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the hard facts of life but it is quicker and better that he should
receive instruction in it direct. In this way he will be spared
many of the knocks of life. Those whe deride logic as an
instrument are generally those who are not applying it correctly,
do not know its limitations or expect too much of it. Those
who use it wisely find it gives power to their thought.

T[S

PRESENTATION OF A TELEPHONE EXCHANGE LINE TO THE
NEW COLLEGE BY THE N. T. C. P. 5. A.

The new building of the Northcote Training College at
Pokfulam was officially opened on 31st May, 1962. On this great
occasion, the Executive Committee of the N., T. C. P. S. A. took
the opportunity of presenting a t:lephone exchange line to the
College. The following is a letter of thanks from Mr. Charles
Lowe, the Principal, N. T. C.

8th June, 1962.
The President, -
Northcote Training College

Past Students’ Association.
Dear Mrs. Suen, .

I wish to express my gratitude to the Association for so
generously presented to the College an Internal Telephone System.
It is,indeed a most valuable contribution to the College and is
in constant use. I can think of nothing that could have been of
more practical value. Please convey my grateful thanks and my
very best wishes to the Past Students’ Association. ‘

Yours sincerely,

(C.]J. G. Lowe)

Principal.



new knowledge that “Xerxes is good”. It is sometimes argued
that in order to know the statement ‘“All Kings are good” he
must in fact know that ‘“Xerxes is good”. This argument is valid

but psychologically an individual may know both statements
individually and have never himself joined them together and

therefore in his personal case at least' he has advanced to new
knowledge.

Lastly there is the power that comes from the conscious as
opposed t2 the unconscious application of logic. An individual
who is conscious of his mental process, can control and direct.

He does not blindly adopt a trial and error process sometimes
called fumble and success. He rather consciously sets‘about to

collect facts, analyse them, synthesize them, sort out assumptions
from acts, theories from facts, detect presuppositions, be on the'

look out for fallacies, appreciate the difference between hypothesis
and verified conclusions, etc., etc. It is sometimes said that Mill’s

capons are obvious to anyone. But are they? If they were, why
is that much of present day science was not discovered long ago.
In practice it would rather appear that they have only been

discovered by an detailed analysis of the work of the most
eminent scientists of the past. These men not only made great

discoveries in their own fields but they discovered and fashioned
an instrument for the discovery of knowledge generally in all

fields. Bacon described his methods as the “Novum Organum.”

He taught the world the empirical approach to knowledge. Does
not the little boy of to-day require to be taught the same

approach? Do not sometimes our own Government administrators
spin schcmes which are mere word juggling and have no relation
to facts?

Logic is therefore the instrument which the individual applies
to whatever problem he is tackling. It is equally applicable to

all subject matters. It is a normative science to guide him and
help in his work. It helps to mould and develop his mind in a
manner which according to Dewey, represents the natural basis of
development. He may acquire logic by means of contact with




process of argument and makes clear what conclusions may be
obtained from what- grounds.

A second reason for the learning of logic is the help it pro-
vides in either expounding an argument or testing an argument.
Everybody accept the common sense notion that an argument is
based on reasons. A knowledge of logic enables an individual so

to arrange the material into a pattern so that the reader may
move from one ground to the next proximate ground in an pro-
gressive chain of reasoning. The structure of the argument is

clearly demonistrated and the reader who wishes to check the
validity of the reasoning, has little difficulty in so doing whereas
if the argument was presented as jumble of facts of which the

logical connections were not clearly displayed, then he would have
far greater difficulty in weighing or understanding the argument.

The third benefit which a study of logic ccnveys on the
student is psychological in nature. Gestalt psychologicalists have
proved that material is presented to the senses, the mind adds its

contribution to the data presented and apprehends the material in
a definite pattern. For instance when an individual says “‘there
1S my brother” there is nothing in the sense presentation other

than that of person of the male sex. He has added to this sense
impression from memory the knowledge that the object seen by

him is not only a male but also his brother. Again when looking
at a picture one individual may see a face, another individual may

see an orange with spots on it. The sense impressicns are the
same but each individual has apprehended the impressions under

a different “pattern”. So likewise the student who is familiar with
logical patterns, will tend to apprehend the material presented to

him in those logical patterns and aided by his knowledge of the
inter relations of the various patterns, his "thinking will become

greatlv facilitated and will move in a logical manner. He knows
that “if p then q” is equivalent to “not both p and not q” and
his mind moves swiftly from “No Kings are good” to “No good
people are Kings”. Again “If all Kings are good” and “Xerxes
is a King”, he knows that because of the nature of the two
statements and their mutual relationship, he can advance to the

— 0 —



one factor, then that single factor in which the instances differ is
the cause of the phenomenon. The listener has again

unconsciously applied a certain pattern of reasoning which may be
symbolically represented as:

abed éﬁéé

2 32

abc abc

Granted therefore that people do naturally employ logic in
their everyday life, it may be asked what is the value of learning
logic. The succeeding paragraphs will set out arguments to show
that there is great value. ‘

In the first place although people do unconsciously argue in
a logical manner, their logic is often faulty or in logical termino-
logy, they often commit a fallacy. To return to the instance
given in the first paragraph suppose that someone had said “the
birds will be singing” and when asked to give his reason for this
assertion, he had replied ‘“because it is not .raining” and when
pressed to expand his assertion still further, he says ‘“Well, if it
rains, the birds will not sing but it is not raining and therefore
they will sing”. At a first glance this appears to be a pretty
reasonable argument but the argument is actually invalid as it
commits what is technically known as “denying the antecedent’.
Furthermore on further inspection the fallacy becomes obvicus as
everybody knows that birds do not sing the whole time that it is
not raining. There are many other factors which are necessary
before birds will be drawn to sing though there is one factor at
least which will always prevent their singing, i.e. rain.

Again in the second instance the listener may imagine that
the only change in the situation was the change of the record.
He may have overlooked that in changing the record he slightly
moved the needle of the gramophone arm which had become
wedged to one side of the cartridge holder and when this happens,
experience shows that a grating noise results. In his ignorance
of this factor tzerefore ‘he has in practice attributed to the reccrd
a fault which he should have attributed to the machine.

A knowledge of logic therefore teaches an individual to be
circumspect in his reasonings. It teaches him what conditions
must be fulfilled if his reasoning is to be wvalid. = It dissects the

— 8 —



THE VALUE OF LEARNING LOGIC FOR THE SAKE
OF ITS APPLICATION TO PROBLEMS
IN EVERYDAY LIFE

Everyone employs logic but few realise that they do. When
someone says ‘‘the birds won’t be singing because it is raining”,
he is really using an abbreviated form of syllogistic logical
argument which if set out formally would run:

“If it rains, the birds will not sing.

It is raining |

Therefore the birds will not sing.”
Moreover he is not only arguing logically ,in this particular case
but he would also be arguing logically in any case which had
the same pattern, i. e.:

"If P, then O

P

Therefore O
In the above illustration an example has been given of everyday
reasoning of the deductive type. But people frequently reason
unconsciously in the manner in which is known in logic as
induction. When for instance a grating sound is heard in the
radiogram, memory immediately suggests the sound mav be
due to some defect either in the machine or in the record.
In order to determine which of the above suggestions (or in
more logical terminology, hypothesis) is correct, the listener
decides he will change the record for a new record which he
knows is perfect. He puts on this latter record. The orating
stops. He concludes that the cause of the grating was that the
former record was faulty. Now in this case this listener has in
a rough way applied one of Mill’s canons of induction, i.e. if two
instances, one in which a phenomenon occurs and one in which
a phenomenon does not occur have everything in common except

e



but their work is not now finished and the Association and '
the School will only flourish if they receive the maximum
support and enthusias of the past students. The recurrent
needs of this school,” and of the night school on Hong Kong

Island will provide a focus and a purpose on which many
Association activities must be based, for I am sure that as
time passes, if the school is to be of first rate quality, many
additional facilities will be required; for a school is by no

means complete once it is built and opened. I hope that the
bonds between the school, the Association and the College
will be as close as possible; and I assure the school of
the vigorous and the wholehearted support of the College and
of myself. Support not interference. The bond between the
Association and the College is close, and I wish to extend a
personal invitation to the school authorities and the staif to
come to the College Open Day on July 20th and 21st, and to

look over the building, and to the Past Students to come to
the Past Students Home Coming Day on July 21st.

The Association is in a sense the child of the Col]ége,
but in another sense, it is, owing to the comparatively long
existence of the College, a kind of elder brother wise and

experienced, on whose advice I very much rely. In conclvsion I

congratulate to the Association on their achievement in establi-
shing this fine school, established by a happy coincidence in

the same academic year as the College’s move to the magni-

ficient new building at Pokfulem. I wish the Association and
the Northcote Training College Past Students’ Association’s
School, both pupils and staff the very best of luck for the

{future.

—_— —



especially in Chinese. This may or may not be true, but even
a stationary standard is unsatisfactory. A rising standard is
absolutely essential not only in academic subjects, but also in
social training if the pupils are to be adequately educated for
life in the 20th Century. This can only be achieved by the
sense of vocation, the idealism the practical hardwork of the
teacher in the classroom, the teacher with a strong s:nes of
loyalty to the school, and a deepseated interest in the training
and the progress of the pupils. These vital points I make

no excuse for introducing for at our Opening Ceremony His

Excellency the Govornor emphasized then most strongly.

It is my hope and I am sure it will hapren that this
school will develop into one of the best of the subsidized
schopls pointing the way ahead. In this connection I am very

pleased that the school is of optimum size; for a great deal”
of atmosphere is lost in the larger schools and it 1S very

difficult for the Headmaster to impress his personality on such

school and supervise the details of day to day operation as
clesely as is required. @With this advantage I hope it will be
possible for the school to succeed in some degree in combining

the maturity, the social and moral training, the sense of balance
and harmony of traditional Chinese Education together with
the activities, the mental curiosity and the practical work of the

English tradition. This I am sure is the only way in which

pupils can be fitted for the Chinese Furopean environment of
the Hong Kong in the mid-twentieth Century. As teachers

today that is our problem and our overriding responsibility.
The successful completion of this school is a great tribute

to the strength and vigour of the Past Students’ Association,

.._.5_.



L

two hundred and twenty thousand dollars and an interest free
loan of one hundred and thirty thousand dollars, For our

special thanks are due to the Development Section who obtained
such financial assistance for us and who no doubt reduced the
lengthy and intricate procedures to a minimum. We are indeed
lucky to be able to welcome the Head of the’ Development
Section, Mr. Gamble, here today in a dual capacity as he is
also representing the Director of Education on this important
occasion. Mr. C. K. Tang’s presence on the platform enables
me to express the hope that Government will be no less
generous 1In considering the recurrent needs of the school

within the frame work of the Subsidy Code. It is the recurrent
needs that really affect the work of the school.

In organisation the school is a 12 classroom two sessional
primary school. There is also a general purpose room for Music

and Handwork equipped with an excellent piano. The present

enrolment is 700 in 16 classes Primary 1—4. In September,
1962 it is intended to open 8 additional classes. The school
will then function to capacity. There are 19 teachers all from
Northcote Training College graduates of the full time course

and the In-Service Training Course, working under the able

guidance and leadership of Mr. Wong Pak Hoe, the Head-
master.

This school is part of the great Primary School Expansion
programme. In this expansion the responsibilities of the sub-
sidized schools are extremely heavy. They cover no less than

37% of Primary School enrolment compared with government

schools 13%, and private schools 49%. Such expansion necessarily

has its dangers. There are suggestions of falling standards

—4 —



Long LivE THE COLLEGE!

LoNG LiIVE THE ASSOCIATION!

L

LoNg LIVE THE ScHOOL!

(Speech of Mr. Lowe, Principal, N. T. C. delivered
at Official Opening Ceremony of N. T. C. P. S. A. Schoeol)

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed a privilege to be invited to open the Northcote
Training College Past Students’ Association Subsidized Primary
School. For it is a notable contribution to Education in Hong
Kong. Its completion is the result of the -hardwork of many
people and organisations and 1 wish to take this opportunity
to thank the Education Department, the Public Works Depart-
ment, the Contractors and Architects, the President of the
Association.Mrs. Suen, Mr. Lee Woon Wah, the Supervisor,
the Board of Directors, the Past Students’ Association and the
numerous committee members. Not least are we grateful for
the guidance and inspiration of my predecessor Mr. C. H.
Cheng. The building scheme was first proposed in 1956. The
‘school incorporated in 1959 was opened for classes in September,
1961. The Association by donations, the performance of plays
Chinese and English, a concert and a bazaar, succeeded
in raising one hundred and twenty five thousand dollars, a
magnificent effort and I am most grateful to every body con-
cerned in the arduous work of fund raising. This fine school
with all its equipment cost approximately four hundred and
seventy thousand dollars. For the balance we are indebted to

the generosity of Government in giving a capital subsidy of

— g



and new friends who will be working side by side with us in
the next school term.

-.The ‘Summer Camp’——the high-light of all activities, will
be held in Cheung Chou, a land of sunshine and sea-water,

during the period 31st July to 3rd August. Those who were

there six years ago will remember what fun they had had.
To those who wish to share this group life, we can promise

and guarantee an unforgetable week.

Swimming is easily the most enjoyable and inexpensive
sports. It is the only exercise in which we exert ourselves
strenuously without feeling the sweat in the hot summer. And
it will cost us nothing at all if we make use of the Room
No. 6 of Sea View, Repulse Bay between the 1st and 31st of
August. |

Finally, we are happy to declare this to be the last issue
of the present school year. So to everybody, we wish 49 days
of -joy! May Agora appear again in September with renewed

zest and vigour!

HOME COMING DAY

Saturday, 21st July, 1962
from 4.00—10.30 p.m.

1. Tea PFarty 4.00 — 5.00 p.m.
2. Exhibition 5.00 — 6.30 p.m.
3. Annual Dinner 6.30 — 8.00 p.m.
4. A Three-Act Play 8.00—10.30 p.m.

in Chinese .
“In the Same Boat”
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Editorial

The academic year 1961/ 62 is a milestone in the history
of the Association——it marks the completion and opening of
our own school. Despite the great difficulties we encountered
during the past six years in raising funds for the building, it
is most gratifying to see it functioning so smoothly right from
the start. = While enjoying this complacence, let us not forget
that the building of the school is not the be-all and end-all
business; rather it is.the beginning of our yet more essential
task——educating the children.

Our school comes into being at an happy hour, ‘happy’
because it is more needed now than ever. It is also launched
into this world at a difficult time, ‘difficul’ owing to the
existence of many educational problems. It is. of wutmost
importance that we should be able to see these problems, and
see them in their true perspective. For only then can anvthing
useful be done in those directions. On the other hand. we
must not think that these difficulties are unsurmountable. With
our sense of duty, devotion to our task and constant applica-
tionlof self-criticism of our own standards, as suggested by Mr.
Charles Lowe, Principal, N. T. C. at a conference of the Past
Students’ Association of the In-sarvice Course of Training for
Teachers, we can hope to master them eventually. And with
this confidence, let us turn now to something more pleasant——

our summer vacation——our well-earned holiday!

First and foremost, we shall announce the happy news of
the Past Students Home Coming Day which is to be held on
21st July in the magnificent new building of our Alma Mater

on Sassoon Road. There we shall meet our old acquaintance

—_—1
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