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TEACHING FIRST GRADE ENGLISH

It is fascinating to watch the rate of progress made by the beginneré in learning English, In
order to teach pupils, 6 to 8 years of age, I have to make a lesson plan, The shool curriculum re-
quires that at the end of the school year, the pupils should know the sound and the meaning of 135
words which include nouns, verbs, adjectives, prepositions ete. With the help of the Teacher’s Notes,
I try to keep the pupils interested and active during the 85-minute lesson period by using the follo-
wing plan:

1. Students listening-about 5 minutes. Students listen to me as I teach the first lesson consisting
of the words, “chair’ and “table”. After pronouncing the words cleal;ly and slowly several times, I putb
the chair and the table in front of the class and begin saying many simple sentences about them. I
gtress and repeat the words by using actions. The children are interested and sometimes amused by

~the new sounds I make. They stare at me and listen to the sound of my voice and then imitate its
rising and falling inflections silently and the more I speak to them, the more eager they are to learn.
In this way, 5 minutes quickly pass and the children are very happy.

9. Imitation and action-about 10 minutes. The members of the class are drilled individually
in the words, “chair’and‘“‘table”, until they can say the words clearly. With the aid of the First
Year English Wall Pictures, they can point to the objects on the chart as well as to the real objects
in front of the class.

8. Students own work-about 5 to 10 minutes. The bright students come out and point to the

objects and speak the words all by themselves. Then next the slow ones follow until none of them

makes a mistake.

s
4. General check up- 5 to 10 minutes. In order to find out how much they have learned, u-

sually I have the children open their books and point to the picture which the word represents. Tests
are given at the end of every 2 or 8 lessons to show how much they have gained.

In conclusion, I should like to say that the work of discipline is as important as the lesson
itself. To deal with the children who have just finished the kindergarten work, we should fully
understand their nature, psychology, and home background. Encouraging good habits, such as gitting
properly and showing the correct attitude toward learning, is vastly more important than punishing
pupils for bad behaviour. Besides that, children should be kept busy and active; for if they have
plenty of activities to interest them, they will be less likely to get into misgchief. Since they easily

get tired of one activity, variety is necessary. Teachers must be alert to meet the needs of the students.

Ma Yuen So
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TEACHING SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
AS AN ENJOYMENT

Teaching is a noble profession. Yet it has been said that a school-teacher’s life is nob an easy
one. It is such a hard one that unless a person has a real interest in teaching, he will not choose
this line of work. It is true that in the olden days of China, a schoolmaster, as a rule, managed a
school all by himself and received such scanty fees that he was scarcely able to make both ends meet.
Teaching was then indeed a pitiable profession, deserving sympathy. Education was regarded as
unimportant for boys, and unnecessary for girls.

Fortunately, however, things have changed considerably in the last half century. With the
generalization of education both boys and girls are given the same opportunity. In Hong Kong, with
the influx of refugees from interior China, there have not been sufficient schools and colleges to cope
with the demand. But under the able leadership of the Education Department, many schools have
been opened in recent years, and children of all circumstances have given a chance to obtain at least
the fundamentals of education.

Teaching is a pleasure, for a teacher speaks to so many listening ears. He also has the privi-
lege of discovei‘ing the temperament of each student, and can employ his wisdom and patience in
.training the unruly on.es, although it sometimes requires a knowledge of child psychology to do this
successfully.

"A teacher's spare moments are taken up by the endless job of grading papers and correcting
exercise books; but often this tedious task is tempered with amusement when he comes across comical
errors, awkward ideas and laughable expressions written by his pupils,

Taking everything into consideration, however, I would say teaching is full of meaning and
interest.

But it is essential that a teacher should set a good example for his pupils, for unconsciously,
a pupil will imitate his teacher in speech and in action. Therefore, let each one of us strive to live

a life which will glorify God.

Mae Sau-Hing Louie,
Teacher of English
Junior ITI
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HOW CAN WE IMPROVE OUR TEACHING?

No matter how good a teacher may be, there is always room for improvement. Not many of
us teach as well as we should like to. Regardless of what our motive may be, when we enter the the
teaching profession, the word, “Teaching” indicates that we are to work with a group of individuals
who want to learn. We as teachers should know the subjet-matter which we are to teach and be able
to present it ;Vith interest and creativeness.

To teach English as a foreign language in senior high school, the teacher should not confine her
teaéhing to the text books only. She should provide students with opportunities to learn about the
habits, customs and ways of living of the English speaking people. In this respect, the teacher should
assist her class to find opportunities to visit American and English homes or institutions and to
acquaint themselves with the people whose language they sare learnjng. This is not only to help
students to learn Engiish more effectively, but to bring better relationship between the people of the
East and the West,

A teacher’s responsibility, however, is not only to teach the subject-matter, but to help her
pupils to achieve their goals and purposes in daily life. One who teaches in high school should be
aware of the fact that the young adolescents are undergoing physical and psychological changes which
demand her attention and help. The teacher’s role in helping them to prepare themseives for adult”
hood is to understand them, their needs and problems, Some of the sources from which the teacher
may learn about her pupils are: visits to the pupils’ homes, conferences with adults who know them
and her own observation and insights gained through guiding them in class. Whatever the problem the
student is confronted with, the teacher must approach it with a sympathetic understanding and help
her to solve it in a practical manner. Since Christian teaching prevails in Pooi To, every eclassroom
teacher should recognize its value and iufluence students to accept and practise Christian living both
in school and outside of school.

In order to improve our teaching, I would say as my conclusion that we must be patient,
unselfish, and willing to give ourselves freely to the needs and interests of our students without

partiality. We should continue to learn and grow personally, spiritually. and professionally,

Margaret Jung
Teacher of Senior IT English
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there is a religious chapel service. First semester Paul Wong,-of the Caine Road Baptist Church, led
the Revival meetiﬁg for the upper primary classes. At the conclusion of the meeting, when an oppor-
tunity was given in their home room for the students to register their decisions, more than 50 said
that they trusted Christ as Savior. This semester the grade school Revival is to be April 24-26.

Christ said, “Teach them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you....”” The need
for special training for the Chris.tia,ns is met to a large extent through the three Baptist Young
People’s Missionary Organizations. There is a Sunbeam Band for the children in grades 1 to 8 who
wish to have more Bible study and to learn about missions. The counselors for the Sunbeam Band
and Junior BYPMO are: Lee Yuen Ching. Patricia Mok, Carol So, Helen Cheung, and Chan. Tuen Yi.
The counselors for the Intermediate and Senior BYPMO’s are Mangaret Jung, Christine Leung, Frances
Wong, Annie Kong, Vivian Hung, and Jaxie Short, The programs are given by the students with
special Bible study aud brief talks by the counselors and occasionally visiting speakers.

During the Christmas holidays the Inermediate and Senior BYPMO’s had two special projects.
They went to Kowloon Hospital on the morning of December 24th to sing Christmas carols to the
patients and to give out tracts. The nurses and patients were most grateful for this Christian testi-
mony and requested the group to visit each block of patients. The next week the two unions went
to visit the people in the 82 huts that at that time were in front of the school wall. There were
three groups to sing songs, tell stories, and then to go to the people in each hut to give them Christmas
tracts and parcels of gifts. The students were grateful for these opportunities of witnessing for the
living Christ.

The Senior BYPMO has been selected as the treasurer of the Associational BYPMO. Each sum-
mer many students from the school participate in the camps and are blessed by the special meetings.
This year the Junior BYPMO and Sunbeam Camp will be at Pooi To, July 30-August 1. The camp
for the older group will be at Stanley, July 20-26.

This year the Chirstmas programs presented the story of the birth of Christ in music and
pageant. A special feature of each of the six Christmas programs was the brining of gifts to Chrish.
More than $1,000.00 was given by the students and faculty. Most of this was used for the evangelis-
tic and benevolenc work of the Hong Kong Baptist Association. A special chapel program was given
on the theme of the Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions.

The Friday afternoon teachers’ prayer meetings are time of spiritual refreshment for all. In ad-
dition, there is another prayer meeting at one o’clock on Tuesday in Miss Chow’s room for those who
wish to spend more time in intercession. This has helped many to grow in their prayer life.

Twice each month the servants have a prayer meeting together. Some have learned to read as
a result of their desire to read the Bible. They like to sing together and to be taughﬁ from God’s
Word.

The responsibility of teaching and training the Pooi To family in the Christian way is nob
completed at Pooi To. It is hoped that an interest in God’s Word ean be developed in the school
and that the religious activities at the school will be the starting point to cause people to want to go
to church to know more of our Lord and to have His Word cultivated in their hearts. Several
students have been able to lead their parents to Christ. Many- faculty members and students serve in
their churches as Sunday school teachers, helpers in the children’s activities, choir members, and
members of the Woman’s Missionary Union. It is hoped that all who come to know Christ will be

loyal and faithful members of some church and continue to serve Christ in the years after leaving
Pooi To.

Jaxie Short
.19 -



RELIGICUS WORK IN POOI TO

RELIGIOUS DEPARTMENT

Before returning to heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ commanded His followers, “Go......:and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you....” (Matthew 28:19, 20) For this
reason Pooi To was established 70 years ago and through these years evangelism and Christian nurture
have been paramont in the aims of Pooi To.

Through the teaching of the Bible each week by sections in the school, students are able in the
six years of primary to study the main stories of the Bible. The selections are made with a view to
the iﬁterests and problems of each age so that the students may realize that God is concerned
about them; this should help them to receive more than just a factual knowledge of the Bible; it is
hoped they will be conscious of God in all of their activities.

In the Junior and Senior High’s six years the curriculum is so planned that the Old Testament
can be covered chronically in the frist five years with one semester each year being given to this part
of the Bible; the New Testament, with an emphasis on the Gospels can be completed in five years.
The final year is given to a review of the entire Bible with special attention being given to the pro-
phets. As many new students enter in the Senior I, the Gospel of John is studied that year. The first
volume in the Graded Bible Series for use in schools has been completed by Miss Flora Dodson and
printed by the Baptist Press; this has been a great help to teachers and students. In studying
Acts, the letters of Paul are woven in, so that the students will have a ba,ckgr_ound of conditions in
the first century to better understand the teachings of the Epistles-

Previously the classes were divided into Christian and non-Christian groups in the }iigh school,
but the classes in Bible are in the same groups as the other subjects. As evangelism and Christian
nurture are the aims of Bible study, the teacher seeks to develop an inquiring attitude on the part of
the student so that he may have real joy in Bible study. The Psalmist said, “The entrance of Thy
words giveth light, it giveth understanding to the simple,” (Psalms 119:180) so the study of God’s
Word will bring forth fruit in the lives of those who by faith will worship the Lord whom it reveals.

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

First place is given to Bible reading, singirg, and praying each morning as the classes spend the
first 10 minutes each morning in a devotional period. The religious chairman in each group is the one in
charge but for several years the high school students have gone twice a week to help the grade school
students with their devotional time by telling stories or teaching them new songs. Now the Bible
teachers in the Junior and Senior High are taking charge of the devotional once each week and many
home room sponsors help in giving ﬁheir testimonies.

Once each week the middle school has a religious chapel service. Students are reverent as they
enter the auditorium for the worship service which is about 45 minutes long. Pastors, visiting prea-
chers, and outstanding Christian laymen have brought excellent messages from God’s W.ord. The
Revival in the first semester was led by Rev. David Adeney, a British Baptist who lives and serves in
Hong Kong. Many trusted Christ and many others had their Christian life strengthened; the Senior I

" class beeame so interested in a follow-up of the meeting that they had two extra sessions at which

Daniel Tse of the Hong Kong Baptist Seminary helped in answering some of their questions. The
Revival for second semester is to be April 14-17.
The lower primary, and upper primary have an assembly period every week; on alternate weeks
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