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FOREWORD

The English articles in this issue of the Institute’s Journal deal with a variety
of topics, including the role of Literature, with a particular focus on poetry in
the ESL classroom, the implementation of school-based strategies to
improve remedial English teaching, comparisons of two methods of marking
composition scripts, vocabulary learning and teaching. In different ways,

they all address issues of interest to those concerned with classroom
practices in ESL.



Ray Mackay explains why he thinks the section on Language Arts in the
Hong Kong Syllabus for English (Forms 1-V) should be rewritten. He thinks
that the syllabus statement is Ill-conceived, the choice of materials
Inappropriate and the suggested presentation techniques unfortunate. The
answer he contends is a re-written Language Arts section plus the
Incorporation of literature in examination and course books right from Form
One so that poetry becomes as familiar as al| other forms of language.

Peter Kennedy's search for more appropriate teaching materials which
would be interesting, contain surprise, suspense, something fresh and
unpredictable led him to seek his ‘'unwobbling pivot’ in literature. He
suggests that texts drawn from a variety of sources-songs, ballads, prose,
poetry, drama—should form a central pillar in ELT.

Philip Chan laments the separation of language from literature,
particularly as the examination syllabus is mainly used by teachers in
preference to the teaching syllabus, to the detriment, he feels, of the English
language curriculum, both emotionally and intellectually. As a result, he
would like to see the course books and English examinations reorganised to
Include literature.

Michael Murphy illustrates the value of exploiting Asian poems written
in English in the Literature class. He indicates that using Asian poems can
make reading poems more accessible and enjoyable to students. In this way,
students will be better prepared to read and respond to English poetry.

Ora Kwo considers some ways through which slow learners in English
can be brought up to the general level within each school’s ability range.
She argues for the importance of special curriculum materials for slower
learners. The identification of precise mechanisms for the implementation of
school-based strategies to achieve these goals, she believes, must be
undertaken within the context of individual schools.

By examining the ways in which second language vocabulary is stored
and retrieved and the ways in which learners activate the volcabulary,
Arthur McNeil examines the role of vocabulary learning in language
teaching in a recent research he has carried out. The findings of the study
points towards the need for improving the teaching of vocabulary which
must include morphological variation and the pronunciation of words, in
addition to the semantic and collocational aspects.

David Coniam discusses whether criterion referencing or norm
referencing is a more reliable method of marking composition scripts. With
its new Form 7 Use of English Examination, the Hong Kong Examinations
Authority is about to move from criterion-referenced to norm-referenced
marking. The author in this paper examines the reliability of both types of
marking.

Reports and Summaries

In this issue, the section on Reports and Summaries has been expanded to
provide former or present participants of ILE Refresher Courses with an
opportunity to share with other teachers their experience in classroom
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practices. Given the new syllabus to teach, the challenging teaching
situations in which so many teachers find themselves and the new
techniques and hardware available, there must be a number of ESL teachers
using innovative and skilful ways to carry out their teaching tasks. May |
appeal to any teacher or group of teachers who are tackling their tasks in
what seem to them a useful method to write these up and send them in for
publication.

Report summaries of three classroom-based research projects, namely,
T V. Simulation’, ‘Radio News Magazine’, and ‘Resource Bank of Graded
Conversation Activities’ carried out by groups of English Secondary
teachers, former participants of ILE Refresher Courses, are included in this
section. In addition to reports of work carried out by practising teachers
there are three other reports of a different nature.

May Lee outlines the progress of work in the ILE Swapshop in which a
group of former participants on the ILE Refresher Course for secondary
teachers of English prepare and produce ELT materials as part of their own
‘programme’ of curriculum development. The primary team describes the
development of a ‘FUST’ (Follow-up Support Team) which initiates, plans
and implements a follow-up support project for participants who have
completed ILE Refresher Courses. Ng Fung-ping reports on a study which
examines the changes of speech patterns of velar nasal/4/) and the
zero-initial in Hong Kong Cantonese of different age groups.

The Chinese section contains seven articles. Wu Jia Zhen's analyses the
expansion of ‘occupational language’. Xu Si Yi provides valuable
suggestions for the use of the language in ‘The Pragmatics in Confucius
Thought.” Li Wen Sheng discusses the use of noun phrases as verb phrases
in classical Chinese. Xu Jia Lu explores methods of the teaching of Chinese
characters. Lee Hok Ming reviews the teaching of Syntax. Ho Kwok
Cheung reports on a study of the comparison of the 2,000 most frequently
used Chinese characters found in three frequency counts carried out in
China, Taiwan and Hong Kong. Chan Tak Kam gives his views on a
comparative study of the old and new editions of a Chinese text.
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