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(B) Punctuate:

(1)

(2)

mary went to look two minutes later she came running
back her face red you horrid boy she cried you have dug
up all my seedlings i didnt know you hat planted any
seeds there replied tom why didnt you tell me you know
that i look after one of the flower beds you didnt tell
me you were going to hoe it up was marys reply its all

your fault said tom

the giant looked down he saw hercules and roared in a
voice like thunder who are you i-am hercules thundered
back the hero in a voice as lould as the giants own the
giant roared out to him again 1 am atlas the ~mightiest
giant in the world 1 hold the sky upon my head so-1 see
answered hercules but can you show me the way to the
garden of the hesperides what do you want there 1 want
three of the golden apples shouted hercules for my cousin

the king

COMING EVENT IN DECEMBER

A discussion on “Teaching of English in Primary

5 & 6" will be held on 23rd December, 1938, at 10
a.m., at Cosmo Club, Hong Kong. Details will be

given in circulars.



Supplementary Exercises in English for Prirﬁary 6 (i)

{A) Read the story carefully and answer the following questions:
THE CAT AND THE MILK

Once upon a time, a man kept a cat which was very clever.
When her master was away, she would walk round the house,
~ finding something to eat.  One day, her master went to the
market. As soon as the man _left the house,‘the cat came into
the kitchen. She felt quite thirsty, and began to look for a
drink. When she found a bottle half full of milk, she tried to
drink the milk. But the neck of the bottle was so narrow that
she could not get to it with her tongue.

She thought for a few minutes, and as she was clever she
at last found out a way. She put her hand into the bottle,
and brought it out covered with milk. Then she licked the
milk off her hand. She did this again and again until the
milk was all gone.

1. What was the cat’s master?

2  When the master went to the market, what did the
cat do?

3. Why did the cat look for a drink?

4. How much milk was tlilere in the bottle?

5. Why could the cat not get her head into the bottle?
6. Why could she get her hand in at last?

7. How does a cat always drink milk?

o

What should we do when we fail the first time?

N’ B. It is suggested that the above should not be: attempted
ontil lesson 21 has been covered in O.E.C.M. Fourth year.

o



MATHEMATICS CORNER

On Aims of Mathematics Teaching

It may be of interest to know how people in different parts
of the wortld consider the *aim of mathematics teaching in schools.
The following is derived from the Mathematical Gazette, Mathematical
Asscciation.

While almost every country aims to lay a sound foundation
of mathematical knowledge for pupils intending to follow scientific
or technical studies, some coun'ries teach their pupils mathem-
atics as a means to solve the everyday problems of living, to
participate in their country’s economic affairs, to engender an
appreciation of the value of the exact sciences and the part
which they have played in man’s evoluion, or as a source of
cultural enrichment.

Besides the above the Philippin<s expect an awareness of the
value of mathematics as a cultural heritage and as a factor in
human progress.

Hungary hopes to achieve capacily to understand and for-
mulate the laws govern'ng the environment.

Spain wishes to develop intelligence through logical thought.

Thailand looks for the capacity for concentration, accuracy,
-rapidity, orderly thinking and confidence.

Romania looks towards an awareness of order and beauty.

Italy moves into the moral field with orderliness, eﬁactness,
and soberness in the use of words.

By looking at the above, what do you say about the aim
of teaching mathematics here in Hong Kong? E:S!

<85



a library book

travelling expenses

bread to eat

the number of the house

looking out of the window, he......

some, a few, a cupful of etc. (Quantity)

. He was such a good boy.

10. The boy (whom) I saw.........

11. The boy (whom) we are talking about............

COSO0RSVE OV CLE A

Sentence patterns were so important that they should be learnt
as thoroughly as possible. The ultimate a'm shou!d be that the
pupils were so proficient in using these palterns that it became
habitual. Mr. French analysed the stages through which such a
goal could be attained. They were: '

(1) Practice: Give practice through actions and speech, action
chains, etc., until the sentence patterns became fa-
miliar to the pupils. "

(2) Exercise: After the pupils were familiar with the patterns,

give them exercises until they were proficient in
using them.

(3) Drill: After many exercises, drill them until the usingof them
became habitual.

Mr. French recommended -a very simple and efficient way of
teaching and learning sentence patterns by the use of substitution
tables. He demonstrated the effectiveness of such a method by a
little experiment. He taught the audience to learn more than
twenty Burmese sentences from a substitution table in about seven
minuts. His experiment proved an easy success.

H. Y. Leung



the commonest and most important patterns, they will have little
difficulty in expressing themselves. Mr. French sorted out the

chief sentence patterns in English. As it would be of some use
to teachers they are listed below: —

{A) 4 kinds of statements:

1. He has a book. (Subject-verb-object)
2. There are some books. (There......... )
3. I said that he was right.

4, I said it was wrong.

(B) 4 kinds of orders:

1. Go away.
2. Please go away.

Kindly go away.
Will you go away.
3. Let us go away.
4. I told (asked, requested) him to go away.
{C) 5 kinds of questions:
1. Hss he a book? :
2. Has he read that bcok?
SV hen oot o ?
Where............ ?
VW hy e ?
How o s ? (How many...... ?)
4. T asked him if/whether...... S (Indirect questions)

I asked him when(where, what, how, why, etc.)..c..........
5. You will go, will you? (Repeat questions)

(D) 11 ways of expressina the Adjective function:

1. a tall man
2. on Tuesday next (Adjective placed alter the noun it
quali‘ies)

(R




‘sonant letters missing out. The audience could not decipher the
words in the sentence. Then the same sentence was written out
again with all the consonmants in but with all the vowels missing.
At once, nearly all the words took shape and revea'ed themsel-
ves. This proved that the consonants were more meaningful and
significant to our pupils. Yet how many of us think otherwise.

Having pointed out these facts, Mr. French went on to discuss
some of the principles of the English Language and their applic-
ations in teaching. These .were: The structural words, word
order, and sentence patterns. |

On structural words, he said that it was these that were
more important in the study of tbe English Language. Teachers
in Hong Kong, he thought, laid too much emphasis on the teac-
hing of hard words. It was the structural words —The Auxiliary
Verbs, the Prepositions, the Relatives, and the Interrogatives,
(Pronouns and structural Adjectives and Adverbs are included in

“The Teaching Of English Abroad”.), not hard words, that of-
ten presented difficulties to our pupils. And, these structural words
occurred with the greatest frequency in speech and print. In 100
ordinary sentences, there might be as many as €00 structural words.
Therefore in our teaching the structural words, not hard words,
should receive more attention.

The significance of word order was also brought out. It was
illustrated by-this example: “It struck the man dead.” ; “It struck

,

the dead man.” It is clear from these two sentences that a slight

change in the order of a single word alters the meaning of the
entire sentence.

It follows naturally that as the word order is fixed the sen-
tence patterns are also fixed. = One of the main difficulties in
learning a foreign language lies in the fact that different lang-
uages have diffe-ent sentence patterns If our pupils can master

-5.



A LECTURE BY MR. F. G. FRENCH

Recently Mr. F.G. French, an experienced teacher of English
to foreign students, gave a lecture at the Grantham Training
College. (Actually, he gave two lectures, but they were almost
on the same subject.) He offered some practical suggestions and
reiterated a few of the principles of learning and teaching Eng-
lish expounded in his invaluable book, “The Teaching Of Eng-
lish Abroad”.

Opening his lecture, Mr. French remarked that we teachers
in Hong Kong were working too hard. It would be better, he
said, to let our pupils be the more active partner. For, absorb-

ed in and over burdened with the work of teaching, we often
failed to see the pupils’ difficulties from their point of view, and
tended to take it for granted that whatever we had taught they

understood and learnt.

He pointed out, for instance, that we seldom visualized how
difficult it was for our pupils to discern the difference between

y

an unvoiced “s” sound and a voiced one, and to know when

22

and where the “s” sound should be voiced.

Nor could we find out, he went on, how our pupils were
puzzled by the great multitude of meanings some what we tho-
ught to be simple words might take on. Thus, our pupils might
be at a loss in trying to comprehend the meaning of “do” in
these expressions: “Do it as I do”; “Do not do it as I do.”:
“do sums” ; “do good”; “He has to do without timber.”.

The fact he cited in his third example wes still more strik-
ing. When a pupil looked at a printed word, he said, it was
the consonant letters, not the vowels, that first attracted his at-
tention: they were more meaningful to him. He demonstrated
this by writing a sentence on the blackboard with all the con-

c 4 o



for th se kinds of exercises is snatched by other essential school
activities. We prepare to give more such exercises in our subse-
quent publications.  But whether they suit our pupils will depend
entirely on the response of our members who think ever them
or try them out in their classes. _

In the past issues, Mathematics has been a dominant subject.
No issue has been put forth without the Mathemat'cs Corner.
While encouraging our “‘mathematicians” to hold on their ground,
we cannot refrain from appealing to teachers of other subjects.
If mathematics can survive for ever (we hope) in the Agora,
why should not other topics. It is a good sign that our “Historians”
are now in shape to take the'r part as shown by their effort
in the last issue. We sincerely look forward to seeing many other
members to follow their example.

On wishing all our readers a Merry Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year, we also wsh them to contribute more the

THEIR Agora.

Invitation to Cinema (Contest)

There are words in English which when spelt in the reverse

order are also meaningful words. For example,

‘* E 1 s
saw’’ becomes ~was

“step” becomes ‘pets”

How many such pairs of words can you wrte out? Send
your Jist to the Editor, Agora, 3 Yuen Yeun St gr. {l., Hong Kong.
The one with a lst of the most numerous pairs will be award-
ed TWO backstall tickets in any Hong Kong or Kowlon theatre.
A second prize will be given. Closing date will be 5th February,
1959.

o' § o
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Editorial

With our desks piled with exercise books for correction, we
may find life monotonous. Some find that there has been no
time to ponder over or to improve our methods of teaching.
Many admit that their teaching hes become a mere repetition
of what they taught in their first-year profession. It is therefore
quite a stimulant (in fact a gift) for us to attend talks by experts
on methods of teacfuing. The lecture on English teaching given
by Mr. F. G. French in his recent visit tc the Colony {fulfils
many a wish. Unfortunately admission to the lecture hall: was
limited. From those who had been to the lecutre, we feel quite
a loss for our members who could not or, by any chance, did
not attend. Through the kindness of one of our members, the
Agora is able to produce a brief account of the lecture which
we hope our readers may find beneficial.

We also put forward in this Issue some comprehension and
punctuation exercises for our Primary 6 pupils. It is hoped that

thoy miy be of help to our busy members whose t'me to look
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THE PRESIDENT SPEAKS......

Dear Members,

Our bazaar scheduled on
the 27th & 28th December is
drawing near. The aim is to
raise $25,000 to'‘help to make
up $ 110,000 for the building

of our new primary school. -~

In the past we have tried other means of raising funds.
Thanks to the generous support from the public and the
enormous effort of our members, we have been very success-

ful. That gives us much confidence and encouragement.

Several months ago, we distributed bazaar tickets
amongst ourselves for sale. But according to our latest
report, the sum thus collected so far is only $3185 which is,
we must admit_ falling very short of our expectation.

Time is running short now; we have only about 20 days
and our task will be over. I, therefore, must appeal most
earnestly to you for your greatest effort. [ am sure you are
‘tryin g very hard now, but try even harder! It s upon your

selling of the tickets that the success of our bazaar depends!

e
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