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QUIZ CONTEST WITH PRIZES

Here are Some simple questions. You cannot better spend

<some minutes of your spare time than find out their answers.
Write out the answers and send them before 31st February, 1961 to
the Editor, c/o 34, Johnston Road, 3rd floor, Hong Kong. Two
prizes of $5 each will be awarded to the two earliest correct

entries.

0 BN O s W
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b

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17

18.

19.
20.

How much does a H.K. one-doilar coin weigh?
What does AC on the number plate of a car denote?

. When will be the Census Date?

Which is the largest animal in the world?
How are the colours in a rainbow arranged?
Why are leaves usually green in colour?
What is the simplest animal called?

Is a worker bee a male or female bee?

Which is the ta'lest grass?
What is diamond made of?

. How many days does it take the eaith to go rourd the sunm

once?

Which is the largest planet in the Solar System?
Who made the first lccomotive engine’?

Who invented the first efficient steam engine?
Who wrote ‘A Tale of Two Cities’?

Who is the present Poet Laureate of England?
Who wrote this poem which contains these lines?
‘ The music in my heart I bore |

Long after it was hcard no more.’

‘Madam ’ is a word which can be written in either direction.
Give 5 other examples.

Why is the letter T like an island?

When does a piece of wood become the king or the queen?
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stcry, ‘The Halfyard Ham > which illustrates the writing of suck
essay . The biography and autobiography as two particular types
of essays follow. The Silver Shilling by Hans Anderson was

selected, It is a very good piece of reading materal worthy-
to be introduced to pupils of middle forms. Then comes the:
section on character sketch with four descriptions of different
people. I think they are worth reading just for the sake of the:
English. There is also one chapter on the descriptirn of places:
and people. The arpumentative type of essay was considered in
the chapter of ‘Stating a case.” The piece of English in defence of
the study of grammar is worthy of introduction to pupils. The

two essays °Forgetting’ and ‘ goldfish ’ introduced the last type of
essay considered —the Imaginative essay.

Regarding the skill of essay - writing in general, paragraph -
ing was dealt with quite fully in one separate chapter. The ‘topic
sentence’ was discussed and a short passage from Silas Marner
quoted for illustration. As the beginning and the end of an essay
constitutes much to the success of it, the two topics were treated
separately.

Besides the foregoing mentioned topics inumerous valuable
material on other aspects of English can be found, but I will
leave those for the readers to discover.

To sum up I think the book is valuable in that it gives
ample material for choice as examples for pupils to read. Many
of the questions found at the end of each chapter arouse pupils
to think, which is the first essence. towards the success of the
writing of English composition. For middle forms, however, the
examples can profitably be used by the teacher as samples of
good essays, supplemented by the teacher’s own explanation .
Exercises on the various aspects of grammer are alse fused into-
the different chapters. These serve well as remedial work on
errors of the composition. On the part of the composition the
teacher can only get profitable result by his wise selection of
material. One would be quite disappointed, I am sure, if he tries

to make slavish use of this book, or of any other book to be:
sure.

— 8



construction expernses, there will ke no money left for school eq-
uipment. We still need round about $ 37000. We had appealled
for additional subsidy or loan from the Educatjon Department but
this had failed. We therefore had to search for new resources. We
intended to collect the remaining part of the generous subscrip -
tion of many of our membters who were not approached as yet
owing to one reason or other. Apart from this, we would like
to appeal to the help cf the “new blood’ — I mean the graduates
of the year 1958 or after. As yet we have not yet the chance to
ask for their generous support. We are sure that they will re-
spond as well as most of our enthusiastic members when their
help is required. A third way of raising money to meet with our
financial difficulty, then, lies in the success of the proposed pro -
duction of the Chinese play ‘Reunion’ in coming April. We hope
to be able to raise a sum of $§ 12,000 in aid of the school equip-
ment fund. Once again we need the help and support of all mem-
bers, both old and new.

Not very far from now, the foundation stone will be laid
and we hope to see the.new school completed in September, 1961
if everything goes well. We can be sure that when that day
comes , when we see the smiling faces of many a child entering

and leaving our school, we have the satisfaction of the fruits of
our toil.

(gjomé "'g?evfew_@ @OII-?‘SE n C’Snghs/z @ompo.sffion
éy gﬁ‘ecjericl.: g Q;Poocz

This book containing 268 pages is useful as a good source
of material for the teaching of English Composition in middle or
senior forms. Numerous examples of English taken from the work

of some of the greatest English masters were qucted for illustra -
tion.

The commonest types of essays were separatey discussed
and explained in separate chapters. To begin with, the Narrative
essay was dealt with. We can {ind in the book one humorous

— ) —



EDITORIAL

We would like to draw our readers’ attention to another
colossal work of the N.T.C.P.S. A. A chinese play with an Eng-
lish translated name, ‘ Reunion’, is to be performed on the stage.
This performance is to raise funds for the equipments of the new
primary school. The school will be a landmark of the N.T.C.P.S.
A. when it comes into being. We are not oblivious that a Chinese
play was acted last year. Thanks to the warmest support from
the public and the hardest effort of our members, it was a trem-
endous success. With such confidence and encouragement all are
looking forward to another great success.. Of course, we must
app:al to all of our members for their greatest effort.

We are deeply sorry that in this edition we fail to give

you m-re English articles for your perusal. Once more we appeal
to you for your va'uable contributions to the Agora.

“THE LAST STRIDE T0 COMPLETION”

Progress Report of the N T.C.P.S.A. School.

The Construction Stage, in fact, the climax of the building
of the N.T.C P.S.A. school has now beea reached. We should all
be glad of this. But owing to the general rise in price of the
building materia's, the original estimated cost of § 400,000 for
construction is excead=d. The lowest tender sent by the Shui Wah
Construction Company amounted to $419,534.83. This was accept-
ed and approved by the Education Department and the Contract
was signed accordingly on 1st February, 1961, with Mr Lee
Woon Wah, Miss Shin Shou King and Mrs Lai Ho Shau Fong
representing the Association. The construction work was started
on 4th February, 1961.

Nevertheless we have to find a way to deal with the new
financial situation which confronts us. How are we going to meet
with the exceeded amount? Owing to the increase of the school

e
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