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master and staff. As soon as the notice was published, over
one hundered t achers applied for the teaching posts among
which are found also graduates of the Course of Training for
Teachers. Three interviews were arranged and several discussions
among the directors of the Sub - committee and the Board of

Directors were held. Then the staif was successfully decided.
X X X

A committee for admission of pupils was also organ’zed
and over four thou:and application forms were received. A
tremendous amount of work had to be done. Two whole-day ex-
aminations were held in the Tung Koon District Society School ,
by the kind permission of the headmaster. Due to the enthus-
iastic offort of the new teachers and the leadership of the Com-
mittee the work was accomplished quickly and efficiently. Let’s

congratulate the Directors concerned on their success.
X X X

The future of the school is bright and hopeful. However
this is only a start. Its success still depends on the support and
guidance of all membr of the association, both financially and
spiritually. |

X X X

Finally let me tell you that there will be a General Meet-
ing of all members of the N.T.C.P.S.A.S., which is to be held
on 12th November, 1961, in our new schocl. May I take this

opportunity tc invite you to come along and visit our new school
building?
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before we took as many matches from the first heap as there
were in the second and added them to the second) the num-

ber of matches in each heap was:

First Heap Second Heap Third Heap
22 14 12

News of the School

My dear readers, have you recently walked through
Hungham and seen a plain, white building in Sheung Heung
Road? That is our Northcote Training College Past Students’
Association School. For the previous few years tremendous efforts
have been put to the planning and building of the schcol by
numerous members and it is impossible to calculate how much
money and time have been devoted by our enthusiastic members.

Here at last our wishes have been realized and fulfilled. How
exhilarating!
X X X
The school opened with two sessions, on 28th September,
1961, with a total of sixteen classes, twelve in the morning
and four in the afternoon. The total number of teachers are

nineteen among which seventeen are N. T. C. graduates. Mr.
Wong Pak Ho, a graduate of 1956, was appointed headmaster.

X X X

[.ong before the Summer Vacation a sub-committee consist-

ing of nine directors was appointed for the employment of head-



3. At each of the 25 stations passengers can get tickets for
any of the o her 24 . Therefore, the number of different
tickets required is: 25X24=600.

4. This problem is solved from the end. Let us proceed from
the fact that, after all the transposition, the number of matches
in each heap is the same. Since the total number or matches
(48) has not changed in the process, it follows that there
were 16 in each heap.

First Heap Second Heap Third Heap
16 16 16

Immediately before that we had added to the first heap as
many matches as there were in it, i.e., we had doubled the
number. Thus, before that final transposition, there were only
8 matches in the first heap. In the third heap, from which
we took these 8 matches, there were:

16 +8 = 24
Now we have the following numbers:

First Herp Second Heap Third Heap
8 16 24

Further, we know that from the second heap we took as
many maiches as there were in the third heap. That means 24
was double the original uumber. This shows us how many
matches we had in each heap after the first transposition:

First Heap Second Heap Third Heap
8 16+12=28 12
It is clear now that before the f{irst transposition ( i. e.,



there are in the third, and add them to the third, and finally
take as many from the third as there are in the first and add
them to the first- well, if I do all this, the he:ps will all have
the same number of matches How many were there originally

in each heap.”

. Answers | to &

1. Both of them counted the same number of passers-by. While
tne one who stood st the door counted all those who pass-

ed both ways, the one who was walking counted all the

people he met going up and down the pavement.

2. At first it may seem that the problem is incorrectly word-
ed, that both grandfather and grandson are of the same age.
We shall soon see that there is nothing wrong with the

problem.

It is obvious that the grandson was born in the 29th
Century. Therefore, the first two digits of his birth year
are 19 (the number of hundreds). The other two digits added
to themselves equal 32. The number therefore is 16: the
grandson was born in 1916 and in 1932 he was 16.

The grandfather, naturally, wss born in the 19th Century

Therefore, the first two digits of h's birth year are 18 The
remaining digits multiplied by 2 must equal 132. The number
sought is half of 132, i.e., 66. The grandfather was born
in 1865 and in 1932 he was 66.

Thus, in 1932 the grandson and the grandfather were
each as old as the last two digits of their birth years.

-—...9_



FIGURES FOR FUN

1. WHO COUNTED MORE? — “Two persons, one standing at
the door of his house and the other walking up and down
the pavement, were counting passers-by for a whole hour.

Who counted more? ”’

2. GRANDFATHER AND GRANDSON. — “In 1932 I was as
old as the last two digits of my birth year. When I men-
tioned this interesting coincidence to my grandfather, he sur-

prised me by saying that the same applied to him too. How

old was each of us in 193277

3 RAILWAY TICKETS. — “I'm a railway ticket seller. People
think this job is easy. They prabably have no idea how
many tickets one has to sell, even at a small station. There
are 25 stations on my line and different tickets for each
section up and down the line. How many different kinds

of tickets do you think I have at my station?”

4. MATCHES. — A man emptied a box of matches on the
table and divided them into three heaps.

“ Yon aren’t going to start a bonfire, are you?” someone
quipped. |

““No, they’re for my brain-teaser. Here you are - taree uneven
heaps. There are altogether 48 matches. I won’t tell how many
there are in each heap. Look well. If I take as many matches
from the first heap as there are in the second and add them
to the second, and then take as many from the second as

s



have a nice sleep and a quiet dream......... Suddenly in the midst
of the night a shrieking noise was heard, a sound that would turn
one’s blood cold with fear. I opened my sleepy eyes and what I
saw made my hair stand on end. My dear friend who was sleep-
ing alongside with me seemed to be haunted by some supernatural
spirit in his sleep. He was sbrieking as he was lifting himself up
but deprived of the strength to do so! Though this horrible sight
only lasted for a moment, it was enough to make me tremble all
over . The quietness of the night, the silhouette on the ceiling
and the sight of the solitary graveyard opposite had their effect
on me. I lay on my stiff bed motionless. I remained in this rigid

position for a long time till I could sleep again.

The next morning found me listless and my homesickness
overwhelmed me. Soon after breakfast I found myself sitting in

a friend’s car, on my way home. So ended my stay in our Sum-
mer Camp.

As I am writing this passage now memories of the Summer
Camp spring up vaguely before my mind. It is indeed a complete
change from our routine life, free from the stir of society, to en-
joy the sights and sounds of a quiet countryside. My heart will
not be without joy when I recall these new experiences of life:

* They flash upon that inward eye,
Which is the bliss of solitude.’

May all anjoy our Summer Camp in the coming year !

I i O



could not find a dull moment. The swimming gala and the ‘bon-
fire’ were the enjoyable events. The swimming party took place
on the second day of our stay. It was a fine afternoon and before
the appointed time all the competitors and the spectators had
assembled at the beach. It was an unusual competition, for in
most of the events not only the strong swimmers but also the

non - swimmers could win. We all enjoyed ourselves amid toe
shouts and roars and the beach seemed to belong to us!

The ‘bonfire’ was a unique one. Soon after dinner, we entered
the “forest’ — the hall which was decorated like a forest — and
a ‘fire’ was blazing. The ‘forest’ was dark, but we could recog -
nize one another for candles were burning on all sides. We éang
wonderful songs, from Chinese songs to Indian ones and from the
‘ Camp Song’ to the ‘ Night-soil Song’. Cups, ball pumps and
pats turned out to be musical instruments. Then the welcome
event came. As the dancing records, were played couples left their
seats and wheeled round the ‘forest’, to the rhythm of the music.
Whether there should be dances or not had been discussed the
evening before. Most of the gentlemen agreed, but all of the

ladies declined. But when the music softly played , none of the
ladies refused to dance. How very strange!

But not all of my experiences were pleasant, for during the

last night of my stay I was so unfortunate as to experience a
thrill of fear. The nights before our bedroom was as noisy as it
could be. The room was filled with laughs and shuts and occasional
roars aroused by some ‘philosophical’ remarks. It was impossible to
close my eyes. Now that many of the ‘philosophers’ had quitted
the camp , the room appeared quite empty. I thought I might

-— =



out any planks nor any mattresses. After some difficulty I was
able to fetch some panels from the cupboards. Thus poorly fur -

nished, I was then able to survey the environments of the camp.

Our bedroom overlooked a cemetery, a very quiet piece of
ground ; and as I was strolling through the school gate, I could
hear low murmur of the waves washing upon the beach. From
the school a broad path led us directly to a quiet beach, though
not very beautiful yet very secluded. Indeed the surroundings

were very charming.

The cemetery was a very picturesque spot of land dotted with
graves in pretty rows. It was a favourite place for most of us,
for early each morning when life began to stir, some vague ficures
could be seen, walking leisurely along the winding path or sitt-
ing on the chair in pensive mood. During my stay in the camp I
often went there for walks with my roommates and sometimes by
myself. There we could chatter together, talking about our pupils
and laughing at our little unregsrded follies while the gentle wind
was fanning our faces and whispering through the leaves. Then
when I was alone I went along the never - ending path, trying to
drink in the beauty of Nature. It was very beautiful when a grass
carpet spread before the eyes and the stalks of the long green
grass stood peacefully, ‘tossing their heads in sprightly dance’. I
would not think of returning to the camp while the eyes were so
employed and the ears pleased by the murmur of the summer
foliage and the twittering of the birds.

It was because of the painstaking preparation of the organi-
sors that we could enjoy very entertaining and amusing items.
What with playing games, swimming and social gatherings, we
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and helpless, they have to rely on Social Welfare Services and
not on their offsprings. Old age there means such loneliness that
the old people are really very pitiable, especially when one spouse

has passed away.

It is regretful to mention that the teachers in the Western
World are not enjoying such respect from their pupils or from
the community as a whole as we do on the Eastern side. The
career of a teacher is in many respects not as attractive as that
in Hong Kong. With regard to salary and wages, the teachers’
pay is often inferior to that of many industrial and commercial
firms . So it is no surprisirg phenomenon when teachers leave
their teachiug profession to become farmers, industrial workers

and salesmen.

I thank my friends for supplying me with information and
hope that in future issues of the Agora, they will contribute

articles on their own interesting experiences gained overseas.

Reminiscences of the Summer Camp

A drizz'e began to fall when the special bus took some of us
to our Summer Camp at St. Stephen’s Primary School. The wea-
ther did not seem promising, however this was not at all a
bad omen, for the drizzle soon ceased on our arrival. We were
cordially ushered upstairs to a spa ious room which was to be
the temporary home for twenty of us. It was the library cf the
school with most of the book-cases removed. My first sight was

not very pleasant, for the beds were nothing but steel frames with-

—4 —



manifestation in the way we choose and prepare our food. The
great variety of ways we treat our food and the delicious testes
we have been able to make out of it are by far beyond any
comparison with foreign food. That may be the reason why
Chinese food is becoming more and more popular in Europe,

particularly on the British Isles.

Another thing that is being brought up is travelling. Since
Hone Kong is more or less shut in by itself, the chance of doing
short-distance travelling to visit foreign countries at reasonably
inexpensive prices is very limited. This is altogether ditferent
:n FEuropean countries in this respect. The English people,
for example, find it very convenient to go across the Erglish
Channel and they have become rather crazy in saving up monev
to spend their annual holidays abroad . (In most occupations,
people enjoy a five-day week with a fortnight holiday every year.)
They can even drive a car on the Cont'nent themselves and rely
on camping to spend the nights. Young people can go youth -
hostelling. i. e. they join the Youth Hostels Association which
has hostels at most places to accommodate visitine members .
Sleeping bags and cooking facilities can also be hired at Youth
Hostels at low costs. So it is common practice there to go on

Continental tours during holidays.

All my friends returning from the United Kingdom unanim -
ously agree to one thing: they wouldn’t like to spend their old
age there. O'd people in U.K,, as a rule, stay by themselves away
from their grown-up children. It is a custom that when young
people get married, they form small families for themselves and

‘eave the old people to themselves. If the old people are sick

—_—



(8) Some humourous or witty short stories should be included.,

(4) Teaching methods of the various subjects in lower middie
forms may be well worth discussing.

Other ideas, I am sure, may be in the minds of some of you,
readers, and I hope you will not hesitate to express yourselves.

Impressions Gathered from Overseas

By Stenograhper

In the recent few years, it seems to me that there are many
more teachers being sent to study abroad than there used to be.
I am privileged in being able to get into contact with some of
these “returned teachers” and, at the request of the Editor, I am
putting down some of their impressions which they gathered from

outside this little Colony.

The first thing that is worth mentioning is perhaps food.
The English people are specially proud in their breakfast, which
they think is richer and heavier than that of any other European
nation. They usually have porridge or corn-flake with milk as the
first course, egg and bacon or sausages and tomato as the second
course, followed by tea and toast. People on the European Con -
tinent usually have a much simpler and lighter breakfast - bread
and butter with tea or coffee. That is why the English people
like- to complain about Continental breakfast when they travel
across the Channel. But we Chinese have many more reasons to
complain about European food. It is thought that our civilization
which is at least four or five thousand years old has significant
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EDITORIAL

The approaching General Meeting of all members of the N.
T.C.P.S. A, which is to take place on 21st October, 1961,
concludes the work of the Executive Committee this year as well
as the work of the Agora. Talking about the Agora we have to
apologise for our bad work this year, for our incapability in issu-
ing a bigger quantity of more interesting and valuable articles.

We can only hope that the coming editorial board will do much

better work.

Summing up ideas arising from various sources, the following

points are brought forward:

(1) That articles of a lighter nature such as cross-word puzzles,

quiz, comics and interesting problems are more welcome.

(2) Articles talking about the different arts, especially those with

pictures for illustrations, are very much welcome.
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