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What Benefit will the Arts Festival
Bring to the Young People of Hong Kong

Hong Kong has often been described as an ‘Art
Desert’, a ‘Cultural Wasteland’ and other such
detrimental names.

Such “tags” besmirch the good name of our
city, known the world over as the ‘pearl of the
Orient’.

Yet these names can be erased since there is a

"wealth of genuine talent in Hong Kong.

The people of Hong Kong have a brilliant
cultural heritage but unfortunately ignorant
parents usually take a negative attitude towards
their children should they wish to study music,
art, painting, dancing or singing. The parents are
of the opinion that the playing of musical instru-
ments or learning how to paint, act, sing or dance
will do more harm than good to their offsprings.
It is because, deep in their stubborn minds they
regard the learning of the ways of art as useless for
the youths since they cannot earn their livelihood
by them. Moreover, they waste their valuable
time which could be put to better use. Even if
the parents are enlightened they still insist that
learning is not beneficial to youths as they will
have no chance of standing on stages to express
themselves and to perform to the best of their
ability what they have learnt. In this way, those
who are interested in Art are discouraged from
making further attempts to pursue their desires.

On the other hand, the trueblue enthusiastic,
including painters, dancers and singers who are
specialists in their own fields, will immediately
after graduation make for far off shores because
the scope for their talents is very limited. True,
there are many socalled “music” schools, “art”
schools and such-like which charge exorbitant fees
but in return only mediocre teaching is given.
Thus the two tags cannot be denied. However, it
can be truthfully said that the people of Hong
Kong are more than delighted that there is an ‘Arts
Festival’, which in actual fact, held every year.

The news of the Arts Festival is essentially
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heartening to the whole community as by means
of this very Festival, local youths will have
opportunities of revealing their talents and co-
operativeness. The Festival itself will act as a
medium for cultural expression for each and
every individual. It definitely has aroused the
interest of the public.

It has also stimulated and encouraged the
youths of Hong Kong to put their shoulders to
the wheel in the field of Arts so that their per-
formances will be even more successful, chiefly
because of their untiring efforts to outdo them-
selves. As a result the standard of Art here will
certainly improve and become more advanced.
Besides, the youths have chances to relax after
a hard day’s work at the grindstone.

This Festival will, without doubt, remind the
people of Hong Kong that there is a wealth of
talent in their midst and that other countries
have not totally drained all of them off here.
Besides these local talents will have the opportu-
nities of comparing their efforts with those of the
worldfamous artists who have been invited to
perform here during the Festival.

Local youths will be afforded the chance of
spending their leisure hours more fruitfully by
attending the various exhibitions and perfor-
mances instead of spending their time in gambling,
drinking in bars, dancing in dance-halls and what
would be worse, taking drugs in dim-lit, divans.
Instead of watching blue films and reading ‘yellow’
newspapers, they will be improving their minds
and perhaps learning how to improve their skills
at the art they favour. By diverting their energy
into channels which will allow them to express
themselves, youths will not turn to crime, nor
will they hang about on street corners and so get
mixed up with bad elements and triad societies
from the clutches of which, once they are caught,
‘they can never escape.

We learn from history that there was a Renais-

AR BEREAR
A % ® R E AR
® R K X
e s B E D
- m BT

mse

SEE
RIS
RBEEF

%

ERFHHTE

FNES
HERFAHE

X

X

E
i

E # BEJ B E®

t ik oonAR g e

BB B % &K ik ik PR O % X

B % OE R OOl * H

2 < vk vk B Ok H ok B R
i " ZE il
B o A
# B W Bk

o WM BB

SER RME - mEs

- B

XmEs

T -

sance period in Europe during the 15th century,
prior to which there was a dark period when
the creative powers of writing and drawing were
at its lowest ebb. During the Renaissance period,
the creativeness of mankind was revived and
everything was bright and gay once more. Hong
Kong can be likened to Europe of that period. It
is believed that Hong Kong will not be called an
“Art Desert” or a “Cultural Wasteland” after the
Arts Festival. It will be proved that NOT all the
talents of Hong Kong has been drained away by
other nations but that the talent is only dormant
in Hong Kong waiting for an opportunity to burst
out into the open. Perhaps after the Arts Festival,
talented youths here will realise that there are
plenty of chances in this part of the world for
them to display their skills and so will not want
to migrate to other countries.

Last but not least, the Government may be
made to realise that they have not done enough
to keep gifted youths here and will remedy this
by building more universities, more exhibition
halls, more music conservatories and more art
galleries; schools, at the same time will employ
well-qualified teachers to bring out the best in
our talented youths.

Li Nim Yu, Kitty
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Joy is like the rain whenever I see Jane

Among so many girls I know she is never in vain
None of the moment I'll not be in dilemme

Ever Since I meet her I always stammer

Wits persistence and intelligence can hardly be
measured

Of all that I can say is to treasure

Neither her skinny body nor her eyes are unattrac-
tive

Good and lucky enough a soul will become her
captive

K.L
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