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SELECTED POEM TRANSLATION

An Ugly Slave

FEHR

In youth I never had a taste of sorrow.

High would I go,
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High would I go

In my new poem phrases of sadness would

unsparingly flow.

bitter way,
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Now that 1 have gone through sorro

I find it hard to say,
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WHO HAS THE RIGHT TO RANK US?

There is no doubt that all creatures in
nature have their roles to play. For
instance, a cat, having the congenial
ability to catch mice, acts as predator of
those nauseous animals. Then, what
about us? What niche does the so-called
“rational creature”, take in the Universe?
Frankly speaking, the role played by
Man in the Universe is multifarious.
However, if we confine our discussion
to “their roles in society” rather than
that in the Universe, their occupation
will probably represent themselves, |
think.

First of all, let’s decide why everyone is
born to work. In a broad sense, doing
work enables the human character to
express and the human dignity to
augment. Through his work, Man can
show his power over nature and proves
himself to be the master of world. In
fact, it is this kind of awareness of
fulfilling such a noble responsibility of a
human being that makes a man feel
superior and proud of himself. And this
may be reckoned as the intrinsic meaning
of doing work.

Nevertheless, it seems that the man has
taken his mind off these superlative
values of a job. Indeed, a new concept
emerges and stresses that one must work
in order to survive, then to enjoy
himself, and further, to satisfy his
limitless desires. The medium through
which one can attain all these is thought
to be money.

Actually, the paramount importance of
money cannot be denied. Without
money, one may not even have the
basic right of existence, not to speak
the other materialistic comfort. There-
fore | basically agree to the saying that
getting more money is the incentive
to work hard. That is, success in
money-making is no sin in itself; only
when it turns out to be the sole criterion
for one’s real success in life does it
become intolerable.

Indeed, it is extremely difficult to
establish an explicit relationship among
a man, his job, money and his success
in life, due to the encounters of different

individuals. However, the answer
will be made simple if we affirm that
Man is the main body and thus the
indispensable part of a job. Obviously,
the affirmation here is by all means
valid. Even a computer which is thought
to be a possible replacement of our
labour in the future, still needs a human
creator, to say the least of it. Therefore,
the saying that Man is more important
than the job itself is irrestible.

If this is so, it should be Man who
decides the value and meaning of a job,
and not the nature of a job which
determines the values and meaning of
a person. That means the true worth
of a job is based on the attitude of the
human being. And the job will be
of high value provided that a person is
able to show his dignity of human
nature and do the best in his job both
beneficially to himself and to the Man
as a whole. In other words, so long as
the work being done is valuable to the
public, the worker should be highly
respected and paid well accordingly.

Nevertheless, this kind of ideal belief is
no longer a truth in our society now.
Under the influence of Man’s own
ambition, grudge and resentment, people
are put into distinct categories in
conformity with their occupation, that
is, people of different occupations are
treated differently. Remember, this
is Man himself who creates all such
things. There is nothing to do with
various natures of the job, which can
be assumed to be innocent in this
injustice. Then, a question arises.
When and how does this abnormal
syndrome starts in our society?

This may be traced back to the early
capitalism in which the proletariat is
regarded as a tool in the production
process. Thus, the Man belonging to
this class — the whole body of unskilled
wage-earners — is no longer the most
important part in the production.
No wonder, their jobs are not respected
at all. And this trend then appears to
become the inevitable by-product
following the ever-increasing advance-

ment of our society. At this rate, the
manual labour surely cannot attain
satisfaction from their jobs. The
chances are that another Industrial
Revolution will be sparked off owing
to the sudden outburst of their long
provocation.

Therefore, the preoccupation is not to
bring about a revolutionary change in
the social system. All that is required
is to instil a lucid concept about the
authentic value of a job into those
young generation, so that they can be
more understanding and will not be
led astray by the errant view held by
Man. At least they should know that a
job is not just pertinent to the economics
of a country, but also related to the
value of human character. Only when
the value of human character is
sufficiently honoured will the economic
system and production process do Man
a favour.

Consequently, the status of a doctor
(the profession enjoying high rank in
society) should not be in sharp contrast
with a scavenger. The matter will
become clear if the following query is
considered carefully: What will happen
if no one is willing to take scavenger
as his or her career? Will the doctor
clean the streets or collect the refuse
for the public? Then, if the role of a
street-cleaner is claimed to be absolutely
indispensable, how can we look down
upon him?

In conclusion, everybody has his own
rights and duties so long as he does
the best in his duties and makes contri-
bution to society. On the other hand,
if a doctor is perfunctory towards his
patients and avoids his proper share of
work, he should not be rated high in
the community. Indeed, this kind of
slackers should be derpvied of their
rights and despised by the public.
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THE ROAD TO THE COLLEGE

How terrible the traffic jam is!
More often than not, it takes me almost
two hours to get to Main. s it part of
the hidden curriculum — developing a
would-be-teacher’s patience?

My mind is carried away by the
striking sun ray to the white clouds
and green trees outside the window
of the bus. It has been years that
whenever | looked out of the classroom
windows, | could only find some
tired stars scattering in the sky. “I
can spend the annual leave in touring
Peking or elsewhere, instead of getting
prepared for the internal and external
examinations!”” | thought at that time
“Will my effort be rewarded? Don't
| deserve a seat in the University?” |
asked the sleepy stars then.

Things always come short of expec-
tation and stories are often too long
to be told.

It came to the time when | had to
decide my future. When | hesitated
about applying to the College of
Education, my friend gave me few
words of advice, “Think seriously!
And understand one thing: rolling
stone gains no moss. Now, if you

consider this road worth taking, go
ahead!” Compared with other careers,
| found teaching the least unsuitable,
if not the most suitable to me. | enjoyed
working hard, especially on the type

demanding creativity. | did think
seriously. At last, | said goodbye to
my colleagues, files, typewriters and
word-processors.

Helplessly, | questioned my decision
right from the very beginning. The
stagnant growth of academic knowledge
is discouraging indeed. Sometimes, |
feel like going back to primary learning.
Should | have attempted to apply to
other post-secondary institutions, in
which, | can stand a chance but can’t
see my potential or interest? In this
one week or two, a few fellow students
have left the College and some others
look discontented. Where are they
going to?

“Open the door, | want to get off
the bus!” the rude demand from one
of the passengers to the driver draws
my attention back to the bus. Well,
his temper is understandable. And,
not surprisingly, some passengers
follow his steps. | hear that they are
going to take other transport means
such as the electrified train.

| cannot waste a second. “ls there
any means that | can take other than
the train? I'm hurrying to the Sir
Robert Black College of Education,” |
asked the driver eagerly and expectantly.

“To what College? Sorry, | can't
help, they all run on this route.”

Disappointed, | get back to my
seat, looking at their keen steps, | am
lost in thought once again. | do not
need to follow their steps, do 1? Every-
body has to go his own way to reach
destination of his own. Who can
define ‘the best choice’? Who dare
claim that he commands the shortest
route?

The destination at this stage was
set well before | got on this bus. So
long as this bus can take me there, |
should not leave. Yes, there is only
one suitable road open to me now.
But why can’t | be more hopeful that
a number of roads will come next?
At this moment, | had better stay here,
trying to be more patient, and even,
finding something constructive to do.

SIU BING
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Should a Child Be Protected From
The Unpleasant Realities Of Life ?

| believe that a child should be given
the chance to face both pleasant and
unpleasant situations.

If our youngsters are over-protected,
how can they tackle life’s problems
independently? Instead of helping
them, over-protection only reduces their
confidence in themselves, and their
ability to face difficulties. This is
particularly true for many children
from well-off families. They can have
anything they want like food, clothes,
toys and are totally unaware of the
hardships faced by those less fortunate
ones. Without much knowledge of the
world outside their confined existence,
how can they be independent in the
future? Therefore, too much depend-
ence on the family should be avoided
and exposure to life is very expedient.
In fact, one of the main purposes of
education is training for life. At school,
we participate in activities, learn how
to co-operate with others and the
principles of giving and taking. The
training in this small society is essential
to a successful adulthood.

When a child grows up, he comes in
contact with different types of people.
An over-protected child will find it
difficult to adjust himself to different
people, because of his touchiness and
self-centred character. As a result he
could be ostracised or avoided by
others.

Moral values at home are so different
from those of the outside world. |f one
only begins to learn those when entering
society, life would be too harsh for
him. He would be discouraged without
any chance of starting again. Although
unpleasant situations may be hurtful,
running away from them is just coward.
Society is hardly a training school
for weaknesses. One has to distinguish
right from wrong, and one must have
sound judgement before launching into
adulthood. School and home are places
where one begins to receive training
to equip himself for better life.

Childhood is the formative period
in which one develops his personality.
When the young are exposed to harsh

si
help them to develop a strong character
which can cope with different life

situations. If the young are over-
protected, they would be at a loss
when they have to stand on their own
feet.

A child’s world of fantasy might give
him a temporary escape from reality,
but he cannot stay in such an idealized
world forever. So, | firmly believe
that the young should be exposed to
various situations in order to acquire
a balanced personality.

LAM CHI MING
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