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So long! Mr. Smith

Daisy Leung
Celine Mang
Arthur Chu

Mr. Smith assumed duty as the principal of TTC in 1974. In these 11 years, he had contributed lots of efforts in establishing
the college. He had worked unceasingly in the promotion and development of both the technical and commercial streams.
After his being our principal for such a long period of time, how much do you know about him?

He began his career as an engineering apprentice and finally became an engineer with his talents and diligence. Although he
always worked under many constraints and difficulties, he never complained. Moreover, he hoped that TTC would be able to
have, with the other colleges of education, matriculation entrants, so that young people with higher calibre could be trained

for the teaching profession.

In order to know more about our principal, an interview was specially arranged, and the content was summarised as follows:

By profession you are a mechanical engineer, have you
always been involved in education, or was it your first
teaching post? When did you take up this post as Principal
of TTC?

I took up the job of Principal of HKTTC on 2 May 1974.1
commenced any career as an engineering apprentice many
many years ago and I became a draftsman and an engineering
designer and finally I was a development and research
engineer. I was developing special purpose machinery for
making fluorescent tubes, plastic powders, and bread.
In fact two machines which I designed are at present still
working in the Garden Bakery in Hong Kong. I then de-
cided that I would like to become a teacher, so I joined the

one year full-time course at Garnet College in London -

back in 1954. After that course I taught in technical
schools and technical colleges and joined the Wolverhamp-
ton Technical Teachers’ College in 1963. I became Head
of Department in Mechanical Engineering in Wolverhamp-
ton and trained teachers mainly for technical colleges and
polytechnics. I came to Hong Kong first in 1972 at the
invitation of the Education Department on my way back
from an assignment for the British Government in Korea
where I had been training the teachers for the Woo Shan
Institute of Technology which is now the Woo Shan Univer-
sity. In those days there was a‘small department working
in Morrison Hill Technical Institute on the training of
teachers. In 1972 we ran a short course for those teachers
for the staff of that department, some of whom are still
with us. And then on my return to England the Technical
Education in Hong Kong was beginning to be developed.
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In 1973 a plan was put out for the teaching of practical
subjects in all secondary schools and the expansion of
technical institues. A Deputy Director of Education (Tech-
nical) was appointed and he instigated the upgarding of the
department within Morrison Hill to become a teachers’
college in its own right. At this time, 1973, the Polytechnic
was just being incorporated and Doctor § Y Chung, now Sir
S Y Chung, and the first Director of Polytechnic, Mr
Charles Old, came to England to investigate how they
could develop the local staff who were teaching in what
was the technical college to become senior staff within the
Polytechnic. Discussions were held with Loughborough
University and Wolverhampton Technical Teachers’ College
for which I was the representative and plans were drawn up
for a master’s degree for staff members of the Polytechnic
which would incorporate a term of teacher training. At this
time Dr S Y Chung suggested to Mr Old that the Polytech-
nic should start a Teacher Training Department of its own.
I was then approached by the Overseas Department of the
British Government with the plan of commencing a Tech-
nical Teachers’ College in Hong Kong. These plans were
very tentative at the time and with the thoughts of Dr §
Y Chung in my mind, I felt that probably the TTC would
be in fact a part of Polytechnic. But in January 1974 an
urgent telephone call from Hong Kong asked me if I could
join the Education Department of Hong Kong in that April.
I had to wind up my commitments to Wolverhampton
College and so we agreed that early May was the time I
could come to serve this College. So I have been invloved
in teaching since 1954 and the training of teachers since
1963.



What special changes have been taking place during these
ten years?

It is the acceptance within the Education Department that
technical and commercial subjects are useful and part of the
full range of education provision that is provided in
seconidary schools.

What are the most unforgettable events you experienced
during this period of time?

During the time that I have been here, the. most unforget-
table events are typhoons and the downpour of rain in
1983. Obviously the negotiations leading to the Joint
Agreement were very important and perhaps the most
vivid memory was driving out of our car-park nine o’clock
in the evening when the draft agreements were first published
and pickjng up my copy in English and in Chinese from the
New China News Agency Building on the corner.

There are many unforgettable events that happened in the
College. There were times when we had enjoyable parties
at Christmas. They have also been a good experience and I
shan’t forget those. The joy of being present at the British
€ouncil when our students have won gold medals and
become number one throughout the world in particular
examinations was great. All these are unforgettable to me.
There have been some unforgettable times when some of
our students and our staff got married. These have all been
pleasant memories which I can never forget.

What are the greatest limitations problems you have en-
countered? .

The limitations or problems that I have encountered
revolve around premises. The premises which we have are
obviously inadequate for the job we have to do. They
prevent us from enlarging our courses. They prevent us
from providing the right sort of environment for teachers
in training. Another limitation aor problem we.have is the
fact that the Universities and the Polytechnic have so far
not given full accord to the subjects which we teach,-that is

design and technology and the commercial subjects. We -

should see A levels in design and technology, technical
graphics and technology. We should see a full recognition
for the subjects which have great value to Hong Kong
industry but also taught properly could be the backbone of
an educational experience incorporating and drawing in
all the other subjects from Chinese to Geography in a very
interesting and meaningful way.

What is your expectation of TTC?

I would like to see TTC develop with the other Colleges of
Education with matriculation entrants so that we could
build a teaching profession by offering courses which lead
to initially Certificate of Education which is what we are
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doing at the moment and for those brighter, more industri-
ous students to come back and take a full degree course.
This would be a long term view which would require a very
high grade of staff and a very high grade of facilities and
resources to be made available to us. The resources were
planned by the College Advisory Committee and the stand-
ard within those plans without being too lavish would cer-
tainly give our students the opportunity to study in an
atmosphere and conditions which are conducive to giving
their best.

In the interview in SCMP on last Friday, you mentioned
that TTC would be moved to the new premises. Is the
move just for convenience so that everything will be under
the same roof or will there be any radical changes?

There will be radical changes at this moment and I think Mr
Leung made this point at our Speech Day when he was
talking to the press that the premises to be built would
house the technical subjects as part of a general college.
The radical changes would be that we would be under one
roof and the facilities would be better and more together.

When will the new premises be ready?

I have no idea at all. I know that a Committee Working
Party is in sitting. I know that the work will be done by
the College Advisory Committee. The standard of accom-
modation that we were asking for has been agreed and that
should be included. It looked to me that we should have,
and we will have, the finest College of Education and pro-
bably the largest too.

Last of all, what is your plan for future?

My plans for the future are first of all, go back to my home
and get back into the sort of condition under which it was
when I left it which means a lot of work with the paint
brush and digging in the garden and cutting down of trees.
I am not much of a gardener myself but my wife is. And as
far as I can see, gardening is 90% killing. You are digging
up weeds, you are killing insects, you are cutting down
trees -and with 10% making that one plant or those few
plants you want to survive to grow. After that, well, I am
sure if there is any other need for my services I would be
quite willing to put them forward, certainly to work for
Hong Kong, not full-time but in a way such as helping
students from Hong Kong who are studying in United
Kingdom, particularly students from Colleges of Education
would always be something I enjoy doing.

Before ending up this afticle, I would like to thank Mr.
Smith once again, for having given us such a good opport-
unity to know about other aspects of his life, and trust that
all fellow students of TTC will remember his advice and
cherish his memory, trying our very best to live up to his
expectations.
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