong students English?
: Motivation can be a problem for the students because they don't see any particular need. The

problem is willingness to take risks in the classroom. I think Hong Kong Students tend to be
particularly afraid of speaking English. And they are afraid of looking silly in front of their
friends. It can be a problem for a teacher to encourage students to use English in the classroom.
In this College, there is a lack of time for the English Language Skills course. [ don't think we
have sufficient time to help students. If we had more time, [ think it would help. Also there is
problem of encouraging learners to help themselves more by using some of the materials like TV,
radio and newspapers. [ was astonished by how few people actually read English in their daily
lives. If they want to improve their English, they should take their own responsibility and try to
use the available materials.




: What can a teacher do to help a student?
: The teacher can do the usual, basic things in the classroom:

1. Try to keep interest levels high so students won't be bored;

2. Try to maintain a good classroom atmosphere, and promote meaningful learning;

3. Try to provide interesting and simulating materials.
Of course, this is their responsibilities because once students lose interest, they lose motivation and
their learning go down hill very rapidly. The most important task of teacher is to keep interest
levels very high. From that I have seen and experienced in Hong Kong, I found the students here
like to do things; they don't like to sit down and listen to the teacher. They like to be involved in
the lesson.
Actually, there are differences between learning about the language and learning the language
itself. I think that in Hong Kong, there is too much learning about the language and not learning
the language itself. In other words, there are differences between teaching the rules of the
language and teaching how the language is used in daily life. It is more interesting in learning
how to use it. It really comes down to determination on the part of the teacher to make sure the
lesson is interesting, active and involving the students. So there will be less students' listening and
teacher's talking and more students' involvement. Also, too much time is spent on correction,
marking and testing the language, but no emphasis on teaching the language and helping pupils to
learn it, and motivating pupils to learn. We can spend fifty percent less time marking and fifty
percent more time in teaching, then may be the level of interest will be higher, may be students
will be more interested and more involved, more motivated to learn the language. We mark

books to give them back with full of mistakes and students' motive is lowered. There should be
less focus on error but more on motivation and interests.

: Are these the same difficulties in other countries where English is the second language?

: It varies from country to country. In parts of South East Asia, there are similar problems, for
example; classroom size, lack of motivation, lack of interest, teaching methodology which is not
appropriate. If you go to Europe, the problem is quite different. In Europe the teacher in most
schools have far greater freedom than in schools such as in Hong Kong. In Europe, most school
teachers are actually very much on their own in theyclassroom. They do more or less as they want
providing they agree the material with colleagues and the syllabus. Here are far greater
constraints. Local teachers are more constrained by school policy and Hong Kong educational
policy. In England, interest and motivation for students learning German and French can be
compared in many ways with Hong Kong students learning English. Something do apply. Some
rules do apply.

: What do you plan to do? Would you stay in Hong Kong for a very long time?
: It depends on the question of 1997. Every one is very uncertain for the moment. At the moment,

my contract lasts two and a half years. We can renew the contract and stay longer. By my long
term goal is to go back to Europe in either France or Spain and stay there.

: Why don't you go back to England?
: In the job I work as a teacher. The conditions are not good in the U. K. In fact, because | teach

overseas students, it's better for me to stay outside Britain because there are more jobs and more
possibilities. I have spent some time in France and lived in Spain. And I like those countries.
also speak both languages. It's close enough to home for me to see my family.

: Thank you very much. Good-bye.
: Good-bye.

47




Democracy e

Democracy implies assent from the people for the state to rule. That is, it
tries to encourage maxiaum participation by the individual in making policy.

In reality, it is impossible to have direct democracy-all people make deci-
sions. In a modern state, inirect democracy is practised. Indirect democracy
means that people elect represenatives who sit in the legislature and make
decisionp on behalf of the people.

Democracy has its advantages and disadvantages.

Since democracy means equal political rights enjoys by the people and this
may protect the interests of the minority. Decisions are reached by the
majority and prevent dictatorship. Representatives discuss matters and
make decisions. This can develop the co-operative spirit in society.

However, under democracy, decisions reached by the majority may not be
right. Very often, the interest and opinions of the minority may be
negelected. There are different opinions in a society. Nomatter what the
government does, certain sectors of the society may be unhappy. Furth-
ermore, it is inefficient because it takes a long time for a democratic gov-
ernment to reach important decisions.

Both western liberal democracies and communist/socialist states claim to
have the principle of democracy.

A socialist/communist state maintains its legitimacy to rule based on a form
of democratic centralism i. e. while support is given by the mass, the central
government is empowered to rule from the top to the bottom without any
doubt of mass assent.

However, the western liberal democracies see a democratic politcal system
differently. There must be freedom for political competition. There are
direct elections- one-man-one-vote. There are freedom of speech, associa-
tive and of the press. Moreover, the government must be accountable to the
electorate and be checked with the legislature. Regular election is neces-
sary. There have to be consitutional checks and balances between the Exec-
tive, Legislature and Judiciary which has to be independent. Finally, a re-
sponsible and responsive government is essential.

No state is democratic unless an opposition is permitted to critize govern-
ments, organise support and contest elections. Thus, a communist/socialist
state cannot be claimed to be democratic. A true democracy includes three
significant elements: equality, liberty and rationality. That means, every
citizen is equal before the law, there is freedom of speech, assiociations and
speech and also the use of reason.
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A Letter o o o

Dear Friends,

I am glad that we have been good friends for so many years. It was our
destiny to meet each other and become close friends. We usually share our
opinions, value judgement, personal attitude towards thing, happiness and
secret. You are my listeness, helpers, advisers and supporters.

Whenever I am down, you will be sure on my side. I will never forget you
support to me throughout these years. You keep up my spirits. You make
me have confidence in doing things. You also give me advice and courage
to overcome many problems. In the past, I was a shy, pessimisitic and
seriouse girl. Now I become more broad-minded and courageous. Your in-
fluence is of great significance to me. It is a very good chance for me to
give out my special thanks to you.

Althuogh we have argued about many things in these few years, we can
still maintain friendly relations with each other. The main reason is that we
both know each other so well that we can maittain open mind on everything
that is raised or suggested by one another. We are ready to receive and
conside different points of view. We also have critical mind to accept diffe-
rent ideas and opinious. On the other hand, if we do not really care about
each other, we may not give out any word from the bottom of our hearts. I
still remember every word and advice that you have said or given to me. It
is so helpful to me that I will never forget it in my rest of my life.

There are different wants a intentions which we hope to be fulfilled in the
future. Now we have a long road to run. Try our best and do our best,
friends. I will support you forever. Difficulties are not as difficult as they
are. If we have courage and confidence, we can go through them easily. I
always believe that ‘a friend in need is a friend indeed.” We are friends
forever.

Love

g
|

#

VANESSA
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