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HELP YOU TO HAVE A BETTER LIFE

Confidence is A plant of slow growth in an aged bosom: youth

. —— Fuller
X X X
Each goodly thing is hard to begin.

i, la, W N

Spencer
X PG X
Be thou familiar, but by no means vulgar.
Shakespeare.
X X X
When the fight begin within himself, a man’s worth something.
Robert Browning.
X X X
Self-reverence, self-kno vledge, self-control, these three alone
lead life to sovereign power. Tennyson.
X X X

The important thing in life is to have a great aim, and the
determination to attain it.

Goethe.
X X X
Labour is often the father of pleasure.
Voltaire
X X X
Take time while time is, for time will away.

/
is the season of credulity.
—— William Chatham.
X X X

Knowledge is a treasure, but practice is the key to it.
/
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John Ray.
X X X
Grow patience!
And let the stinking elder, grief untwine.
His perishing root with the increasing vine!
—Shakespeare.
X X X
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.
Tennyson.
X X X
Work is the grand cure of all the maladies and miseries that
ever beset mankind.
¢ ——Thomas Carlyle.
ﬁ hd X X
¢ Self-trust is the first secret of success.
:; Emerson.

i e W A e e P P

e N N A N M WW&W&%‘\,&%“ b

far beyond reasonable, a decrease in the efficiency of teaching is the
natural result. Under such circumstances, the individuals suffering from
such a loss would be the children of this our own society, and not else-
where. It would, hence, be a wise thing for parents and ‘real’ educatio-
nists to join with teachers to defy such an undesirable exploitation by
the authorities concerned.



An Outburst—Meant To Hurt Nobody
Dominic S. W. Wong.

Teachers who had previously received their training at one of the
Training Collezes are today confronted with a very serious problem. As
had been sug ested by the so-called Educational Report (1964) there
should be a reduction in the number of primary school teachers from the
existine 1.2 to the 1.1 ratio. Such will be the probable measure of the
Education Department starting this ' eptember. This change in policy
does not only increase the existing burden of primary school teachers but also
tends to min mize ef iciency. The fact is easilv seen from the few extra
periods per week that teachers have to take. A teacher originally taking
about thirty-five periods will row have to “run through’’ thirty-eight.
This would average about seven out of ei-ht periods per day, and in
other words, a full four-and-a-half-hour daily teachirg ard the subsequent
utilization of teachers’ energy to its fullest extent, disregarding the fact
that teachers too, are made of flesh and blood. What an exploitation it
is on the part of the institutors of such a policy! Had they been in the
shoes, so to speak, o these ill-treated creatures what would they have
felt? Hovever, society seems to enjoy the conjecture based on exploiting
the educated humans.

The pretext on - hich such a measure be based is the lack of feel-
ing of responsibility of some teachers hose tendency it is to be lazy. The
policy as suggested hopes to eliminate such undesirable traits from the whole
field. However, ore must always bear in mind the fact that a minor
group can never be taken to represent the - hole. . There is, too. the
danger of a ‘good’ teacher turnin into a ‘bad’ one under an unhealthy
educational system and the probability of a ‘bad’ one transforming into a
‘cood’ one under an encouraging system.

The people advocating such a measure also based their argument,
to a great extert, on the existing conditions in Great Britain What can
be dore in England, as they think, can also be done in Fong Kong. This
is simply good corservatism but bad logic. We must admit that primary
schools in Horg Kong, either government, subsidized or grant-in-aid, are
in gneral very much larger in the number of pupils than those in
England, and the amourt of work and exam‘ratiors thac local pupils have
+o face is simply incredibly breath-takin , not to speak of the pressure
and ever-increasing difiiculties of the local eleven-plus examiration. The
aim of primary schools in Fong Kong is not merely to give children an
elementary education but also to train them develop in as many fields of
education as possible, whereas that of British elementary schools is simply
to provide for intellectual stimulation on a very, very elementary level.
We can thus see the discrepancy between the British and local applications
of the same educational system.

From the outside, this policy of the Education Department seems
to be the concern of teachers in primary schcols alore. If it were so,
the outcome would be a tragic one. For indeed the developmenrt of chil-
dren, either intellectually or socially, does depend a great deal on the
work of teachers: at the same time, the work of teachers depends greatly
on the amount of work allotted to them. If their share of the work is
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