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THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME

How far off is space travel? It’s a fascinating question, but
anything seems possible these days. But first things first.
What is the “shape of things to come” for your family, if
you should die prematurely and for yourself, if you should
outlive your earning power?

To help -people like yourself guarantee that there will always
be an adequate living income, Manufacturers Life offers a
variety of modern savings and pretection plans.

The representatives of the Manufacturers Life are trained to
help you decide the amount of Life Insurance ycu will re-
quire and the plan which will best meet these requirements.

THE

MANUFACTURERS

INSURANCE Ll FE COMPANY

HEAD ofFFIcE (Established 1887) TORONTO CANADA
(Incorporated in Canada as a Limited Liability Company)

o R mPMNAFTFERA G
Assets exceed £292.000,C00.
HONG KONG — WINDSOR HOUSE

34156 D. A. C. T. Hancock

(& cPHonS 34157 Manager for South China




The Ideal Pupil e

He is smart-looking, clean and neatly dressed.

He wears a smile on his face, is polite and respectful to
teachers and friendly and cordial to class-mates.

He sits still and listens attentively in class, making not

the slightest disturbance nor the least bit of noise.

Whenever a question is raised to the class, he puts up his
hands first and when pointed to, stands up and gives a correct
and full answer confidently and unhesitatingly. |

He never fails to hand up his homework and his exercises
are neat and perfect and need practically no corrections.

Whenever things needed done, he need not be told twice.

He studies his lessons every day, knows all of them well,
and in fact, learns more than the teacher teaches.

At recess times, he plays orderly and never runs like a
mad horse or shouts his head off.

And, ete., ete., and ete. . . . ..

In short, he is no pupil; he is a “super-pupil.” “Don’t
even hope to find one in your school or in any other school
for that matter.

Schoolmaster
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to memorise. It is impossible to start the text book unless
the pupils are equipped with the above fundamentals.

When the pupils can follow the text, then is the time to
give them thorough revision of their work. As stated before,
the whole Form 1 syllabus is a repetition in English. It is
essential to have practical work so as to keep up the pupils’
interest. For example, it is better to ask the pupils to find
the average height of the class than to work out the questions
on averages given in the text books. Let the pupils handle
the ruler, balance, thermometer and other instruments. Many
gaps in Mathematical knowledge may be filled by experiencing
with the actual objects concerned.

Much will have been done, if at the end of the year, our
pupils know how to express mathematical ideas in the correct
. form, using the right terms, know how to use instruments like
the compasses, measuring jars and those mentioned above
with confidence; and be able to carry out the well-known
+ processes in mathematics accurately. The more elaborate and
involved parts may be put aside until our pupils are promoted
to a higher form.

Result of the “Waiting for You” Contest
The old saying in the pattern is:
ALL WORK AND NO PLAY MAKES JACK A
- DULL BOY.
We hope our readers do enjoy their holidays heartily. The
prize-winners are:

(1) S. K. Tsang.
(2) Ho Wei Hung.

The $5.00 notes have been sent to the winners by post.
_.7._....



It is therefore most important, right at the start, to train
our pupils to be able to read, to do and to learn their
arithmetic in English. In Form 1, the subject matter is
merely a repetition of what the pupils have done in their
primary schools. The whole syllabus is more a consolidating
one than an advancing one. Here the pupils must have their
mathematical knowledge “sink” into their heads, with the less-
confident pérts re-exercised until they feel confident; they
must improve their accuracy in calculations and try fto
.appreciate the usefulness of the subject by doing practical
-work in the whole course.

It is not uncommon to find our pupils unable to write out
a number say two million five hundred thousand and five
Tundred, or to read in English such numbers like 1,234,567,890.
The new comers to secondary schools are not used to hearing
-expressions like “plus”, “minus”’, ‘“times”, though the meaning
of “add” or “subtract” may be known. The equivalence of
saying “10 minus 6” and ‘“subtract 6 from 10” takes some
time to be understood. The explanation of the terms like
“factors”, “multiples”, “quotient”, “product” do take time and
these are so fundamental that negligence of them is the cause
_of the many future mis-concepts the pupils may form in their
~work.

The units our pupils meet in their exercises are different
from those in their previous work. Here, British units. are
.dominant, completely different from the Chinese ones. Our
pupils must be trained to handle £.s.d. and other units with
confidence; they must be given practical notions of a ton, a
pound or an ounce; what is a “stone” when he reads “John
~weighs 5 stones” in his questions. Tables of units are difficult



An abrupt change to hear English in all lessons will certainly
be a “wonderland” and to answer questions in English, a
burden.

To teachers of arithmetic, there is, at the beginning of
the year, the danger of going too fast into the syllabus.
Inexperienced teachers often start their first lesson by taking
up the text book and go on to the examples and exercises,
ignoring the amount of mathematical knowledge the pupils
have acquired in the English language. It is the intention of
this article to discuss what we are teaching in Form 1
Arithmetic lessons.

A new entrant to the secondary school has done quite a
lot of arithmetic in the six primary years; he knows the use:
of the 4 rules, fractions and decimals; how to find H.C.F..
and L.C.M. of simple numbers, the areas and volumes of simple:
figures and solids; he has some idea on ratios, proportions,
percentages, averages, simple and compound interest and
simple change of units. Further, he has acquired some-
experience in solvihg simple problems in connection with the
- above subject matter. Indeed, he has done all the parts in the-
Form 1 syllabus, but he learns them in Chinese. If an
examination question paper for Form 1 pupils is translated
into Chinese, a primary 6 pupil will certainly get a pass if
not a distinction out of it.

Yet year after year, in every secondary school, failures.
in Form 1 mathematics are numerous. The principal reason
1s the result of language difficulty. The pupils do not under-
stand the material they read in books or they hear in the:
normal lessons. Such a deficit is found in all subjects causing
annoyance to every teacher as described before.

— ) —



-the task—not exactly unpleasant, but decidedly unenticing—
-of producing another issue of this small journal for your
“perusal (I wonder if some would peruse it at all). If he be,
after death, given a licence of impunity in hell, it would be
for his assiduous attempts to make his readers less bored.
Right now on earth, he wishes for only one thing: a playtime
_or rest at the forthcoming Summer Conference at Chung Chi
College, Ma Liu Shui, towards the end of August. Those who
-sympathize with him are earnestly asked to shed on him the
-radiance of their company. - Come, come my friends! Never
“tarry, and never dawdle.

Yours in letters,
The Editor.

Mathematics Corner

What We Teach in Form 1 Arithmetic
v S.. L.. Ho

It is most annoying to teachers of Form 1 in Anglo-
Chinese secondary schools where English is the medium of
“instruction to find that their pupils do not understand what
they talk about in the first few lessons or in some cases, even
in the first few months. Very often, having talked or
- .explained to the pupils the subject matter for quite a time
and thinking that he has presented the whole lesson in an
-orderly manner, a teacher may find, on questioning or by other
means that his pupils do not grasp a single idea of what he
has spoken. “How stuf:id!”, the hasty teacher will say. Yet
our pupils are not to be blamed, because they are customed
“to hearing their mother language in their primary schools.

4




social convenor ponders on this question seriously and makes:
some necessary redress or remedy. _

One rotten bud lies in starting the function behind
schedule. In 1955 (?) the welcome party began 15 minutes
late. Whether this was a record up to that time, I do not
know; but it was soon superceded by its successor—21
minutes late. This year’s tide-mark ?—47 minutes plus a few
seconds! If this practice of disregard for punctuality be -
allowed to go on, I am afraid that in the not too distant future,
when we asked to attend an Association function at, say,
9 a.m., we should understand that 9 p.m. is meant. Should
we arrive punctually to make a record at our next function?

How far the welcome party did impress the welcomed is
not for the Editors to judge; it is for the new friends to say,
for they after all were the people who were served the-
welcome and are hence most qualified to pass a verdict. But
I believe the long poem, specially composed and sung for the
new friends, could not have left one heart unmoved. It is, to
my mind, a very elegantly thought out piece: forceful, tuneful,
persuasive, and neatly phrased. . Such a work is a direct
outcome of true inspiration and sentiments and deserves a’
high tribute from all who have had the fortune of reading it
or hearing it sung. Perhaps the Editors of ‘The Common
Room’ would consider getting it reprinted somewhere in this
publication. ‘

The hot summer is a very fatiguing season, and for that
reason apart from others, it is made a vacation for both the
teaching and the taught. I can fancy many of them spending
a jolly good time at the beach or elsewhere and making them-
selves all the more hale and hearty before the new term starts
again. But the Editor is not as lucky: he has to undertake



oneself to others’ nursing rather than administers it, is rightly
called a delightful period for its meekness and mildness, and
is hence enjoyed gleely by all in it, dwelt upon with ford
reminiscence by all after it, and envied by all who having once
attained it, did not live it well enough.

Our friends—new friends—are thus leaving the College

with a fresh recollection of having had a fruitful time like

an infant, having been affectionately looked after and cared
for. But one cannot forever stay in infancy: natural growth
automatically advances him to a more mature stage. So with
their programme of training completed, our new and young
friends are coming to join our ranks in the common objective
of educating the youngsters submitted to our care. They
are not, of course, joining us all of a sudden, for schools do
not spring up simultaneously to accommodate them. But

gradually they will be absorbed into our big circle and become

a part of us, ever working and collaborating with us as people
in one and the same boat.

As in previous years, we gave recently a welcome party
for our new strength. But as in previous years, such a party
did not achieve the effect desired. We feel sorry, but we have
to admit the truth. Every year the same: a low percentage
of the invited turned up; but a much lower percentage on the

inviting side showed. The consequence: the guests out-
numbered the hosts to a staggering proportion!

The causes must be numerous.- Experience has given
Association members the indication that such a function has
never known success, and probably never will know it. It is
a sad fact, and there are as many reasons for calling it sad
as there are people who feel sad about it. It is time that the

—_
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. Editorial

At this time every year, a multitude of teachers-to-be,
with their hands up waving a good-bye, leave the Training
College in a spirit of embarking on a noble career for which
they have been specially trained and prepared. Good-bye not
to bygone days, for these have been the most happy and
memorable time one has had; not to the place of training,
where so much that goes to make a happy and educated person
has been given and received; not to the lecturing staff, who,
however critical they may have been in the evaluation of our
teaching ability and techniques and however stingy in award-
- Ing a mere ‘C’ for all that we took the most pain to perform,
are nevertheless human and humane; not to friends and
servants, for you will have to meet them just as often in future
as In the past. The good-bye is—some say to the examina-
tions, but I think it is, more aptly, to our fledging infancy.

Infancy, defined as the stage of growth where one learns
rather than teaches, obeys rather than commands, commits

—_—1 —
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