bits and circulate for the rest of the class to read. Whether provided
by the teacher or created by the pupils, jokes serve as a dynamic that

keeps a class activity moving.

e Non-concept humour

Non-concept humour usually builds itself on the capability of
teachers to cause or to feel amusement. To yell 'desperate' since you

lack the kind of personal comic quality can be avoidable. There are

still many ways you may try to soak a classroom in a springy and lively
atmosphere.

Do you believe in magic ¥ To teach English by magic may be

quoted as the first example. Magic tricks provide interest and a

context in which the meaning of the language may be dynamically conveyed. .
The limitation of the language to a few repeated senten&es, useful to
the learmer, is also an anthentic characteristic of a magician's patter.
EXAMPLE : Matochbox not for fire :

This trick gives practice in the use of some and any. You need two
matchboxes with matches in them. Before the lesson,fasten one of the
boxes to your wrist beneath your sleeve. Take the second box of matches
you have on the table and say:

Teacher : Are there any matches in thlS box?

(Open the box. Establish that there are some)
Pupils : Yes, there are some.

(Take the matches out)

Teacher : Are there any matches in the box now? hidden
. box

Pupils :  No, there aren't any.
(Closing the box, shake it with the hand which does not

have the hidden box above it)

Plast ¢ band

Matchbox

sleeve doun

Teacher : Are there any matches in the box?
Pupils : No.
(Shake the box with the other hand. The matches in -
the box hidden in your sleeve will rather. The pupils
will think they have heard matches in the box they can
see in your hand!)

Teacher : Are there any matches in the box? 4
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Pupils: : Yes! No! etc.
(Open the box in your hand, show everyone the open and
empty box)

Teahcer : No, there aren't any.
(Continue asking the questin and moving'the box from
one hand to the other until someone guesses what you
are doing. Finally let them see the box fastened to

your arm.)

Let impressive characters visit your classroom

language and increase pupil's involvement. Charaters in textbooks are
usually rather characterless. So why not, with the help of your pupils,
invent your own? Strange and exaggerated characters are more interesting
and memorable. It is easier to creat vivid situations and examples of
a sentence pattern with interesting caricatures than with plain looking

stickmen or the worst of all pure mechanical drills. Look at how the

following different-faced characters being a conditional structure to life.

e.g. .1

¥ I won “looooo,
I would hide it!

Mean Mike . Happy Helen Sad Sam

Or how, the characters help to contrast the language of apology

and blame.

€.g- o/

I [ won §[o000%
/ wouwlol loseit !

.




Writing and acting out dialogues for these temper-bearing characters

is certainly more interesting. For example, Sad Sam g Happy Helen have

.just missed a bus. Imagine a conversation between them is one of the
plausible activities. Learning how to describe péople's appearance,
habits, interests and possessions, etc. May all be based on the
| ‘ charaters. Another frequent use of characters is in practising third‘
| person forms. e.g. Has sad Sam got a pet?

Because the characters have memorable exaggerated shapes and features,
it should be possible todraw them rapidly in front of the class, or at
home on handouts, flashcards, OHP transparencies, etc. Inventing and
then developing characters is a continuous process involving the whole

class. It channels the imagination and creativity of pupils for spilling fun

and joy onto the classroom. Teachers doubtlessly benefit from this.

u.._ Turn mechanical drills to ...
Incorporating laughter bits into lessions may not be that difficult
only if you always stretch your long arms to sweep humourous signs and
modify them for use in classroom. For example, punctuate the following

with speech marks, commas and fall steﬁs:

el

Voice on the phone Jimmy won't be coming to school today
he doesn't feel well -

Teacher That's all right who's speaking

Voice My father miss ;

Another example. Put tn all speech marks and punctuations.
Tl

There's been an accident! they said your servant's cut in half;
he's dead! Indeed! said Mr. Jones then please send me the half
that's my keys.

Here, aside from a plain speech marks exercise, the two pieces

of articles are deliberately selected to pour in a stimulus for laughter.

They dissipate the boredom of inserting uninteresting punctuations to

drab lines.
%* * 3 % % %*

Laughter and humour are part and parcel of what make life worth
living. They are magic tonic that will enrich pupils’ classroom life in
many way. The above suggestions are only the very few of them.
START stirring more of them in the classroom to let pupils lead a
fuller and more enjoyable school life.

—
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