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Many questions have no absolute answers. The
same applies to the question of life. A possible
suggestion is “It all depends.”

Civilization is a veneer. It has resulted in peo-
ple’s engagement in the endless pursuit of money.
prosperity and all the material things in life. The
more people have, the more people want. Materi-
alism is the watchword for today.

Suppose one day when a person has reached
the height of prosperity, all these profits all of a
sudden has struck him with so great an inpact that
his life is a sublime piece of irony; that all his money
is a gigantic parade to no purpose. Being left in
solitude and void, he is faced with two diverging
roads. Two wooden directories stand before him,
namely, Life and Death. Which one would he prefer?
To die? To live? “It all depends.”

Besides, there is always something sinister,
fatal, that is strangely inhuman of the person who
chases after materiality. Yet there he is always
with a smile. This is life. The world is like that;
peoples are like that. Certainly, one cannot live
long if one cannot get accustomed to such facts.
To suit oneself in a small cubicle will render oneself
irresponsive to the challenges of life. Hence, one
cannot enjoy the things life offer him — ups and
downs, laughters and cries, happinese and sadness,
security and terror . . . . . .

Furthermore, there may be a person who has
risen from obscurity, being admired and envied,
sought after and praised. These are but worthless
anaemic qualities. These are the sentiments that
are inspired by one’s fortune and success, not affec-

tion, nor loyalty, nor trust. What do they mean to
life? Solitude? Emptiness? I consider both. Never-
theless, I cannot deny that such pursuits will brighten
at least half of a person’s life. if not the whole.
Maybe this is why many a man dice himself with
capricious luck within their numbered-days without

considering their intrinsic value in life.

No doubt, every man has his own philosophy
of life. Once one has experienced it, one will know
what and where he is heading for. Life is not life
if people live without devoting to an interest or aim.

There is always a thin line between opposites.
Hence happiness is near to sorrow. It seems that
life would be more worthwhile and happier when
we can enjoy ourselves as well as appease the others.
As Confuscius says, “Whenever two persons meet
and stay at the same place, they are to be responsible
to each other.” Undoubtedly, we should treat others
as we want others to treat us. Manipulation and
exploitation will only result in wars.

A last word: variety is the spice of life. Why
not say ‘yes’ to life and live it up. There is no use
crying over spilt milk. Sobbing and worrying will
only tax one’s mind of its strength and sap away
one’s wisdom and vitality.

Happiness as defined by Tohn Kord Lagemann
if “self-actualization”. Participation in life confers
dignity to men and confidence in life will thus be
built up. Why not forget the past, face the present
and stand bravely before oncoming challenges.
Never surrender yourself to fate, life is worth a

try!
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