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A play presented by a College of
Education has an importance which is far
greater than the value of the play iteelf or
the excellence of its production. One
hopes that the play will posses some in-
trinsic value, cultural or moral, and this
play, ¥ # fiz 4 with its warning of the
dangers of drugs, certainly carries an im-
portant message. One hopes that the play
will be well-produced and well-performed
and I have confidence that this presentation
will satisfy the audience in these respects.
Over and above these aspects, however, a
College play has great value in its con-
tribution to the education of the student-
teachers who participate in it.

I do not believe that anyone can be
involved in the production of a play,
whether as actor or back-stage worker or
maker of costumes offrontstage helper,
without growing in imagination. And
magination is a quality which every teacher
needs in large measure every time he
prepares a lesson or faces a class or deals
with a difficulty. I believe that all engaged
in the production of a play, particularly the
actors but not only they, gain in personality,
and this too contributes to their effectiveness
as teachers. Furthermore, the actual ex-
perience gained in helping to organize a
play, in preparing the hundred and one
things invloved in the performance of a
play, or in acting in a play can provide use-
ful training for work in a school

I wish to thank very sincerely all those
who have helped in any way whatsoever
with this production. I wish fo thank also
all those who, by coming to see the play,
are helping to give the MNorthcote College
of Education Students’ Association some
much-needed funds.

I hope that you will all thoroughly
enjoy the evening’s performance.
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CThe Tradition o} the Neortheote cplay
by Dr. A. Dean Peggs: Past Principal

1 am honoured by the invitation to be associated with this play in the capacity of
Honorary Adviser. I would like you to know that I am deeply sensitive of this honour
because Northcote is still very dear to me.

A few days ago, I read an article by a student in Hong Kong appealing for college
students to be given freedom to manage their own affairs. It surprised me that such an
appeal should be considered necessary as it is widely accepted that student self-government
is an important aspect of student education.

On reflection, I wondered whether in this particular instance the deficiency rested with
the students rather than with the authorities. For such freedom cannot be given: it can be
conferred only in proportion to student readiness. This calls for stunent inifiative and a
continuing degree of student responsibility. 1 can think of no better illustration of this than
the Northeote Play.

The tradition of the Northcote Play is as old as Northcote College itself. It is a
{raditon which was begun by student initiative and has been kept alive for nearly thirty
vears by student responsibility. I consider it outstanding among Northcote traditions. It
may even be considered outstanding in the field of a mature dramatics in Hong Kong. Itis
certainly outstanding among student traditions in Hong Kong.

This was implicit in the choice of a Northcote man to undertake the prime responsibility
for launching the series of annual Drama Festivals of the Hong Kong Students’ Federation
which have proved so successful. It was also most fitting that the Northcote name should
be associated with the festival trophy.

It is most gratifying to note that you have shown such confidence on this occasion as 1o
venture into the City Hall Theatre from the College Hall It is not, as originally planned,
a play in English. The tradition of the Northcote Play is strongest in Chinese. I am
convinced that the tradition could be as strong in English. 1 am equally convinced that it
will become as strong in proportion to student initiative and responsibility.

The seed was sown by students in the College’s first year; it must be nurtured by
students. Lecturers will encourage and advise, they will assist and guide; they will be the
happier to do so as they see the students taking the initiative and shouldering the responsi-
bility. I understand that a play in English is planned later in the academic year. [ am
confident of its success; I hope I shall be here to enjoy it.
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FEW WORDS FROM THE ACTING CHAIRMAN,
NARCOTICS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The need to treat drug addicts, and hence the importance of SARDA’s work, may
not be recognized by those who think that being an addict is a personal affair. However,
when we consider the large sums of money being wasted on drugs every day and the
utter disregard of moral restraint by addicts in order to obtain the necessary doses to
satisfy their craving, we can easily see that drug addiction is not only a personal problem
but one that has an important bearing on the economic strength and social security of the
community.

Upfortunately, despite SARDA’S efiorts, it seems that there has been insufficient
public support and co-operation towards helping rehabilitated addicts after their official
discharge from the Shek Kwu Chau Centre. As a result SARDA has experienced diffi-
culties in finding work for them. I would urge employers to assist in the work of the
social rehabilitation of drug addicts since their understanding and co-operation is vital in
helping SARDA’s discharges to become re-integrated into the community and be good
useful citizens again.

It is gratifying to learn from the Report of the achievement made during the year
under review, of the three-year extension programme and of the growing confidence shown
by both the staff and the inmates, which has contributed greatly towards making Shek
Kwu Chau a successful and happy community.
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THE STORY

'ﬁ The story begins at the time when Wan Hon Sang moved into his new mansion. At
the same time, poor uncle Ye was moving into his shabby shed, which was under the
verandah of the mansion. The richly decorated verandah of the mansion—a paradise of

i the rich, contrasted sharply with the shabby-looking shed—a hell for the poor. This dis-

|___ tinct and sharp contrast was seen throughout the play.

The Wan mansion housed an odd assortment of personalities. The owner, Wan Hon
San, was a dealer in drugs. The others were his idle, spenthdrift son Wan Fei, his naive
daughter, Mary, his lavishing companion, Lucy, her daughter’s play-boy friend, George,
his servant, Ah Chiu, his drug-agent Ngok Tung, and his secretary Cheung Wah.

Mr. Wan was rich—though how he got his money was dubious. The main source of
his income was from the sales of large quantities of drugs. Through the influence of peddlars
like Tok Ngan Lug, Uncle Ye became an addict and was thrown into prison because of
drug-taking. Ah Kwai, a hawker who, was forced by circumstances into carrying drugs, was
sent to prison also.

Uncle Ye was not by nature bad. He came to the City to look for a niece, with whom
he had long lost contact. Coming to the City, he lost his job, and became sick. These
misfortunes forced him to turn to drug-taking for comfort. Luckily for him, he soon
recovered from his sickness. The help offered to him by his friends Ah Chuen, Ah Kwai
and Cheung Wah encouraged him to lead a new life.

The Wan mansion fell into bankrupey when Wan Hon San lost a large shipment of
‘cargo’ and with its fall came the dizintegration of the organisation. George and Lucy,
who appeared to be his friends, but who were actually after his money, left him. Wan Fei,
who had become a drug-addict owing to the influence of George, was put into prison.
Mary, who was cheated by George, realized her own
childishness and ignorance. She saw clearly the
wickedness of her family. She left home and set off
to find a new life.

The combined efiect of the catastrophe of a
broken living and bankruptey hit Wan Hon San so
hard that he lost his senses. Anger and shame blind-
ed his reasons. He stabbed George, and unable to —
face the fact, ended his own life. *

=

It was found that Lucy was Uncle Ye's niece.

But being used to luxury and comfort, she disowned
her uncle. And she also faded into insignificance. }‘ﬁ-
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