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punished forgot again and again. Nor is the second reason
sound, for if the child’s writing is improved purely on account
of this punishment, then the whole class should as well be
benefited by being punished in the same way for no other reason;
and if the teacher accepts scribble, it does nothing but perpetuates -
bad habits and ill-formed writing, detrimental to the child’s
penmanship for life.

Let us look at the problem under better light. we can see
nothing wrong in the act of forgetting itself. It is sometimes
even desirable and necessary to forget things. For instance, it
is hardly desirable that our mischief and blunders be never for-
gotten. And a learned person must get very mixed up as every-
thing he learned holds equally important place in his brain. In
short, we all wish to be able to forget irrelevant details like
our past mistakes, our {riends’ wrong and sad experience.
Moreover, good memory depends on a number of factors in the
learning process, such "as intensity, association, frequency and
practice. The child himself can do very little to improve his

or her memory if he does not understand and apply the above
principles. The responsibility lies rather with the one who imparts

the knowledge or delivers the instruction.
Thus, before contemplating any punishment, the teacher should

consider how far the child is held responsible for forgetting
what he forgot-whether the assignments have been -clearly

explained, whether the work has been made meaningful to him

and whether there are other external causes affecting him, like
ill health or other business occupying his mind at the moment.
Where it involves lies, willingness, ability and interest, the case
must be carefully distinguished and dealt with differently. In

general, the child who apologizes sincerely and who realizes
the trouble or inconvenience he causes by his forgetfulness should
he readily forgiven, for after all, “to forgetis natural, (a human
trait), to forgive, divine.” :

— FORGOTTEN. —
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On Forgetting

To punish or not to punish?

A pupil forgot to do his homework. The teacher asked
him to copy a certain sentence ten times in the hope of making
him remember next time. Je came back the next morning
forgetting to do what he was required to do. He was chidden
for his bad memory, but in vain, for he failed again to bring

his work the next day. He was asked “Why?” but he could
give no better reason than “T have forgotton.” This hardly

satisfied the teacher and his penalty was doubly redoubled. This
time he did remember and managed to produce half the pre-
scribed amount of writing. Reviewing the scribble handed in,
the teacher had no difficulty in discerning the helping hands of
2 number of other pupils in the class. Nevertheless, he accepted
it for fear of aggravating the crime. Both the teacher and pupil
felt greatly relieved!

The above is a common occurrence in the classrooms. Far
too many teachers fall into easy belief that a little extra work

or trouble in a sense, will cause the child to remember well
next time. They even order the forgetful pupils to do the

labour of cleaning the floor, or other humiliating act such as
putting on clips on their ears or noses. A little trouble may
serve to make the child think it undesirable to forget the
teacher’s instruction next time, but the above examples of punish-
ment will surely institute wrong sentiments in him or her. Some
teachers are very fond of prescribing long sentences thinking

that the extra work will not only cause the pupils to be more
attentive to their assignments but at the same time improves
their writing. This is not true. Many of the pupils thus-

« 8 ¢



All these are psychologically satisfactory. Yet if the pupil are
shown the hidden treasure, beauty and infinite mystey, and ma-
thematics teachers themselves shake off the severe, dreadful face

but act as romwntic artists or cheerful jugglers, the subject will
be more welcome.

— SQUARE -—

e e e o e e e e ey i S S, R

[. Q Test again?

Some of our readers may have proved their 1. Q. to be 150
by solving all the problems put forth in our last issue. Here
are some more ‘“‘easier” ones for those who are interested. The
answers may be found somewhere in this issue.

1. “You see, sir,” said the motorcar salesman, “at present
the fore wheel of the car I am selling you makes four revolu-
tions more than the hind wheel in going 120 yards; but if you
have the circumference of each wheel reduced by 3 feet, it

would make as many as six revolutions more than the hind
wheel in the same distance.”

Why the buyer wished that the difference in the number
of revoluaions between the two wheels should not be increased
does not concern us. The puzzle is to discover the circum-
ference of each wheel in the first case. It is quite easy.

2. If apples were sold by the cubic inch, hqw could we
really find the exact number of cubic inches in, say, a dozen
apples?

3. “Between two and three o’clock yesterday,” said Colonel
Crackham, “I looked at the clock and mistook the minute hand
for the hour hand, and consequently the time appeared to be
fifty-five minutes earlier than it actually was. What was the

correct time?”

-7.



Of course to a school child, this necessity of mathematics
is not at all obvious. It is a teacher’s job to demonstrate to
the pupils the importance of the subject in the school curriculum.
But he should never do it by way of passing examinations alone.
At present, too little has been said to our pupils that it is not
a surprise to find pupils who fail to answer correctly why they
study mathematics.

Yet the aim of studying mathematics is not merely for its
world-wide applications. Too much of the technique in problem
solving may eventually turn the subject into a tool. Most te-
achers teach pupils how to make use of the tool and try
to help them to apply this powerful implement. Pupils practis-
ing this trade and finding it workable regard it as an instrument,
like a pair of scissors to cut or a ruler to measure. It 1s true
that to be able to make use of a thing is an important aim
of learning it, But one must remember that mathematics is not
such an instrument; itis the sediment of a fine art seived through
the generations; it has been universally developed, refined and
crystallised and has become the proud fruit of the prolonged study

of human beings. There is in itself a beauty, a completeness
of its own, a charm and a mystery. Some of these properties

may even be observed in quite elementary stages. To mention
a few: square numbers, triangular numbers, symmetries, recurring
decimals, circles of the triangle, colliniarities. One of the duties
of a teacher of mathematics should be to reveal to the pupils this
prodigious aspect andjencourage pupils to look for some more by
themselves so that mathematics is not merely regarded as a tool
but also as a piece of fine art.

To many who know that mathematics is absolutely necessary,
this kind of appreciation is never felt. The subject is thought
of as a dry one. Teachers try to tell stories, point out its sig-
nificance and uses in order to arouse interest in the subject.

« 6 o



learn the elementary technique in solving simple mathematical
problems and exercise a lot on the mathematical process they
acquire. But what actually is the aim of learning mathematics.
is often disregarded and in most cases, neglected.

Later on, as a pupil begins his formal study of other scien-
tific subjects, he realizes the importance of the use of math-
ematics in experiments and applications. By constant contact with
mathematics in every branch of human activity, e. g. in statistical
representations in many exhibitions etc., he knows that the subject
he has been learning from his primary school does give an enormous
advantage in the- interpretation of everyday phenomena. Though
the importance of the subject in examinations still holds its place,
a secondary school pupil knows why he must learn mathematics.
Yet the aim of learning mathematics and the teachers teaching
it is far beyond this application. |

When our pupils study more about mathematics and are
confronted with the interesting and appealing aspects of ma-
thematics, some are fascinated by the beauty and the powerful
application of the subject. A few gifted ones eventually take it
as a principal subject in a College study and thus become spe-
cialists.

For the majority, mathematics becomes indispensable. From
presidents whose responsibility is to plan and conduct “for the
common good of the community to the hawkers in the street,

mathematics never runs away from their heads. Millionaires have
to count, if not calculate how rich they are; statesmen, lawyers,

researchers, architects, draftsmen, teachers, accountants, doctors,
housewives and whatever professionals you may name can never
do their work properly without the elements of mathematics at
their command. Even philosopbers admit the essence of ma-
thematics. Nowadays, no sane person may exist without some
knowledge of mathematics.

- * H -



_ergone the normal process of shaping. “When 1 was writing

‘The Shadow of the Glen’,” wrote Synge in 1907, “I got more
aid than any learning could have givern me from a chink in
the floor of the old wicklow house where I was staying, that
let me hear what was being said by the servant girls in the

kitchen. This matter, I think,is of importance, for in countries
where the imagination of the people, and thelanguage they use,

is rich and living, it is possible for a writer to be rich and copious
in his words, and at the same time to give the reality, which is
‘the root of all poetry, in a comprehensive and natural form. In a
good play every speech should be as fully flavoured as a nut
or an apple, and such speeches cannot be written by anyone who
works among people who have shut their lips on poetry.”

The Production: The play is produced, as “An Affair of
Art”, by Mr John Maclean, Lecturer in English, and the set-
tings are by Mr John Warner, Lecturer in Art, Northcote Training
College.

In order to achieve accuracy in the speaking of the lines
with authentic Irish intonation and pronunciation, the players have
had special training which includes listening to recordings by the
actors of the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, of Synge’s major play, ~The
Playboy of the Western World”.

MATHEMATICS CORNER
Shall We Add a Streke Here?

It is interesting to investigate how the average man looks
upon the subject of Mathematics. In school, pupils regard the
subject as an important one in examinations. For failure 1in
Mathematics usually means a complete failure in an examination
and hence promotion to a higher form is most unlikely. Pupils

L] 4 L]



b. Soprano Solo by Miss Irene Yu, L.R. S. M. with
Miss Lucy Lau, L. R.S. M. at the piano. Songs by
Handel, Mozart, Gluck, etc.

3. A play in English:- “The Shadow of the Glen” by J.
M. Synge. For details of this play, please refer to an
article which appears elsewhere in this issue.

W

Introducing ‘‘“The Shadow of the Glen”

The Author: John Millington Synge was born near Dublin,
Ireland, in 1871. After graduating from the Royal Irish Academy
of Music, he went to Germany to continue his music studies in
the hope of becoming a professional musician, but he soon ab-
andoned this ambition and moved to Paris. There he met the
great Irish poet W. B. Yeats and it was largely in consequence
of this friendship that Synge turned his attention to writing ab.
out Irish peasant life. The first of his remarkable plays which
led to a big revival of Irish Drama at the Abbey Theatre,
Dublin, was “The Shadow of the Glen.”

The Play: “The Shadow of the Glen” reflects Synge’s cer-
tainty of his touch and method. His handling is surer in - this
play than in any other. It gives one immediate insight into
his peculiar power and achievement.

The play takes as its central incident the simulation of de-
ath by an elderly husband in order to trap his young wife with
her lover. This kind of incident is not unusual in naturalist
comedy. But what distinguishes Synge's play from all others
and sets it on a level by itself is the poetic beauty of the language.
Synge was an assiduous collector of the imaginative speech of
the Irish countryman and used it with great poetic and dramatic
effect in his plays. But it is a literary product that has und-
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ted to each of you through your school correspondent or otherwise.
We cannot help hoping that you will give further generous sup-
port to the fund-raising project by both buying some tickets
for yourselves and yours and selling some more to those you
can approach.

O that all dip deep the oar

Into the sea of philanthropy!

——m—=— e

BEAR IT IN MIND!

By this time it should be well known that our next move
in raising more money for our School Construction Fund is the
production of “An Evening of Plays and Music.” This grand
new attempt “will leave a brilliant mark in the history of N. T.
C.P.S.A.and N. T. C. S. A. The unsparing and prolonged effort
put forth by our members is to be exhibited in LOKE YEW
HALL, Hong Kong University, by the end of this month.

APRIL 25, 26, 27 are drawing nearer and we are appealing
for your support...... by selling as many tickets as you may.
More tickets at $20, $10, $5 are available from either (1) Mr.
Stephen Leung of Java Street Government A. M. School, tele.
No. 78434 or home tele. No. 77592 or (2) Mr. Chan Hon
Kwong of Java Street Government P. M. School, home tel. No.
406590.

The Agora has the greatest honour to reveal the contents
of the programme of the gala evening:

1. A play in English:- “"An affair of Art” by Joyce Dennys.
2. Music items:
a. 4 songs in English and 2 in Chinese by famous
COMpPOSELS ...... N.T.C.P.S. A. and S. A. Choir.
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EDITORIAL

Owing to the exigency of time, we regret that we are not
able at this issue to push out many English articles. That much
we can print is found in the following pages.

The pre - dated appearance of this issue is prompied by one
purpose: that of making some propaganda in connection with
the production of two English plays with some intervening musical
items on April 25th, 26th and 27th. The word “propaganda’ 1s per-
haps too strong-“‘publicity” is more fitting. Propaganda is necessary
only when other means of stirring the spirits fail, and is thus
frequently applied in time of war or tumult. We hardly need
that sort of thing. We know very well—and need no propagada
to teach us to do so - that the putting up of the English plays
is a further step towards raising funds for the construction of
a school for poor children, and this 1s a very meaningful and
noble act—one that we, the teachers in particular, can be more

than proud of.
Tickets for the two evenings have, we trust, been distribu-
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