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For the interest of the fair sex among us, the following table
is drawn up on similar lines but with the figures representing
salaries of Certificated Mistress (M) and Primary School Mistress (N).

Year after M’s income 3 N’s income $ ;
Form 5 Monthly Yearly Monthly Yearly Yearly Dittenerce
1 —24 - -240 200 2,400 2,640
2 200 2,400 430 5,160 2,760
3 200 2,400 4556 16() 3,060
S 430 5,160 480 5,760 600
EE 455 5,460 510 6,120 660
S 6 480 5,760 540 6,480 720
~ 7 510 6,120 570 6,840 720
Zo 540 6,480 605 7,260 780
9 570 6,840 640 7,680 840
10 605 7,260 675 8,100 840
11 640 7,680 675 §,100 420
12 675 8,100 675 8,1C0 no difference
Total 13,980
13 710 8,520 675 8,100 420
co 14 745 8,940 675 8,100 840
.= 15 780 9,360 675 - 8,100 1,260
S 16 825 9,900 675 8,100 1,300
=12, 870 10,440 675 8,100 2,340
S LS 915 10,980 675 8,100 2,880
19 960 11,520 675 8,100 3,420
20 1,005 12,060 675 8,100 3,960

fe————

ol 1520

The conclusion is the same: 20 years after Form 5 will be

the time required for making up for the deficit.
The principle underlying the consiruction of the table is of

universal application. One could follow this principle and construct

another table showing the long-term emolument difference between

two particular teachers. By so doing, many questions about

family-planning could be readily sclved.
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friend never will be moved up to that grade or any other higher
grade at all, and DISCOUNTING VARIABLE C.O. L. ALLOW-

ANCE AND W. & O. CONTRIBUTION, THE DEFICIT ARIS-
ING FROM INITIAL DIFFERENCE IN PAY BETWEEN HIM
AND HIS FRIEND WILL BE MADE UP FOR IN TWENTY

YEARS AFTER FORM 5, i.e. in the 17th year of his professional
life. If he was 18 when in From 5, he will be 38 by the time he

catches up his friend in the basic emoluments received.

Year after P’s income $ Q’s income $
Form 5 Monthly Yearly Monthly Yearly
1 —94 =240 200 2,400
2 200 2,400 540 6,480
3 200 2,400 570 6,840
] 540 6,480 605 7,260
a2iles5 570 6,840 640 7,680
S 6 605 7,260 675 8,100
L g 640 7,680 710 8,520
Ol 8 675 8,100 745 8,940
9 710 8,520 780 9,360
10 745 8,940 825 9,900
11 780 9,360 825 9,900
12 825 9,900 825 9,900
AT 870 10,440 825 9,900
er 14 915 10,980 825 9,900
£ 15 960 11,520 825 9,900
EERRG 1,005 12,060 825 9,900
= 17 1,050 12,600 825 9,900
A 18 1,100 13,200 825 9,900
19 1,150 13,800 825 9,900
20 1,200 14,400 825 9,900

R " T

e Pr S

2.640

4,080
4,440
780
840
340
340
840
840
960
040

540
1,080
1,620
2,160
2,700
3,300
3,900
4,500

Total 19,800

s

Yearly Difference

no difference

Total 17,640

This table is, as a reference, of particular value and importance
to those who take teaching as a temporary job or as a stepping-

stone, e.g. as a means of earning money for higher studies.
the rest of us, it gives a clear defined picture of salary difference

and variation, in concrete mathematical figures.
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maximum of $825. One of his classmates may, on the other
hand, prefer to spend another year in Form Lower 6, sit the
" Matriculation Examination and thereafter join N.T.C. for a
two-year course. When he comes out and gets employment, he

- and dismay, that he has to start with
the -same basic salary of $540 and has to serve out the same
salary scale to $ 825.

discover:, to his surpris

“If’s grossly unfair!” the C. M. grumbles. My friend got
into the training college one year ahead of me. He enjoyed an
allowance of $200 a month for twelve months in the year
whereas I had to pay $24 school fees a month or $240 for the
vear (10 instalments) besides fees for the Matric Exam. When
it came to my turn to have the training, also getting § 200
monthly allowance, he was already earning a basic salary of .
$540 in the first year and $570 in the second. And now that
I begin to have $540, he is drawing $605! I can hardly see

how I'm not at a disadvantage.”

“Be calm. Take it easy, my friend,” says the Accounant,
in an attempt to soothe down the young man’s temper.  Let
me explain to you. You are qualified as a Certificated Master
and will, when you reach the top of the ladder, be promoted
automatically to Assistant Master, but your friend, as a Primary
School Master, will scarcely have the advancement.”

Whether the CM will get his promotion automatically is
doubtful in the light of past experience; and it is somewhat cruel
to imagine and believe that the PSM can never hope to gain access -
to the AM. grade. Anyhow, the CM, calling himself P and
his friend, the PSM, Q, has the following table drawn up and sees
that:

TAKING ALL CHANCES EQUAL, that both his friend and

he will live long and get increments automatically, and assuming
that he will be promoted to the AM grade promptly and his



Seating the Party

As the Carckham family were taking their seats on starting
out on their tour Dora asked in how many different ways they
could all be seated, as there were six of them and six seats,
one beside the driver, two with their backs to the driver, two
behind, facing the driver if no two of the same sex are ever
" to sit side by side? As the Colonel, Uncle Jabez, and George
were the only ones who could drive, it required just a little
thinking out. Perhaps the reader will like to work out the
answer concerning which they were all agreed at the end of the
day.

Locating the Coins

“Do you know this?” said Dora to her brother. “Just put
a shilling in one of your pockets and a penny in the pocket on
the opposite side. Now the shilling represents 12 and the penny
1. I want you to triple the coin in your right pocket, and
double that which is in your left pocket. Add these two products
together and tell me we whether the result is odd or even.”

He said the result was even, and she immediately told him
that the shilling was in the right pocket end penny in the left
one. Every time he tried it she told him correctly how the
coins were located. How did she do it?

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
by D. K. W.

A Form 5 boy, after taking his School Certificate, may try
to get a one-year course of training in one of the Training Colleges
and thereafter become a Primary School Master, with an initial
basic salary of $ 540 which increases yearly by increments to a

_,..--'"-'

....-_g'__
"f"

e

—



during the reign of Queen Victoria” as a special subject. Moreover,
references in these two branches are not few.

One point we should always bear in mind and that is, over
eighty per cent of the questions require not facts but our
criticism and keen observation of historical episcdes. So we
cannot produce en bloc our book work. It is a process by which
our knowledge both in History and English is going to be tested.

And last, but not least, we must make sure that we have
question papers of the previous years at hand. It is not atotal
waste of time if we refer to them every time we have finished
reading the text once. It is interesting to note that the more
we read the text, the more questions we can answer in each
paper. And we must make sure that we can answer at least
six questions out of a total of twelve in all the queation papers
before we prepare ourselves for the final ordeal — the examination.

“Culture is indispensably necessary, and culture is reading;

but reading with a purpose to guide it, and with system.”
| | Mathew Arnold

Let us drive home this motto, and strive on for the glorious
end!

RUSTIC

PUZZLES & CURICUS PROBLEMS
Cube Differences

If we wanted to find a way of making the munber 1, 234,
567 the difference between two squares, we could at once write
down 617,284 and 617,283 a half of the number plus % and
minus % respectively to be squared. But it will be found a
little more difficult to discover two cubes the difference of which
-— __is 1,234,567. Can you get it?

N _..--"'_——--..__
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by Denis Richards (Longmans) V, but it serves well
in giving us an outline
sketch of the perioed)

2. A Concise History of Modern Europe (for more detailed
1789-1914 by R.M. Rayner (Longmans) study)

3. A History of Eurcpe (for students aiming at
by H.A.L. Fisher (Arnold) a good pass)

(N.B. The foregoing books are arranged in their order of
diificulty)

Paper III deals with a special subject which is to be chosen
from a list of eleven topics. (Refer to Beok of Regulations and
Syllabuses, Page 56). Since different individuals have different
tastes in their choice it is not easy to advise the readers in
their selection. But they are recommended to choose one that
sets approximately before or after the period they take for Papers
I and H if not one that coincides exactly with it, for it saves the
labour of studying relevant historical facts the same period in
England or in Eurcpe, a necessity which is not seldomly met with
when doing the special subject. Therefore if one takes the period
1815-1922 one will not find it a streneous task if one adopts
“France under Napoleon III”” or “The history of the British Empire
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select wrong ones...... wrong in the sense that the language used
is beyond our comprehension or that the materials presented 1is
in a hazardous order contrary to our bias. There are, however,
some principles on which we can base our selection. First we
can use those books used by students in matriculation classes
in Hong Kong, for what are suitable for them cannot be rea-
sonably unsuitable for us, and this is ( the very one ) exception
of “one man’s meat is another man’s poison”! Or if we cannot
get good information in this respect, we can use books by R.
M. Rayner who has nevertheless spent hours in the neat and
compact arrangements of materials, which are presented in just
the right proportion so that the reader feels neither at a loss
nor weighed down by unnecessary details. The reader is also
strongly advised to read two authorities or two books for a
single period if he has never acquired any knowledge of the
subject in question, that is, he should first read, as a kind of
foundation work, a text which is concise and easy to be assimulated
After that, he can polish up what he has learned by reading
another one so that details of relevant facts can be consumed.
The writer is not an authority in this field but a bold attempt
‘s made hereunder where some of the works of History are re-
commended for students, or more properly, for teachers taking
the 1815-1922 period:-

Paper I: English History

1. A Concise History of Britain to 1939 (for an outline know-
by R.M. Rayner (Longmans) ledge of the period)
9. Nineteenth Century England (for more detailed nar-
by R.M. Rayner (Lngmans) ration)
3. History of England (for students aiming at
by G.M. Trevelyan (Longmans) a good pass)
Paper 1I: European History
ﬂ-ﬂ_h__Ml.\}s-Iodern Europe 1789-1945 (This is used by Form
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ADVANCED LEVEL HISTORY

There have been many valuable articles in this publication
regarding the approach to advanced level subjects offered by the
G. C. E. Examsnation. @ To sit for such examinations has be-
come more or less a vogue these days among the teachers who
have never admitted defeat in the field of study.

This' article offers little help, if there is any at all, to in-

tending students for this subject because the range of choice is
quite wide. Anyway the greatest effort has been made to give

a detailed narration of the experience of the writer so that it

may s2rve, to a certain degree as a path which the tiros have
nevertheless to smooth out in their struggle.

A glance at the syllabus will show that our choice is divided
chronologically, viz., ancient, mediaeval and modern. Most stu-
dents select periods which may be considered to belong to mo-
dern history. This argument is not at all without its reasons.
because what we learned of history in colleges years ago coincides
with it nicely. So if one makes up one’s mind in selecting
that period, it is just like a sort of revision of book work ac-
quired some years ago. And it is modern history that we are-
going to tackle here.

History at the advanced level consists of three papers. Pa-
per I examines our knowledge in English History, Paper II that
in European History. The last one, Paper III, tests our know-
ledge in a special subject which is geoing to be chosen from a
list of topics.

So the first step we take is to procure a bock of syllab-
uses and make a decision as to what period or what special
topic we are going to pursue. (Copies are now available at the
Practictical Book Shop). Then the question of text books sets

in, and this is the most difficult one to solve, because we may. -
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~more. Beyond a distance of not more than fifty yards everyt-
hing was merged completely in a sheet of darkness, save for
some sparkles of light twinkling on the shore.

Splash! This was the warning of the approach of other
boats and it was quite exciting to be on the watch out. And
the bumping derived from the crashing of boats and the sub-
-sequent chiding (in jest) was really good fun.

Just watch the up and down movement of the paddles.
Every stroke brought up a riddle which reflected the far-reaching
though weak light shed from a distance, and the quiet gurgle
thus produced augmented the peaceful atmosphere of the situation.

Far, far beyond, at a distance as if. from eternity, the tone
~of the accordion was heard. Asa result of the breeze the me-
lody was at one time quite clear and at other times it was
quite blurred. This instantly reminded us of the trance we
feel in dreams where nothing is real and things are so light

that they can® be floated about carelessly.

Time was always the cruelest judge of all. We were soon
awakened from this reverie by the hallooing of other members
that time was due for us to give up our boats and like the
previous evening it was with reluctance that we, one after the
other, trudged slowly ashore. What was left behind was the
-quiet echoes of the surf and the hardly recognisable lake left
hehind in the immense expanse during our hight of ecstasy.

The boats still lie side by side on the shore but the past
galety can be seen no more. This induces, however, no fee-
ling of pessimism because we are quite certain to meet again
at the Summer Camp next year, and who can prophesy that
it will not be more entertaining?



hall enjoying the humming and chiming of nature. The spec-
tators were awakened every now and then by a smell——
the smell of the country seasoned well with the flavour of the
sea, an altogether refreshing and yet familiar feeling that awakened
us to numerous sensations: the longing for the eternal seclusion
from the bustle of the ever-changing world or the pleasant and

rapturous association with our early village life which some of
us had the best luck to enjoy.

Then a clear voice tore through the tranquility of the en-
viron and the programme of the night was announced.  The
disturbance of this voice died down instantly like the filling up
of an empty space in water by a whirl, and the chanting of
two voices wss heard. They belonged to Romeo and Juliet.
When we recalled from their dialogue the tragic end they had
to meet we could not but contemplating the cruelty of destiny
that mocked those who were (and still are) least able to resist.

Then there was the playing of string instruments, which
started at a time when the silver—footed queen began to peep
over us. Oh, lo! What a sight; The light shed by it turned
the sky around into an alabaster which merged into a tinge
of deep blue in the distance, with the hills smeared in a dark
hue, silhouetting against it in bold contrast. And this was
not all. There were the alluring melody of the strings, the
periodic chirrup of the insects and the breathing of the sea.
It was only with reluctance that we left it behind as night
advanced.

The programme of the other night did not prove less hila-
rious. It was the very night when we went a-rowing 1In the
shallow lake already mentioned.  There was of course some
bustling and hustling in the event of shoving the boats out.
But, when we were once there it seemed as ‘if we were cast

into another world altogether. We could recognise the environ no—
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devoted to views on educational problems encountered, comments.
on materials and methods that proved successful and discussions
of various branches of studies that are of common interest. And
with the help of the enormous fresh stream that came out of
our Alma Mater this year, we have every confidence of achieving

our purpose and making our Association more than just an
ordinary P.S.A.

Ecstatic Reminiscence

On arrival at the site of our Summer Camp -it happened
that [ had the worst luck of meeting a shower that poured
down like cats and dogs which made me drenched to the very
skin—-a plight that could be avoided if not for the fact that
I was encumbered by the care of a bicycle. This was a wet
blanket, (in its literal sense) and thought that it was the very
omen predicting dreariness in the activities to come.

But all was conirary to what I apprehended. Several eve-
nings were spent, with the kind co - operation of the weather,
in perfect harmony and ecstasy and it was only because of this
that this article was “highte”.

The wind was blowing clear one evening, I recollect, when
we had all prepared to spend some hours in a renowned summer
resort in our vicinity. The sky was then as clear as crystal except

the porticn at the western extremity of the canopy where some
remnant of the celestial fire was still glowing; but this only

enhanced the beauty and allureness of the occasion. It also set

our minds free from the fear of the imminence of inclement
weather.

Our rendezvous was situated in the middle of a shallow
“lake” where the mild chafing of the surf was constantly heard
around, which when harmonized with the whispering of the
‘ "‘-ﬂ-ﬁb‘_{eeze, made us feel as if we were in a great natural concert
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EDITORIAL

With the close of the Summer Vacation, THE AGORA &
COMMON ROOM proudly announces its First Anniversary. Al-
though it was not a great success last year, something may be
sald abcut the life it experienced. To tell the truth, we had
our hard time when we were short of staff and articles to edit.
But amidst the instants of difficulty also came the moments of
joy—joy that was brought home by the successful productions of
our Play and Concert, joy that was engendered by the warm sup-
port of our members, old and new. Perhaps the greatest joy

was to imagine the greater success that is sure to follow on our
Bazaar Days and the laying of the {oundation of our own School!

During the past year, we had been busying ourselves with
the work of fund-raising. Perhaps, we should hereafter take on
the more important task of planning and organizing the N.T.C.
P.S.A. School.

Some one had mentioned at a previous meeting that an ordinary
P.S.A. aims at organizing and providing activities for fun and
friendly re-union: but to be a body of teachers, we can, and ..
do something else besides that. This is an absolute It

is our will that a greater part of our future 1s wuld be ——
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