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Our school attended a folk song competition on 16th December.
Before the competition, we all practiced very hard and we all enjoyed
singing. We all did our best during the finals.

From this competition, | learnt many new words and | met a lot of new
friends. | hope | can join this competition again.
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English Folk Song Competition: A Creative way to learn English \

Yellow Bird, Jamaica Farewell, Puff the Magic Dragon, and Donna,
Donna, Donna, are some of the songs which hit the airwaves a few
decades ago. They bring nostalgic feelings to those who belong to that
generation. For us, who where born in the era of rock and roll, rap, hip-hop,
and canto-pop music, we are left in awe and wonder of the beauty of
English folk songs. These English folk songs were revived during the
Fourth Annual English Folk Song Competition of various primary schools
here in Hong Kong.

The competition, from the very beginning was already a success. |
found out that this is a creative way of learning English. There are different
reasons why | came to this conclusion. Here are some of the reasons.

First, it (the contest) brings the best out of every student. Human as we
are, we strive not only for the ordinary but for the best out of each self.
During the contest, one can feel how the children, together with the music
coaches, try to sing the musical piece they have chosen as best a they
possibly can. At one point, | was amazed on how these children where
able to perform in such magnitude of event. This contest was not only for
the few. In fact, there were almost two hundred schools participated. To
participate in such event, a school has to dig deep into their pool of talents
in able to come up with a choir that will sing English folk song.

Another reason is the contest brought togetherness and teamwork to
every participant. A choir can be compared to the different keys of the
piano or the strings of a guitar. They need to be in harmony to produce not
only an ordinary music but a masterpiece. Seeing the children sing
reminds me of the cooperation that they need. This can be viewed as a
micro-model of society where in everybody has their own part (not
necessarily similar with the other), and all parts are treated as the same
with the others.

Lastly, the contest reminds everybody that learning is fun. As a guitarist
coach of St. Edward Catholic School, | experienced the fun of being with
the kids and learn the English language in a joyful, fun-filled way. | can't
deny that the children have struggled a lot in pronouncing some of the
words, but in the practices that we have, | saw them always smiling, and
joking with another. They never noticed the pressure of learning the
language because of the joy it brought to them, and also to me. Learning
another language is not that easy. It takes time and confidence before one
can start talking some sentences or pronounce that word correctly. But
through this contest everybody was reminded that learning, though time
and effort consuming, can be fun.

Now the contest is over. Everybody is back in their schools. Doing their
usual learning, their homework, the children may forget last year's contest,
but the best, the cooperation, and the fun that it has brought into their
young hearts and minds will remain. And hopefully they may pass it on to
the next generation that will follow after them.
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