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Valuable land under flyovers

“Since Hong Kong is so short of land, it is inevitable
that we have to maximise the use of land under fly-
overs.” a senior town power, Mr. Bosco Fung said.

The situation in Tokyo is similar to that of Hong
Kong. Also suffering from a shortage of land, the
Japanese have effectively utilised every inch by
building shopping complexes under flyovers.

Althought Hong Kong has done this, it probably
will not be slow in catching up with Tokyo. Already,
flyovers have provided a home for two structures
and more are in the pipeline.

Two buildings of the Automobile Association are
located under the flyover at the junction of Gloucester
and Marsh Roads in Wanchai. Apparently, the
association rented the site.

There are two factors which must be considered
before constructing a building under a flyover —
location and nature.

The first thing, it is necessary to decide whether the
traffic is so heavy as to jeopardise the lives of
pedestrians gaining access to the building or whether

vehicles driving into the vicinity of the building will

cut into the main stream of traffic.

Secondly, the nature of the busingss should not be
profit-making. However, factors such as environment,
accessibility, fire safety and traffic condition must
also be considered.

The association has already obtained another piece of
land under the flyover at the junction of Gascoigne
Road and Nathan Road in Yaumati. Construction of
a new building, which comprises another indoor
driving school and breakdown service was completed
in December, 1980.

The Happy Valley and Canal Road District Kaifong
Welfare Advancement Association has also been
awarded a piece of crown land under a flyover.
The Association will use its building with a floor area
of about 1000 ft to be offices and conference rooms
for residents in the neighbourhood.

The director of St James Settlement, Mrs. Grace Wan,
suggested that the Government should grant land
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under flyovers to voluntary agencies as youth and
recreation centres. But, there existed the noise and
air pollution problems.

The Urban Council makes greatest effort to beautify
Hong Kong has also joined the action “fight for land
under flyovers”. The Council has also utilized spaces
under flyovers as public toilets and rubbish collection
points. :

Unfortunately, flyovers have served to be residential
area. In August, the Housing Authority demolished
some 30 huts under a Wong Tai Sin flyover. Since
there are so much unoccupied space squatters find
this too attractive to resist.

The characteristics of Hong Kong’s building

It seems contradictory to describe such an exclusively
modern city, Hong Kong, as haveing a rich brand of
vernaculer and architecture. The two just don’t jibe.

Buildings in Hong Kong are of international modern
style. They, as mentioned in the Renguin Dictionary
of Architecture, are characterised by ‘“assymetrical
composition, unrelievedly cubic general shapes, an
absence of moulding, large windows in horizontal
bands and a predeliction for white rendering.”
Almost all buildings fall into this category!

City Hall is a good exampled and fortunately, there
are variations on the theme abound. Recently, the
phase of Taikoo Shing and the Landmark are com-
pleted in Central.

Unlike dozens of cities, especially before the war —
Cleveland, Ohio, Calgary etc. The building(s) in Hong
Kong have its own style. It is not just the spectacular
setting that gives thiscity such a sense of identity. Itis
the way its buildings have been knocked about and
beaten into shape by the people who live there. It is
the general palulace and not the designers or architects
who have defined a new vernacular tradition.

Buildings which contain barbed wire, iron grills and
railings, TV aerials and neon signs, bamboo poles and
hanging washing, air-conditioners, pot plants and
mould tell you that this is Hong Kong and nowhere
else. The Hong Kong bamboo clothes pole is the most
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ambiquous. Like most of them it derives from
necessity and lack of space.

Designers or developers may be awared that people
occasionally have to wash and dry their clothes, but
until recently you may have been forgiven for
thinking they did not. Likewise the provision of a
single television aerial which serves a block of flats is
a recent innovation.

Most architects find it difficult to design buildings
of burglar proof at one time. The flat dweller in
Hong Kong takes measures into his own hand and
twists barbed wire round the drainpipes, balcony
railings or over those particularly vicious looking
whels of spikes on old buildings. These additions
make surface of an ordinary building much stylistic,
tacky though it may be.

Some of the finest examples of the Hong Kong
vernacular may be seen in the illegal balconies of
Wanchai, reached from a window and cantilevered
out from the building on a dicey frame of iron grills
and poles, walled in by canvas, sheets of plastic or a
stray piece of fibreglass. Further examples of the
genre are the canopies of corrugated iron, canvas or
fibreglass set out at first floor level to protect passers-
by and the stall holders beneath from rain and
rubbish. More crude canopies from protection above
windows that would leak if they were not there.

A lot of features are tacked on, pretty haphazardly,
mostly from second-hand material that look as if they
have been, and probably are, recovered from a
rubbish heap. But others are neatly crafted, of new
and durable materials that are well kept; perhaps
these lucky people own the floor-space behind. Do
not think that the Hong Kong vernacular tradition
flourishes only in the older parts of town. Recently
completed public housing estates have them in equal
measure. It is particularly revealing to make a study
of what has happened to the face of a slab block
where the Government has thought fully provided
some form of balcony.

Some are simply filled with lines of washing; others
are walled in to make extra rooms, still others have
been fitted with sliding shutters to provide an indoor-
outdoor room. All are made with different material.
The designer’s intention to provide a smooth,
regimented, uncluttered facade is destroyed at a
stroke. Or perhaps that was his intention. Depending
on your point of view, what all these various additions
to buildings combine to give you is a street-scene that
looks a mess or a townscape that is packed to over

flowing with vitality, colour and individuality.

What is sad is that more has not been made of the
opportunity to marry the architectural traditions
of East and West to create a vocabulary of details in
building what would be unique. Together with overall
designs for building that were intended to combat the
effects of climate. Hong Kong’s architectural tradition
could have been rick indeed. But that is as it might
have been. As it is, Hong Kong’s vernacular, super-
ficial as it is, is threatened, not least by the sprouting
crop of slick mirror glass office buildings in central
areas.

Elsewhere, rising standards in housing design mean
that casement, for air-conditioners, window boxes for
pot plants, balconies and centralised TV aerials are
being provided. Could it be that even the days of the
bamboo pale of washing are numbered.

Explanation: 1. brand of vernacular architecture —
its own distinct style of building.

2. Jibe — make fun of
Resources: South China Morning Post

You pay less than air travel
You see more the scenic view of Europe
You go faster because you save the time for airport
transfer, check-in time...
You are free to go anywhere, anytime, any place from major
cities to remote villas

You need not to worry about delay & cancellations in
case of bad weather

g@ﬁ@mmm«mmﬁm

Rm. 1024, Star House, Kowloon, Hong Kong. Tel.: 3-694847

81-AS0-05




B@H A

B 5 AT AT T

—BRERMERE —

—AEHM T BF tASERSI—RIE - —
I FE S F BE A BURTE - RIS FEME AR L T3 Be
o RBE o BREMEAL - MR EBATEE R
A 0 DBk BB TR B R o

st RRRRZH - AE2BE > BEERL
EABER » —HBEMTHTAZS - fIZHER
» KRB ORBER o HLLE I A M FIHEAUEE —
o MM > BEEFTAM > UG EBRRZR o
HAER LIEAR - SaT# L TRERL A -
O R TEAE RS (5 0 FfEE - R ER
SHAT ICRBBEEE - BRSE TR !

R 11 s s D | S 8 B K IR

HEEERER  BAES  FLES LIEARRES
AW - EICINEENSE - HERRTIE T - B

U] o 7 {9 5 R BT R RN AT TR - TP B
A4 RS o B B2 TTHE 4th INTRA-
COLLEGE MATHEMATICS OLYMPIAD ; &
ST - PRMIED L > R 43 o MRS TS
Wt o MO TRERNSEE - BT UM EMFRE
—H | AEREEE AR : TEIS . BRE
S8 - B8 RENT 4 b0 FAELT IR
CRAR LI ) WTRLRRRS Tk 0 S H 0 M b
o BT 43 o phRF - R E RS L R IE -
— Gl ~ B - SER MR o

fiF 7 - RRORFZIWEGET - 28% 0 2REC
REAY - (BA —#  HABRE - REERSRAMA
C BEHBE o Btk EREM - TBEABURTE A
th o 4 FTA LIEABSZEVRE —Eam TIF » RE -
B B B O R NREAE - MRS
B (B{YRE L TIEABICHRME - BBhhEERE
HTHRBEEM Gt o RitH > BRES EMER
RAGRER T  BRTERE - BRRERES
hEEREFOM S - (EH - RUIK TUMBERRL 6
i8R ©

B LM EEE B -EHEBERE > LR
SERE - WAERR LI RMEAKB R - LETEERERE
W AT - BHEF 0 AEACEER LS
B EE  ME A CE KT R o EEICHNT
wiE% o —EEERES —EHEA - TAEABRHEE
o BEE TAEEARA, o FIBIERRER o 2L
» FEIAHER ©

Btk o KB EGH 1 2R R BT e R B B o

Al

MR
B MEE R #kE ME
B RESR ETE FEE BEX
HM=4 IR MR 2R s



9

F o IRy - HESr i T

SEPMREE > CREMET - MR O
ORI TE(E R T LRI 5 | o ZEPUETASIE B
oo EMATEH » SRTHES - KER , FLR
M TrESFEDIRES) o i F E K > B3 —H +t&
HBGHE » BB = A » )
CYF + ATRENEFIEST o

FEPAEM KT MEFIES L T By 847
o RSB IMRY - EHAHES L T THE 4
th-INTER COLLEGE MATHEMATICS OL-
YMPAID | iE =475 &HARE : SHFRESA
FRE » BTLALTESE Rtk » 7 8 5 048 ) 7 0 2 7
BT » B TR R o

PSR A T PUBTOOREBE o 7 LB UE IR
Al RER  BRAEET » RASIR—(FH
H o TR — 4 > JET8 5 5 - AR
b BB B - W R R o 7 H 7R
W B R M= k- BB AERE | B

—— THEm BB ——

FRAM LA ) 8RR A0 g0 ? SR A - 18582 15
MBE RS EERITHEECROEHKT o

HTERE R - AR 152 A » it LB
JEARSTE T o SRFFAAED I A0TE REIE o FTL b
BETS o 5T A A EAE o AR A SMNOREE o AT
BE B PRI IE AT BB TR A - IR %I b TREE
3 WEETS o MBAN FIBARET S35 - BOREIRIE A &
BE » BATLUAGE RS - RIMEER - M4
BEAS R

Bt - KRB ERRIT B AR R kG R
mE BRI A0 R AR o

HEmEER
TE  HNIEHERR (—aA<t+—59)
NEEEREFERR (—EMt+s)
ZH  ERUEHBRR (—a=1+X<%)
B A L mamESRE (—aORY )




THE
ROLE OF
THE

BY ' ‘PR SMITH

THE PRINCIPAL

HONG KHONG TECHNICAL
TEACHERS' COLLEGE

The broad aim of the College is to provide
teachers of technical subjects with an instu-
tution where training in teaching techniques
may be acquired, and where educational
developments may be studied.

Since the teaching of technical subjects
is carried out in secondary schools, technical
institutes, the Polytechnic, the Universities,
and in commerce and industry it follows
that there must be a variety of course availa-
ble to cover such a diverse range of levels
of both students’ ages and academic achieve-
ment. The College recognises three broad
horizontal divisions in the work which it
does. These are
(a) secondary education, which embraces

the teachers in secondary schools, pre-

vocational schools and grammar schools.

(b) tertiary education, which embraces the
teachers in technical institutes, the
Polytechnic and other colleges such as
the Heng Sang Bank School of Commerce.
In the division there are large number
of part-time teachers who follow their
own profession during the day.

(c) commercial and industrial training, which
embraces instructors and supervisors
working in offices, factories, workshops,
prisons and institutions for the handi-
capped.

Another distinguishing feature of the courses
offered by the College is when in the teacher’s
career the teacher education is carried out,
that is, whether it is pre-service, or in-service.
For those students who are hoping to enter
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secondary education the course is pre-service.
From September 1981 the Course will be of
three-years duration. It will prepare teachers
of technical subjects to teach up to Form
three in the case of the subject of Design
and Technology, and up to Form five for
the commercial subjects. There will be
available a full-time course to supplement
the studies of these graduates of the super-
seded two-years full-time course. The subject
of Design and Technology covers such a
wide field of study that in order to prepare
teachers to teach the pupils in Forms four
and five there is a need of a further year of
full-time study, and it is envisaged that
such a course will be available shortly. This
will then bring the teachers’ education stand-
ards into nearly line with the teachers teach-
ing other subjects at this level.

For the teachers who are to teach in
the prevocational schools and in the tertiary
field, that is the vocational training centres,
the technical institutes and the Polytechnic
there are available pre and in-service courses.
The applicants for these course are already
in possession of a recognised qualification
in their chosen professions, so that the
course is of one-year full-time duration or
its equivalent. Graduation from the courses
mentioned above lead to ‘“Qualified Teacher”
status which is granted by the Education
Department.

The third area of our work, that con-
cerned with commercial and industrial educa-
tors and trainers, calls for a great deal of
flexibility in terms of arranging suitable
attendance patterns for the many types
of organization which make use of our

- services: for some a period of full-time

attendance is called for, and for others
part-time attendance is all that can arranged.
The larger industries sometimes ask for a
course tailored for their particular needs,
whereas for the large number of smaller
industries courses are for mixed areas of
manufacture. For those instructors working
with the disabled there are supplementary

11

 courses which deal with the role of the

instructor working as a member of a team of
specialists. The course deals with the pro-
blems of the instructor in the task of over-
coming or minimising the effects of idsability.

In addition to the conventional teacher
training that goes on within the College,
there is a very important area of teacher
development which finds expression in
large numbers of short courses and seminars.
These are mounted in response to the ever
changing needs of teachers and the changes
in the subjects which they teach. In this
current session there will have been 16
short courses and seminars organised, with
400 participants, on subjects as diverse as
Graphic Communication for teachers of
Design and Technology, to Education and
Management today for senior members of
staff of technical institutes and colleges of
education. It is in the field of in-service
courses that the College filters through to
practising teachers ideas and techniques
that are being developed in other parts of
the world and of course also developing
here in Hong Kong. From the foregoing
it can be seen that the work of the College
is very wide with a student population whose
requirements range from approximately form
six, for those students in the first year of
the three-year course, to post graduate work

for those attending the in-service courses and
seminars.

The title of this article “the role of the
Technical Teachers’ College” is 1 think,
summarised as, “to provide means to enable
the teaching of technical subjects to be of
as high a standard as it is possible to be,
with the resources available to the teachers”.
This entails ensuring that there is a College
staff of a very high calibre, with recent
teaching experience who are prepared to
keep up todate in their own specialism,
and be adventurous to try out new ideas and
be critical enough to reject those which
are unsuitable.
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