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FOREWORD

It gives me great pleasure to write on the occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the N.C.E.
Students’ Hostel. The desirability of having a hostel at Northcote was conceived at the very time
when the College came into existence in 1939. It was (and still is) recognised that an environment
for the development of social attitudes and for the gaining of experience in community life would
contribute much to the growth of maturity of the student-teachers and a hostel was considered
an ideal place. Much thought must have gone to the inclusion and to the design of the present
hostel when the College was assigned its new buildings at Sassoon Road amidst such a senic location
in 1962. Over the years, many residents together with their wardens have helped to improve the
facilities and to shape the pattern of life that we enjoy to-day.

Northcote College has gone through many changes in the past twenty years and the hostel
students are among the first lot of people to witness these changes and be affected by them. Never-
theless, the picturesque surrounding at sunset continues to enchant not only College students but
also visitors specially those from abroad; the peaceful atmosphere, too, never fails to supply grain of
thought to inspire even the less imaginative; and the spacious accommodation is always ready to
provide the needy 192 with comfort and convenience.



It is difficult to assess the extent to which the hostel has altered the view of life in many of
its residents. Fortunate are those who have been afforded the opportunity to leave behind, in a
magazine such as this, some of their sentiments. To many a reader, these pages may serve to recall
fond memories of a not too distant past. At this stage, all we can hope is that our hostel would
remain intact as long as Northcote continues to play its role in the education circle in Hong Kong.

Ko e,
(HO Siu-lun)
Principal




THE FIRST YEARS
OF
NORTHCOTE HOSTEL

When we first moved to Northcote College in August 1962, it was just in the aftermath of
Typhoon Wanda, the most vicious typhoon since the war and there were evidences of minor damage
to the College buildings.

The other wardens were Mr. Timothy Yung (now Principal of Queen’sCollege), Mrs. Kitty
Wu who has retired and emigrated to the United States and Miss Tellis who died some years ago.
We were all new to the idea of hostel life as were all the students except the few who had been
studying in the various post secondary colleges and were in the Special One-year Course.

Everyone seemed to settle in happily except for a perennial problem of getting the lights out
in the bedrooms at eleven p.m. in order to ensure that students could get to sleep if they wanted
to,-and again we had to ban radios because students complained that some residents were listening
up to 2 or 3 a.m. and keeping them awake.



In those days we tried to run a film club, hiring films for showing in the large lecture theatre
(501). This was successful until we tried to get students to pay for the hire of films which brought
the film club to an abrupt end. We also started hostel dances which started in a small way but
developed later into a very popular event with the only difficulty being that students always turned
up one or two hours after the start and then were very unwilling to leave when the time came to
finish. (have things changed now?)

We also used to run occasional staff/student evenings when some members of staff would
come in and take on the students at table tennis and badminton. The students, | remember, usually
were better than the staff and sometimes found it difficult to lose and thus maintain face all round!

I think the first major problem came in 1964 when the acute water shortage caused strict
water-rationing so that we used to get four hours’ water every fourth day. We had to get great open
water tanks in the wash rooms to keep four days supply and students soon developed good self-
discipline in economising in water. The most serious problem was the lavatories getting clogged due
to lack of flushing water and this was eventually solved by getting the fire-brigade to bring in water
for this purpose.

The next major problem that occurred was the rainstorm of June 12, 1966 when fourteen
inches of rain fell in one day with seven inches falling in one hour. This was a horrifying experience
and it would happen when the drains were blocked and were being repaired so that the minor staff
quarters were very nearly flooded. The worst occurred early on Sunday morning and not much later
refugees from the village in Telegraph Bay, which was flooded, started straggling in and we had to
give them shelter in the canteen. Fortunately, being a week-end, there were few students in the



hostel so that feeding problems did not arise for residents but there were something like 800 re-
fugees by the time the day was over and the government emergency food supplies arrived. The
whole of Hong Kong was paralysed for two or three days and the Peak was cut off for road traffic.
We had to shelter the refugees for two or three days before they could return home.

We have very happy memories of our days in the Northcote Wardens’ Flats and our youngest
son was born while we were there — he is nineteen years old now. Queen Mary Hospital was very
convenient for this sort of thing but it was also too convenient in other ways as it always seemed to
be just after | had gone to sleep that someone would decide they were going to die and wanted to
see a doctor immediately. After several such journeys up to the Casualty Department | got a bit
wiser and, on receiving such a call, | would take a glass of water and an aspirin across to the patient
and convince him or her that they would survive till morning.

There was always a special feeling of good fellowship among the Northcote Hostel students

and | got the impression that students were happy there — they were certainly full of life and ready
to take part in activities and | am sure that today’s residents are just like that too.

i Corlo?”

MR. TERRY CHAMBERLAIN
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MY TIME IN NCE HOSTEL

| was pleased to hear from the Residents Committee about the celebration this year of its
20th Anniversary, and | am indeed honoured to have been invited to write a few lines for its
magazine.

My period of service in the hostel was from February 1975 to July 1981. | remember it as
a happy and pleasant place, usually full right up to its total capacity of 128 women and 64 men.
Many of those students camé from homes where living space was very restricted and study was
consequently difficult. As transport problems have grown worse in recent years, so demand for
hostel places has increased.

The hostel residents included students from all three years. | found that their behavior was
excellent, both among themselves and towards me and the other hostel staff. A Residents’ Com-
mittee was elected and formed to ensure that day-to-day affairs ran smoothly and to maintain good
relations all round. Everybody was always most cooperative in organising hostel functions, and the
residents had a wide range of interests outside their ordinary studies, covering athletic, music, art,
chuich activities etc. When teaching practice time came around, | used to watch them set off to
their various schools, weighed down with books and papers and bits of teaching equipment and |
would wish them luck and success with all my heart.



In my day, each resident contributed a sum of money to the Entertainment Fund which was
used to cover expenses of hostel functions, like the Welcome party and the Farewell party. Other
events during the year, for which the Fund was used, were Sing Along Night and Barbecue, both of
which were always hilarious, happy occasions, and Open Day and the Annual Ball which were
attended by parents, friends and old students came back to visit their fellow students and hostel
authorities. The Farewell was always a poignant occasion, stressing as it did the serious future for
the students who were leaving and the friendships that had been made during students days.

The hostel is like a big family, though the students came from widely different homes. |
remember one year a first year student died of kidney transplant operation and all the residents
showed their sympathy and gave a good sum of money to help his family in need, and visited his
family constantly. Hostel residents shared their happiness and sorrows a truly family way.

| have enjoyed remembering it all as | have written this and | hope the hostel will continue
successfully and serenely in the years to come.

By Diana Hong
Ex-Hostel Manageress
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